Immunization Policy of Catholic Schools in the Diocese of Lincoln

Pursuant to Nebraska law, all students enrolling in a public or private school must provide
written proof of certain immunizations. (See Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 79-217 through 79-223).

All Students

Every student must be protected against Measles, Mumps, Rubella, Poliomyelitis, Diphtheria,
Pertussis, and Tetanus by immunization prior to enrolling in a public or private school in
Nebraska.

Students enrolling for the first time (kindergarten or moving from another state or homeschool)
in a Catholic school are considered immunized for purposes of Nebraska law if they have
received the following:

= 3 doses of DTaP, DTP, DT, or Td vaccine;
= 3 doses of Polio vaccine;

= 2 doses of MMR vaccine;

= 3 doses of Hepatitis B vaccine; and

= 2 doses of Varicella vaccine.

Seventh (7™) Grade Students

Every student entering the seventh grade shall have a booster immunization containing
Diphtheria and Tetanus toxoids and an acellular Pertussis vaccine (also known as a Tdap
booster).

Required Evidence of Immunization

For purposes of compliance with the immunization requirements, parents/legal guardians must
provide the school administration with written record of immunization history which includes the
name of the vaccine and the month, day, and year of administration.

Laboratory evidence of circulating antibodies for measles, mumps, or rubella constitutes
evidence of immunity against those diseases provided the following information is supplied: (1)
name of laboratory; (2) date of test; (3) name of test; (4) test result; (5) signature of laboratory
technician performing the test or the laboratory director; and (6) date of signature. For purposes
of compliance with this policy, clinical history of Measles, Mumps, or Rubella without
laboratory or epidemiologic confirmation does not constitute evidence of immunity.

A documented history of Varicella disease from a parent or health care provider with the year of
infection constitutes evidence of immunity to Varicella. Parents/legal guardians submitting
documentation of Varicella disease must use the form in Appendix A.

Provisional Enrollment

A student may be provisionally enrolled in a Catholic school of the Diocese of Lincoln if he or
she has begun the state-mandated immunizations prior to enrollment and continues the necessary
immunizations as rapidly as is medically feasible.
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A student is considered to have begun immunizations against Polio, Diphtheria, Tetanus,
Pertussis, Hepatitis B, Measles, Mumps, Rubella, and Vericella if she/he has had at least one
dose of DTaP/DTP/DT/Td, one dose of hepatitis B, one dose of either trivalent OPV or one dose
of IPV, either one dose of the combined Measles, Mumps, and Rubella vaccine or one does of
each vaccines for Measles, Mumps, and Rubella, and one dose of Varicella vaccine. The time
interval for the completion of all required immunizations must not exceed nine months.

State Law Exemptions
Nebraska law includes the possibility of an exemption from immunization requirements under a
(1) medical exemption; or (2) religious exemption.

Medical Exemption

In order for a student to receive a medical exemption from the immunization requirements to
attend public or private school in Nebraska, the student’s parents/legal guardian must provide the
following to school administration:

A statement signed by a physician, a physician assistant, or an advanced practice
registered nurse practicing under and in accordance with his or her respective
certification act, stating that, in the health care provider's opinion, the immunizations
required would be injurious to the health and well-being of the student or any member of
the student's family or household;

See Neb. Rev. Stat. § 79-221(1).

Parents/legal guardians asserting a medical exemption must submit a completed Refusal of
Immunization for Medical Reasons in the form attached in Appendix B.

Religious Exemption

Any parent/legal guardian seeking a religious exemption from state-mandated immunizations on
behalf of their minor children must first submit to school administration an Affidavit — Refusal of
Immunization of Student for Religious Reasons in the form attached in Appendix C. The
Affidavit must include the religious faith of the student.

Religious Exemption for Catholic Students

As a general matter, vaccines do not conflict with the tenets and practice recognized by the
Catholic Church. According to the Church’s teachings, competent government authorities have
the right and obligation to secure the common good, of which the health and life of the
community is constitutive. According to the Church’s teaching, the duty of obedience requires all
to give due honor, respect, gratitude and good will to rightful authority. (CCC 1900). All
Catholics are required, each according to their position and role, to promote the common good in
society, which includes health and life. (CCC 1913).

Draft 5/15/2025



The following diseases have vaccines which are not derived from cell lines from aborted fetuses
and are, therefore, mandatory for Catholic students enrolling in Catholic schools:

* Diphtheria

= Tetanus
®  Pertussis
=  Polio

= Hepatitis B

Catholic schools in the Diocese of Lincoln will not accept religious exemptions from
immunizations for the five above-listed diseases from Catholic students.

Other vaccinations are derived from cell lines from aborted fetuses. Specifically, vaccinations for
Rubella (German Measles) and Varicella (Chicken Pox) are derived from cell lines from aborted
fetuses. The Church has clarified that these vaccines are morally permissible because of the
grave harm that can be caused by these diseases.

In 2008, the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith stated:

“Of course, within this general picture there exist differing degrees of responsibility. Grave
reasons may be morally proportionate to justify the use of such “biological

material”. Thus, for example, danger to the health of children could permit parents to use
a vaccine which was developed using cell lines of illicit origin, while keeping in mind that
everyone has the duty to make known their disagreement and to ask that their healthcare
system make other types of vaccines available.”

Dignitas Personae, Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith (September 8, 2008).

Therefore, vaccination for Rubella and Varicella is permissible and avoiding these vaccines is not
morally necessary since grave reasons exist for getting vaccinated. For example, if a pregnant
woman comes into contact with a student who carries Rubella, her unborn child can suffer
several congenital malformations and even death. The Church teaches that for the sake of the
common good it is morally licit and advisable for a parent to submit to the vaccines despite their
problematic origins.

Catholic schools in the Diocese of Lincoln will accept a religious exemption for the following
immunizations provided the parents/legal guardians have completed the form in Appendix C and
have reviewed this policy:

= MMR
= MMRV
=  Varicella
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The Catholic schools of the Diocese of Lincoln, operating within the scope of the Church’s
teaching, reserve the right to require students to receive the MMR, MMRY, or Varicella
vaccination should the future needs of common good necessitate a policy change.

Exclusion from School

Students who have been granted an exemption may need to be excluded from school if there is
an outbreak of a vaccine-preventable disease. As an example, students who receive an exemption
from the Measles immunization requirement may be excluded from school for 21 days from the
most recent date of exposure. The school is not required to provide accommodation, such as
distance learning, to students who have been excluded from school during disease outbreak due
to unimmunized status.
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