
 

 

Dear Parents,         September 15, 2021 

St. James School has Parent-Teacher Conferences on Thursday, September 30 from 9:00 – 

12:00, 2:00 – 5:00, and 6:00 – 8:00 m.  Please stop in the office to sign up or call the school to 

schedule a time.  (School Phone: 402-826-2318) Below are some tips for parents on preparing 

for conferences: 

 

Pray.  Invite the Holy Spirit to be a part of your conference. Ask for His guidance and His peace.   

 
Attend the parent-teacher conference. If your work schedule makes it difficult to meet during 
regular hours, make this clear to the teacher and try to set up a meeting time that is good for 
both of you. If you can’t visit in person, schedule a telephone call or online meeting to discuss 
your child’s progress. Whether in person or by phone, use the conference as a time to 
exchange information with the teacher and discuss ways to work together to enhance your 
child’s education. 
 
Arrive on time. Teachers usually have a tight schedule for conferences—typically 10 minutes 
per child and family. If you would like additional time to talk, ask for it ahead of time so you and 
the teacher will have plenty of time to discuss your ideas, concerns, and suggestions. Be 
considerate of other parents whose conferences will take place after yours. Remember that the 
teacher needs a few minutes between conferences to record the information shared and to 
prepare for the next parent. 
 
Listen with an open mind. Try to concentrate on what the teacher is saying instead of what 
you are going to say next. Ask questions when you don’t understand. Speak up if you disagree 
with a strategy or don’t understand how it will support your child’s development and learning. 
Explain the reasons for your views and voice your concerns, but be open to suggestions. Stay 
on the subject: your child’s progress. 
 
Be willing and ready to share information about your child and family. Families are the 
most important influence in a child’s life. You know your child better than anyone else and have 
valuable insights to share with the teacher. Share things about your child’s life at home—
personality traits, challenges, habits, friends, hobbies, and talents.  Focus on the things you 
believe the teacher needs to know. What kinds of things do you enjoy doing with your child? 
How do siblings relate to their brother/sister and vice versa? What kind of discipline do you use? 
What are your dreams for your child? What are your concerns? 
 
Stay focused on your child.  It is natural for our ideas about teachers and their role to be 
shaped by our own experiences.  Stay focused on your child and his or her unique 
temperament, individual needs, and special interests. 
 
Be prepared. You might think about or write down one or two questions to ask the teacher. It’s 
a good idea to ask the most important question first, in case time runs out.  



 
What if there is a problem? When there are problems, both teachers and parents need to stay 
calm and work together for the best interest of the child. You may need to schedule a 
subsequent meeting to keep working together on the problem. 
 
Stay involved. Try to visit the school frequently, not just for conferences and Back-to-School 
Night. Ask the teacher to suggest activities you can do at home to reinforce your child’s 
learning. Look for opportunities to engage yourself in your child’s education. 

The teachers and I look forward to talking with you on September 30!   

 

In the Heart of Christ the King, 

 

Sister Mary Alma, C.K. 

 

Lockdown Drill: The School will practice a lockdown drill on Thursday, September 16 at 10:00 

am.  It is only a drill.  Prudence and discretion will be used in explaining the purpose to the 

children. 

Mid-term reports: Mid-term reports are coming home for children in grades 5 and 6 on Friday, 

September 17. Please remember these are not the final report card grade for the quarter but 

only an indicator of how they are doing.  The children have another four weeks to bring up any 

low grades. 

Picture retakes: Picture retakes are on Wednesday, September 29. 

Upcoming SFA Meeting   Our next SFA meeting is Tuesday, October 19 at 6:30 pm.  Your 

children and the teachers will be reciting poems.  Let us know if you would like to recite one too. 

BUY $CRIP:  You buy gift cards for your favorite places to shop at face value and a percentage 

goes to the school. $CRIP is a wonderful way to support the school with no cost to you, since 

everyone needs to shop, eat, buy gas, etc. anyway.  Stop by the office to get your Scrip or to 

find out more information.   

Coming Home Today: Tuition envelopes, Scrip order form 
 


