
 

Dear Parents,         April 13, 2022 

This afternoon we will gather once again for an all-school story.   I want to share a part of the story with you so 

you might discuss it with your children over the next few days before Easter.  Actually, there will be the story, 

The Knights of the Silver Shield, and then a reading from the Gospel of Mark. If you would like to read the tale 

in its entirety, you may find it here. https://storywarren.com/the-knights-of-the-silver-shield/   

In this story, a group of knights live in a castle and protect travelers from cruel giants.   Sir Roland, the 

youngest of the knights, wins a great victory one day in an unexpected way.  

There came a time when the worst of the giants in the forest gathered themselves 

together to have a battle against the knights. They made a camp in a dark hollow not far 

from the castle, and gathered all their best warriors together, and all the knights made 

ready to fight them. The windows of the castle were closed and barred; the air was full 

of the noise of armor being made ready for use; and the knights were so excited that 

they could scarcely rest or eat. 

On the day of the battle, young Roland’s disappointment could not have been greater when his commander 

directs him, “One brave knight must stay behind and guard the gateway of the castle, and it is 

you, Sir Roland, being one of the youngest, whom I have chosen for this.” 

As the story continues, Roland is tempted three times to leave his post.  A spineless knight asks him to trade 

places, a jeering beggar woman calls him a coward for not fighting, and a giant in disguise tries to lure him 

away with a promise of fame and glory.  Roland is painfully tempted but holds firm to his obedience saying, “I 

should like to go, but a knight belongs where his commander has put him. My place is here at 

the gate  . . .” In the end, as a golden star magically appears on Roland’s shield, the commander and all the 

knights salute Roland as having fought and won the hardest battle of all. 

Next we will read a few excerpts from the Gospel of Mark in which we see Jesus three times enticed to come 

down off the cross. Those passing by reviled him, shaking their heads and saying, “Aha! You 

who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself by coming down from 

the cross.” Likewise the chief priests, with the scribes, mocked him among themselves and 

said, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come 

down now from the cross that we may see and believe.” Those who were crucified with him 

also kept abusing him.  Mk. 15:29 -32 

We all know how Jesus’ story ends.  He stays true to His Father’s plan and remains on the cross until death.   

I am hoping the children will notice the connection between obedience and heroism.  I am hoping the stories 

will help form within the children’s hearts a concept of what true victory really means.    

Roland is a character in a medieval story penned by someone who believed in Jesus Christ and His way of 

victory.  Jesus Christ is real.  He is the Victor King.  He was Lord in medieval times and He is Lord now.  Today’s 

entrance antiphon for Mass summarizes it perfectly.  “At the name of Jesus, every knee should bend, of those 

in heaven and on the earth and under the earth, for the Lord became obedient to death, death on a cross: 

therefore Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

https://storywarren.com/the-knights-of-the-silver-shield/


May you have a blessed Holy Week and a glorious Easter. 

In the Heart of Christ the King 

 

Sister Mary Alma, C.K. 

School Resumes:  Students are welcome to come back to school on Wednesday, April 20.  There will be no 

school from Thursday, April 14 through Tuesday, April 19.  Enjoy your Holy Week and Easter break! 

First Holy Communion: Our second graders and CCD students will make their First Holy Communion on 

Saturday, April 23 at 11:00 am.  The retreat day is on Friday, April 22. 

Calendar Lottery Tickets:  Don’t forget to sell and turn in your Calendar Lottery Tickets.  The drawing in on April 24.  

All families are expected to participate and sell at least ten tickets or to purchase them.  This is the St. James School’s 

main fundraiser for the year.  If you would like extra tickets, please let Mrs. Hier know in the office. 

Summer Math Program:  If interested in ordering a Catholic Summer Math Booklet from Goldenrod Publishing, visit 

their website. Each booklet is only $10 per student and they would be a good resource for including a little math fun in 

your summer plans.  https://goldenrodpublishing.com/   https://www.lincolndiocese.org/news/diocesan-news/15066-

catholic-math-booklets-enhance-learning-fight-summer-brain-drain  

Survey: The Diocese is undertaking a branding project to promote and market our Catholic schools. As part of the data 

collection phase of our research, we have developed a very brief survey for currently enrolled families to share their 

perceptions of our schools. We are asking you to please participate. Estimated time of completion is 2 minutes. This 

feedback will be extremely helpful in creating a campaign to promote our schools.  Please use this link to complete the 

survey  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JFPFJK5 

CK Sisters Outdoor Spring Workday:   Sat., May 7, 1:30-4:30 p.m. We will be planting our vegetable garden, cleaning 

up flower beds, mulching and cutting trees. Helpful items to bring include wheelbarrows, shovels, gloves, 

pruning/lopping shears, hoes, pickups and chainsaws. Children are also welcome!  Mark your calendars now and contact 

Sister Mary Angela at sr.mary-angela@cdolinc.net if you would like to come and help.  Villa Regina Motherhouse, 4100 

SW 56th St., about 2 miles west and south of Pioneers Park. (Walk-ins also welcome.)  

Coming Home Today: 

ITBS test results 
Tuition envelopes 
Scrip Order Forms 
Crete Swim Team Flyer 
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