
 

Dear Parents,           January 12, 2021 

Father Stoley, our teachers, and I had an invigorating discussion at our January 3 in-service day.   We 

concluded that education is not primarily about giving facts, information, or even skills to the students.  There 

is a place for all this, but it is not the primary goal.  We believe, rather, that the main purpose of education is 

to enable children to become wise, virtuous, and free human beings who see life as an adventure,  who know 

that they come from God, and who understand that they are chosen to return to Him in eternal happiness 

after a valiant life of self-giving love. 

 To me the most exciting part of our in-service day was the degree in which our  

faculty was actively thinking.  After reading two differing articles on the meaning 

and the purpose of education, we gathered in a circle and deliberated points of 

truth as well as misconceptions found in the articles.  These thought- provoking 

discussions, called Socratic seminars, are one of the best-loved and most 

powerful teaching methods in Catholic liberal arts education.  I have asked the 

teachers in grades one through six to have at least one seminar with their 

children every week.     

Continuing to illustrate the energy that abounds with 

our entry into liberal arts education are our first and 

third grade teachers.  Sister Peter Marie’s Ancient 

Greece-expert first graders, enthusiastically read about, wrote about, and painted 

the all-important olive tree!  They also enjoyed the experience, if not the taste, of 

eating various green and black olives. 

Mrs. Avery Uhing’s third graders celebrated Epiphany last Friday with a medieval 

banquet. White tablecloths, golden goblets, flowers, and madrigals helped to create 

the magical ambiance.  Mrs. Uhing’s delicious homemade feast of chicken legs, 

potato planks, rolls, carrots, cheese cubes, and pudding dessert was served with 

great love to caped lords and laurel-wreathed ladies.  This is a memory the children 

may treasure.  

 



Teaching and learning in this way is just so much fun! It even makes being a principal fun!  

In the Heart of Christ the King, 

 

Sister Mary Alma, C.K. 

No School:  There is no school for St. James children on Monday, January 17.  This is a teacher in-service day. 

SFA Meeting: Due to the recent increase in COVID cases, we are considering having our Tuesday, January 18  SFA 

meeting on-line.  Please watch for a final notification about the meeting. 

Thank you:  Thank you to the Knights of Columbus for sponsoring the Movie Night before Christmas break.  We hope 

you will do this again! 

SCRIP:   The few families who faithfully use Scrip, gave the school $1,042.60 in profit from their purchases during the 

months of October and November.  Thank you! If only more families would use SCRIP.  Please let us know it you would 

like us to teach you how to support your children’s education by using SCRIP. 

Volunteers Needed: We need more volunteers to sell SCRIP after Mass.  Please call the office if you are interested in 

selling.  It is not difficult and we will train you in what to do.  (402) 826-2318. 

Catholic Schools Week is Coming:  Catholic School Week this year will be celebrated from January 30 – February 4.  

More details of the special events will be coming your way soon! 

School Closings: St. James School will follow the Crete Public Schools for school closings and late start days due to 

dangerous weather conditions.  Call School Closing (402) 826-7890 or, in Spanish, School Closing: (402) 826-7888.  If the 

message says that Crete Public Schools are closed or have a late start due to inclement weather, know that the same is 

true for St. James School.  Our announcement will also be on KLKN-TV Channel 8 and KOLN.KGIN TV Channel 10/11.  

  

Coming Home Today in the Communication Envelope:  

Tuition envelope 
Scrip order form 
 

 

 

 


