
 

Dear Parents,         October 12, 2022 

Everyone would agree that reading is of great importance and that we want our children to become skilled bibliophiles, 

i.e., discerning lovers of literature.   With thousands of children’s books available (not all of which have good literary or 

moral value), how are teachers and parents to choose?  How are they to help children learn what to choose?  

St. James School looks for these certain attributes found in quality fiction literature. (This list is taken from The Writing 

Road to Reading by Ramalda Spalding.) 

1. Precise Language: Does the book use vivid language which helps the reader to see, feel, and experience what 

the author is trying to say?  Are there strong nouns and verbs?   

2. Emotional Appeal:  Does the text stir emotions whether that be joy, fear, anger, excitement, curiosity, etc.? 

3. Insight into People and Life:  Does the book teach something about how people behave in different 

circumstances and the consequences which naturally follow? 

4. Universality: Are there timeless truths in the story which would appeal to people in any time or place because of 

our shared humanity? 

5. Embedded Content:  Even if the piece is imaginative literature, does the text contain true content and 

information? 

On an even deeper level, St. James School asks these questions taken from 

the St. Jerome Academy Vision Statement when choosing literature for 

our precious children.  

1. Is it beautiful? 

2. Does it encourage real searching and thinking?  Does it provoke 

the student to ask ‘why?’  Does it stir up a desire for 

understanding? 

3. Does it encourage the desire for truth?  Does it help the reader to 

understand such virtues as courage, modesty, prudence, and 

moderation and to cultivate these within him or herself? 

4. Does it encourage reverence for the mystery of God and the 

splendor of His creation? 

5. Does it encourage reverence for the mystery of the human person and respect for the student’s own dignity? 

6. Does it assist in passing on the received wisdom of the Christian tradition, or does it create obstacles to 

reception of the tradition? 

While the children are free to choose library books of their preferences, St. James School is purposeful in giving them 

high quality literature from which to choose.  The faculty understands the power of a book to help form the inner 

character and world view of its young readers. 

Books recently purchased for the St. James library include: 

Mother Holly, by John Warren Stewig     Marco Polo by Charles Graves 
King Midas and the Golden Touch, by Charlotte Craft   Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm, by Kate Wiggin  
The Father Brown Reader, by Chesterton, adapted by Nancy Brown 
Paddington Bear, by Michael Bond 
A Lion to Guard Us, by Clyde Robert Bulla 
The Story of Dr. Dolittle, by Hugh Lofting 
The Matchlock Gun, by Walter Edmonds 
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang by Ian Fleming 



In the Heart of Christ the King, 

 

Sister Mary Alma, C.K. 

October is the month to honor Mary.  Consider praying all or part of the rosary with your children during this month. 

SFA Meeting:  Our second SFA meeting of the year is this Tuesday, October 18 at 6:30 pm.  Please mark your calendar 

and plan to join us.  This will be a fun and educational evening in which parents and children participate in an enjoyable 

Science and Art project.   

Each adult is asked to bring one child to the meeting.  (If both parents/guardians come, you may bring a total of two 

children to the meeting.)  Perhaps you might want to choose your oldest child this time, though the activity will be 

applicable for all school age children.  Babysitting will be provided for families with more than one or two children.  The 

evening will begin at 6:30 pm in the Parish Hall and end by 7:45 pm.  We hope you can join us. 

First Penance Parent Meeting:  Parents of children preparing to make the Sacraments of First Penance and First Holy 

Communion have a meeting in the Parish Hall on Monday, October 24 at 6:30 pm. 

BUY $CRIP:  You buy gift cards for your favorite places to shop at face value and a percentage goes to the school. $CRIP 

is a wonderful way to support the school with no cost to you, since everyone needs to shop, eat, buy gas, etc. anyway.  

Stop by the office to get your Scrip or to find out more information.   

CK Sisters Outdoor Fall Workday – Sat., Oct. 22, 1:30-4:30 p.m. We will be planting trees, cleaning up our vegetable 

garden and cutting trees.  Helpful items to bring include shovels, work gloves, wheelbarrows, pickups and 

chainsaws.  Children are also welcome – and can use this for service hours!  Mark your calendars now and contact Sister 

Mary Angela at sr.mary-angela@cdolinc.net if you would like to come and help. Villa Regina Motherhouse, 4100 SW 56th 

St., about 2 miles west and south of Pioneers Park. (Walk-ins also welcome.) 

Coming Home Today: Scrip order form, Crete Parks and Recreation flyer.  
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