
 

          August 16, 2022 

Si Dios Quiere 

 

Dear Parents, 

It is delightful to have vivacious youngsters with us at school once again!  Thank you for choosing St. James and working 

together with us to provide your children with a truly Catholic education. 

Today, day one of the 2022-2023 school year, we had an all-school story called The Frog by Ruth Sawyer.  In this story, a 

proud peasant farmer named Perico is determined to make his own choices in life without any reference to God.  He will 

go to the market to sell his vegetables whether God wills it or not!  Though reminded by his wife and many villagerss to 

say, “Si Dios quiere” (if God wills) regarding his intentions, the man persists in his misguided independence.   Disgusted 

with the proud farmer’s attitude, a mysterious long-caped traveler changes Perico’s body into a fitting image of his 

apart-from-God soul. Perico becomes a frog!  “Ribbit.  Ay de mi- ay de mi! Ribbit.” The story has a happy and amusing 

ending as Perico learns a big lesson in life and becomes a better man.  

Your children’s homework for today is to tell you the 

story.  They had some practice doing this already  

with their schoolmates.  If you take the time to listen 

and to ask, “What else do you remember?” you will 

see how much retelling a story makes the children 

think.  It is extremely good for their minds. I have 

enclosed a copy of the story so you will know it too.  

The story may likewise lend itself to some interesting 

discussion at the dinner table.  What is the moral of 

the story?  Can any family member think of lines in 

Scripture that support the moral?  (Hint: See John 

15:5)  Do you agree or disagree with the idea behind 

“Si Dios quiere?”  If you see a problem with it, is there 

a teaching of Christ that answers your objection?  

Retelling a story, also called narration, is one of 

several skills of imitation that our teachers practiced during our opening professional development days.  Others include 

rendering, dictation, recitation, re-enacting, and more.   Imitation is a natural and graced way of learning for us humans 

who are made in God’s image.  Babies learn to talk by imitating their parents.  Artists learn to paint by imitating masters.  

Athletes learn to play their sport from those who know the game well.  If any learning is going to happen in the 

intellectual, spiritual, or physical life, we need models of excellence to imitate.  Therefore, Saints, heroes, poets, 

mathematicians, musicians, artists, and great sportsmen are all a part of the curriculum at St. James.    

Nevertheless, parents are the ones children will imitate and learn from the most.  Teachers come in a close second 

behind parents to offer support, but what you as parents say and do has the highest educational power.  This is why it is 

so very necessary that together we immerse ourselves in the goodness and wisdom of God.  Let us begin this year then 

with prayer asking the Lord to bless us and make us worthy of our children’s imitation.  May we pray in all our 

endeavors, “Si Dios quiere” for His will is all good and leads to happiness.  

 



 

Drop 0ff and Dismissal Times  St. James School day begins at 8:05 am.  Children may be dropped off no earlier than 7:30 

am.  Dismissal begins at 3:20 pm.   

UNIFORMS Be sure to have your child(ren) in uniform. Please see page 28 of the Parent Handbook for details.  If you 

want to trade, buy or give away school uniforms please come to the school office. Jumpers are $5; pants, sweaters and 

shirts are $1.  Unused jumpers are always needed. 

HAIR STYLES: “Hair should be clean, well-groomed and its natural, God-given color (no hair extensions/feathers).  

Extremes in hairstyles are not acceptable.  Boys’ hair may not go below the collar, ear lobes or eyebrows.”  Hair needs to 

be its God-given color.   

BACK-TO-SCHOOL NIGHT is Tuesday, August 23rd . The School 

Family Association meeting starts at 6:30 p.m. in the parish 

hall followed by classroom visits and a Title I meeting in St. 

James Hall for parents of students who qualify.  Back-to- 

School Night is a great opportunity to meet the teachers, and 

to learn about the curriculum and classroom policies.  We 

hope to see all of you there! 

BUY $CRIP:  You buy gift cards for your favorite places to shop 

at face value and a percentage goes to the school. $CRIP is a 

wonderful way to support the school with no cost to you, 

since everyone needs to shop, eat, buy gas, etc. anyway.  Stop 

by the office to get your Scrip or to find out more information.   

 

 

 

 

 

Coming Home Today: Emergency Parent contact From, Updated 

School Calendar, Parent/Student Handbook, iPad Agreement Form, 

Hot Lunch Application Form, 

Hot Lunch Menu, Medication Authorization, Asthma Allergy Plan, 

Scrip Order Form. 

 

 

 
Lord, make us worthy 

of our children’s 

imitation! 


