
 

 

Dear Parents,          September 1, 2021 

Thank you to all who attended our Back-to-School night last week.  Your presence helped to make it a joyful evening!  

After sharing some poems with you, I meant to mention that the first through sixth grade children will be reciting their 

own poems at our next SFA meeting on Tuesday, October 19 at 6:30 pm. Be sure to mark your calendars! 

Our first step into a Catholic Liberal Education, the History curriculum, is going well.  The general outline of our 

curriculum is as follows:  

Pre-K  History as found in Fairy Tales and Nursery Rhymes 
Kindergarten:    Ancient Civilizations of Africa, South America, and Mesopotamia  (This will begin a little 

 later in the school year.) 
First Grade:        Ancient Greek 
Second Grade:   Ancient Rome 
Third Grade: Medieval History 
Fourth Grade:    From the Renaissance to the Founding of America    Second semester: Nebraska History 
Fifth and Sixth Grade:  United States History 

  

We have seen strong evidence that the children like History and are eager to learn more.  Second graders poured into 

their first library class declaring, “We want books on the Greeks!”  Another sign of enthusiasm included third grade Izzy 

Heath’s detailed explanation of Emperor Constantine’s battle at the Milvian Bridge in 321 AD and the inscription “in this 

sign conquer” emblazoned on his soldiers’ shields.  Margaret Watts shared that her 6th grade daughter MJ is enjoying 

classes more than ever before.  “We are learning about the Vikings and reading a book on Erik the Red,” related MJ.  

“Our discussions are really interactive.”  MJ also relishes the projects accompanying the study.  “Some of my classmates 

are making Viking weapons, boats, and longhouses.  My mom and I are going to sew a kirtle.” For those readers not up 

to date on medieval fashion, a kirtle is a one-piece garment worn by men and women in the middle ages.  

The Catholic tradition of education is very rich and centers strongly on history.  We have the wisdom of thousands of 

years of Judeo-Christian thought, experience, and culture to offer our students.  We want our children to know and 

receive deeply from that history which was good, beautiful and true and to learn from that which was not.  

History, if taught well, leads children to ponder the big questions of life.  Who am I?  Who is God?  What is the good 

person?  What is my responsibility toward others? What is justice? What is injustice?  What is my purpose in life?  

History also offers children knowledge of nobility of character, wisdom, and the inspiration to choose virtue for 

themselves.  Finally, the ultimate telos, or purpose, of History at St. James is relationship with Jesus Christ, the Lord and 

center of human history and the source of all goodness. 

Look for some parts of this newsletter and several pictures in the Crete News edition coming this September 15. 

In the Heart of Christ the King, 

 

 

Sister Mary Alma, C.K. 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL NIGHT  Thank you to all who attended.  We had 65% of our parents present.  Our next SFA meeting is 

Tuesday, October 19 at 6:30 pm.  We will have a poetry recital featuring your children! 



BUY $CRIP:  You buy gift cards for your favorite places to shop at face value and a percentage goes to the school. $CRIP 

is a wonderful way to support the school with no cost to you, since everyone needs to shop, eat, buy gas, etc. anyway.  

Stop by the office to get your Scrip or to find out more information.   

Coming Home Today: Tuition envelopes, Scrip order form, Hot lunch menu 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 


