
 

 

Dear Parents,         October 26, 2022 

What is one thing that preschool children through sixth graders have in common?  They love adults to 

read to them!  What are three ways in which you as parents can help your children to become readers? 

Read to them!  Read to them!  Read to them!   

Young children love to be with their parents.  They feel secure and loved when physically close to Mom 

or Dad.  These good feelings are then transferred to reading as the little child is held or nestled close 

while looking at picture books and listening to their parents’ strong familiar voices.  

Reading regularly to children from the time they are babies is actually the most effective way to help 

them become readers.  Some parents do this 

while their child is still in the womb! This parent-

to-child reading should be purely for enjoyment.  

Let teachers work with your children on phonics, 

fluency, vocabulary development, and 

comprehension strategies.  You parents get the 

fun part of relishing a good story.  Be playful 

when reading. Relax, laugh, and enjoy!  Perhaps 

you might like to change your voice to match 

the characters’ personalities.   I am sure some of 

you could make terrific giants, wolves, or 

princesses! 

Older children, even those who read quite well, still love to be read a good story.  But why should you 

read to them if they are already able to read on their own?  You will heighten their desire to read.  I 

remember the book A Wrinkle in Time being read aloud to me at age 11.   I looked forward to hearing 

the next chapter each day and when it was finished, I reread the book two more times by myself and 

then moved on to read the sequels.  Another reason to read to older children is that you probably read 

more fluently and definitely understand far more than they do.  Listening to your expression and sharing 

their favorite parts of the story helps their comprehension to soar.  Finally, this reading time spent 

together is fun and will make your relationship grow all the stronger.  It continues that sense of family, 

love, and security. 

What if you do not consider yourself a good reader?  Do not worry.  Your child will still love the read-

aloud time because it is with you! You can also get audio books at the Crete Library.  You and your 

children can listen as you follow along with the books.    It need not be a long time.  Though sometimes 

it is hard to put a good book down, ten or fifteen minutes of daily reading after school, before bed, while 

in the car waiting, etc. is all it takes to make a big impact in family bonding and academic success.  Read 

to them!  Read to them!  Read to them!           

In the Heart of Christ the King,   Sister Mary Alma, C.K. 



October is the month to honor Mary.  Consider praying all or part of the rosary with your children during 

this month. 

Wanting a Good Family Read Aloud Book?  Miss Benz, our St. James Librarian, would be happy to 

recommend a good book for your family read aloud time. 

Uniforms:  We need your help in upholding our uniform policy.  Please see the enclosed the copy of the 

St. James dress code.  Please help us out by making sure your child is properly dressed for school.  

All Saints Parade and Mission Carnival:  The First Graders will be presenting their All Saints Parade on 

Monday, October 31 at 1:15 pm in the Parish Hall to the school.  Parents and family member are 

welcome.  Following the Saints parade, 5th and 6th graders will put on a Mission Carnival in the Parish 

Hall.  Proceeds will go to Mary’s Meals.  All are welcome. 

Mary’s Meals: Mary’s Meals sets up community-run school feeding programs in some of the world’s 

poorest areas.  Mary’s Meals helps to encourage children into the classroom – and gives them the 

energy to concentrate on lessons – so they can gain an education that will help them work towards a 

brighter future.  St. James children are collecting money for Mary’s Meals this week! 

SFA Meeting:  Thank you to the over 90 people who attended our October SFA Meeting.  What a great 

turn out!  It was a joy to see you interacting with your children! 

BUY $CRIP:  You buy gift cards for your favorite places to shop at face value and a percentage goes to 

the school. $CRIP is a wonderful way to support the school with no cost to you, since everyone needs to 

shop, eat, buy gas, etc. anyway.  Stop by the office to get your Scrip or to find out more information.   

Coming Home Today: Scrip order form, Mary’s Meals flyer, St. James Dress Code Policy.  

 

 


