
 

 

Dear Parents,           October 27, 2021 

 

As announced at the delightful Poetry Recital last Tuesday, the St. James SFA plans to host a book drive for our 

school library.  This drive will be of a special caliber, for we are requesting books from the list offered by The 

Good and the Beautiful.  Many of these books are of the historical fiction genre. They will richly intertwine 

with our new history curriculum, which as you know, is the focus of our first step into the Catholic Liberal 

Education model of schooling. 

I have been reading books from The Good and the Beautiful since this past July and have found them to be 

worthy literature for Christian children.  Last evening I finished the book Gold Mountain.   True to its title, it is 

a treasure and just right for children at about the third or fourth grade reading level, though anyone would 

enjoy the tale.  It is the story of a brother and sister in a pioneer family settling in eastern Oregon in the 

1860’s, the days of the Gold Rush!  Well written and educational, the book is hard to put down as the two 

siblings journey in a covered wagon, learn how to pan for gold, ward off thieves, and help their parents to 

homestead.  What impressed me most was the way each member of the family cherished the other. Pa calls 

his wife, “his biggest lump of gold” and is far happier over her recovery to good health than any amount of 

riches he finds while panning the streams.  Brother and sister laugh frequently, are loyal friends, work hard to 

help their parents, and automatically think of sharing blessings with the other. 

The books I have read thus far from The Good and the Beautiful are ones of light.  In these stories, I have 

found examples of faith, kindness, optimism, forgiveness, courage, and solid family relationships. The 

characters have moral strength.  Finally, the books are of high literary quality and very enjoyable to read.   

More information on the SFA book drive will be coming your way soon.  Sometimes parents and students want 

to give a gift to the school for Christmas.  Our wish would be to fill our library shelves with these good and 

beautiful books! 

In the Heart of Christ the King, 
 
 
 
Sister Mary Alma, C.K. 
 

 
October is month to honor Mary.  Consider praying all or part of the rosary with your children during this month. 

Poetry Recital:  What a wonderful turnout!  Over 250 people attended.  Thank you for your support of St. James School 

and the SFA. 

All Saints Parade and Mission Carnival:  Please join us in the Parish Hall on Friday, October 29 for our 1st graders’ All 

Saints Parade followed by the 5th and 6th graders’ Mission Carnival at 1:45 pm.  Parents, grandparents, and younger 

siblings are welcome to the carnival!  

 



The First Graders Shared what they like about their chosen saints for the Saints Parade: 

Stella – Mother Teresa  “She cared for poor people and made homes for them.” 
Orlando – Blessed Stanly Rother “He talks to Jesus. He loves him a lot.” 
Sophia – St. Joan of Arc “She gets people to heaven.” 
Angie -  St. Kateri “I like her name.” 
Adrian – St. John Bosco “He does magic tricks. I can do magic tricks, too!” 
Taevan – St. Patrick “He told people about Jesus and Mary and baptized them.” 
Jayden – St. Padre Pio “He loved Jesus and had holes in his hands. He could appear in two places at once to help people 
in trouble.” 
Allison – St. Rose of Lima “She has flowers on her head.” 
Enrique – St. Juan Diego “Mary was on his shirt and flowers were dropping. She was happy people trusted him [Juan] at 
the end.” 
Elizabeth – St. Faustina “She received God. He came to her, and He talked to her.” 
Ezekiel – St. Isidor the Farmer “I like that he lived on a farm because I live on a farm.” 
Francisco -  St. Joseph “He took care of Jesus when He was growing up.” 
 

Help Your Child Do Better in School:  We are seeing a number of very tired children coming to school and this makes it 

very difficult for them to learn.  Did you know that experts recommend children between the ages of 6-12 get 9 – 11 

hours of sleep each night?  Please do your best to get your children into a good routine of bedtime and sleep.  Also, 

please remember that St. James School does not serve breakfast.  Your children should have something to eat at home 

before coming to school. 

SCRIP – If you could make money at no extra cost to yourself, wouldn’t you do it?  All you have to do is buy SCRIP gift 

cards at face value and a percentage of your purchase goes to the school.  For example, if you buy a $100 Walmart gift 

card from the school through the SCRIP program, St. James gets $2.50 from Walmart (2.5%). If you buy a $50 Runza gift 

card, St. James gets $5 from Runza (10%). This is a great way to budget for your family!  At the beginning of the month 

you can purchase the gift cards/SCRIP you will need for the whole month.  We offer cards for grocery stores, gas 

stations, retail, and Visa Debit Cards. If more families purchased SCRIP for the things they are going to buy anyway, we 

would have more free money coming to our school at no extra cost to you!  Think of the benefits this would bring for 

our school. Now’s the time to start!  See the attachment with the order form and remember that you get the full value 

on the card.  You can send orders to school to with your child or stop by the school office to order SCRIP.   

Please Help Sell SCRIP After Mass:  We could use your help with selling SCRIP after Mass.  Giving of your time in this way 

would be a service to God for His children.  Please contact Margaret Watts (850-228-8455, Margaret.watts@doane.edu) 

if you are able to give a little of your time to help sell SCRIP after Mass. Thank you and God bless you! 

SCRIP Profit Made for St. James:  St. James School received $438.98 from the SCRIP program during the months of July 

and August and $417.18 during September.  This profit is due to the support of about 20 faithful people who use SCRIP 

regularly.  Some of them don’t even have children in the school.  If all 74 of our school families used SCRIP, just think 

what we could do.  The profit would more than triple! 

 Coming Home Today: Tuition envelopes, SCRIP order form, and November Holt lunch menu. 
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