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St. James School’s early childhood teachers believe in hands-on 
learning. Karla Tranmer’s pre-K is a play-based classroom sporting 
many learning activities.

“We do different academic games that help children learn their 
letters, shapes, colors, and numbers. We also play games that 
teach kindness and taking turns,” Mrs. Tranmer explains. Knowing 
that a child’s delight is a strong motivation for learning, Mrs. 
Tranmer makes it a point to ask the children what they want to 
learn. This semester, the resounding choice was “dinosaurs and 
animals!”

The dinosaur unit came first and some of these eager students 
can tell you that a stegosaurus has 17 plates called scutes. The 
animal unit is next. Do you know the difference between 
diurnal and nocturnal animals? The pre-K children soon 
will.

Mrs. Tranmer, who has taught pre-K at St. James for 
twenty years, believes that activities where young 
children can explore and play result in the greatest 
and most rewarding learning. For example, instead 
of telling the children that red and blue combine to 
make purple or that yellow and red make a nice shade 
of orange, the children discover this themselves by 
playing with an enticing array of colored water and eye 
droppers. It leads to many “Eureka!” moments.

Right next door and one grade level up is Mrs. Megan 
Vasa’s kindergarten room. She, too, is a committed hands-on 
teacher who is completing her ninth year at St. James.

In Mrs. Vasa’s room you find children fishing for their sight words, 
using paper towel tubes to construct roller coasters, and digging 
for artifacts. The afternoon of this interview saw kindergarten 
children exploring the concept of sound as they listened to and 
felt the vibrations of musical triangles tapped with a metal beater. 
Others discovered the musical scale by tapping a wooden mallet 
on canning jars filled with various water levels.

The children’s hands-on learning experiences continue strongly 
in Religion class as well. Mrs. Vasa takes the children to an upper 
room in the school called the atrium. Here, the children work 
with miniature replicas of biblical and liturgical 
scenes. A certified teacher of the Catechesis 
of the Good Shepherd program, Mrs. Vasa, 
states, “It is beautiful to see the peace and 
contemplation that comes as the children 
do their various works with the altar 
or the Good Shepherd and sheep, for 
example. This peace creates a space for a 
real relationship with Jesus. The atrium is 
a very special place.”

Mrs. Vasa and Mrs. Tranmer are two very 
special teachers. Their hands-on and experience-
based pedagogy enriches the students of St. James 
and makes learning a joy for their young students.
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teach preschoolers Henry 
Kubicek, Alexa Ledesma, 
and Finley Bates how to 
follw rules, share and 
take turns as well as 
learn sequencing
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Castillo Rueda, and Arlo Van Slyke build 

with magnetic tiles while Eliott Post 
works with the nuts and bolts

St. James Pre-K children 
are learning cooperation 

and teamwork while 
having a great time!

Reading words on Lego and 
building with them makes Dawson 

Harvey happy in Kindergarten
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