
 
 
Dear Parents,          November 10, 2021 
 
 

Have you ever wondered why the Sisters aren’t around more often at parish or school events?  After all, we are School 
Sisters of Christ the King.  Why wouldn’t we be at the Fall Dinner?  Why aren’t we at Mass in the parish on the 
weekends?  Why don’t we accept invitations to dinner with school families?  Why aren’t we more available on evenings 
and weekends?  Why don’t we carry cell phones or have individual Facebook accounts to connect with families? 
 
These are just some of the many questions that we get 
periodically as people try to understand our lives.  To help 
answer those questions, we need to go back in time. 
 
Our founder, Bishop Glennon Flavin, was the bishop of the 
Lincoln Diocese from 1967-1992.  As you can well imagine, he 
saw many changes in the Church during that time period, not the 
least of which was the decline in women religious in our 
diocese.  I’ll let him share in his own words (from a letter) where 
the inspiration for founding our Community in 1976 came from: 
 

“I have always been convinced that an apostolic laity was 
necessary for the conversion of Southern Nebraska – that Christ may reign here (Priests and Sisters alone are 
not enough); and I was always convinced that an apostolic laity was not a possibility in our day without Catholic 
schools…I think there is no doubt that we cannot have genuine Catholic schools without the presence and 
witness of Sisters, whose lives are totally dedicated to God.  Now the number of Sisters in our schools has 
been steadily declining through the years.  Studying the ages of our present Sisters, I concluded that in another 
ten or fifteen years the great majority…would be retired or in heaven – and there will be no 
replacements…Thus our Catholic schools would cease to be.  There was only one alternative: to produce our 
own Diocesan Sisters…Thus the School Sisters of Christ the King were born.” 
 

What Bishop Flavin also witnessed in those years was a general religious decline in society.  Catholic and Christian 
principles were waning and so was the general sense of a deep faith in the Lord that 
could sustain the young women entering religious life.  A more secular outlook, even 
among members of the Church, made it harder for young people to hear and 
respond to the call of God to serve Him in a religious vocation.  
 
 

 

In response, when Bishop Flavin founded our community, he wanted us to witness to 
the radical nature of belonging totally to Christ the King.  He also wanted us to have a 
strong community spirit.  Our essence was to be spouses of Jesus who were first of 
all contemplatives.  We would further build up the Kingdom by forming a loving 
community and teaching Christ’s little ones.  Our call to follow Christ in chastity, 
poverty and obedience was to be sustained by both a strong prayer life and a strong 
community life so that we could truly serve our school families from a reservoir of 
grace.  We needed time to stay close to Jesus in prayer and time to spend with our 
Sisters to sustain our own “family” bond.  This entailed sacrificing many good things 
for the sake of a greater good, just as you do for your own families.  
 

 
So, the next time you wonder why the Sisters do or don’t do something, feel free to ask us!  But also know that our 
answer will be rooted in our love for the Lord and for you.  We love to connect with the children during the school day 



and find great joy in their stories and unique personalities.  We also enjoy the camaraderie of our school colleagues as 
well as chatting with parents whenever you stop by.  The best gift we can give your children, your families and the 
parishes we serve is to live our vocation authentically and joyfully.  That  means the pinch of not enjoying a meal at your 
home or other such activites, but more deeply it means the joy of knowing that Jesus will bless our small sacrifices and 
you, our school families, in ways that our physical presence never could.  And that is a pearl of great price! 
 

Special thanks to Sister Mary Angela, the Vice Principal of St. Joseph School in Lincoln, who wrote this article to 
share with all our Sister principals and the families in our various schools.  

 

In Christ’s Love, 
 
 
Sister Mary Alma, C.K. 
 
A Christmas Gift to the School:  Please see the enclosed flier for the SFA book drive. We are very excited to have 
these books that support our new History curriculum. 
 
Winter Coats: The Knights of Columbus will distribute requested winter coats this Friday, November 12 from 6:00-7:00 
pm.  These are for those families who filled out an application earlier. 
 
Confirmation Parent Meeting:  There is a meeting for parents who have children preparing to be confirmed this year.  
The meeting is on November 16 at 6:30 pm in the Parish Hall. 
 
Thanksgiving Break: There will be no school from Wednesday, November 24 – Sunday, November 28.  School resumes 
on Monday, November 29. 
 
Coming Home Today:  SFA Book Drive flier, Tuition Envelopes, Scrip Order Form 
 
 
 
 
 

 


