
 

          August 16, 2021 

Dear Parents,  

 

Welcome back to school!    

Children young and old love stories.  Stories develop an understanding of the meaning of life and play an important role 

in forming the character of youngsters.  On this first day of school, therefore, the St. James faculty decided to have an 

all-school story!  All 111 of our Pre-K through 6th graders gathered together in the gym to hear Diamonds and Toads. 

Diamonds and Toads is a French fairy tale written by Charles 

Perrault.  Though likely told orally for years and years before, 

this story first appeared in writing and illustration in 1685.  

Charles Perrault intended it for the King’s niece.  So today 

your children heard a story meant for royalty!  As they are all 

sons and daughters of God, this is more than appropriate. 

The story centers on two sisters, one kind in heart and in 

speech and the other selfish, mean, and rude with her words.  

Both sisters, at separate times, end up having to go to a well 

to fetch some water.  There they encounter a stranger who 

asks them for a drink.   The two girls respond according to 

their character; the first politely giving the drink with gracious 

words and the second rudely refusing while serving herself.  

The stranger, who is actually a fairy in disguise, gives each one of these girls an extraordinary gift.  I will let your children 

describe the gifts received and how the story concludes.  Without spoiling the ending, I can share the moral. Kind deeds 

and gentle speech are beautiful and precious while heartlessness and rude words have their own, sometimes 

very undesirable, consequences.  If you would like to reread the story together with your children, you can find 

a similar version to what we read this morning at  https://fairytalez.com/toads-and-diamonds/  

We will be doing much with stories this year in History, Literature and Religion classes and making many 

connections between the three and with life in general.  As a follow-up from the fairy tale of Diamonds and 

Toads, you may want to read together the real story of what happened to Rebecca at the well when she 

responds kindly to a request for a drink of water.  See Genesis chapter 24 in your family Bible. 

 

In the Heart of Christ the King, 

 

 

 

 

Sister Mary Alma, C.K. 

Principal of St. James School 

 

 
 

https://fairytalez.com/toads-and-diamonds/


 

SCHOOL PICTURES  Picture day is rescheduled for Wednesday, September 1. 

Drop 0ff and Dismissal Times  St. James School day begins at 8:05 am.  Children may be dropped off no earlier than 7:30 

am.  Dismissal begins at 3:20 pm.   

UNIFORMS Be sure to have your child(ren) in uniform. Please see page 28  of the Parent Handbook for details.  If you 

want to trade, buy or give away school uniforms please come to the school office.. Jumpers are $5; pants, sweaters and 

shirts are $1.  Unused jumpers are always needed. 

HAIR STYLES: “Hair should be clean, well-groomed and its natural, God-given color (no hair extensions/feathers).  

Extremes in hairstyles are not acceptable.  Boys’ hair may not go below the collar, ear lobes or eyebrows.”  Hair needs to 

be its God-given color.   

BACK-TO-SCHOOL NIGHT is Tuesday, August 24th. The School Family Association meeting starts at 6:30 p.m. in the parish 

hall followed by classroom visits and a Title I meeting in St. James Hall for parents of students who qualify.  Back-to- 

School Night is a great opportunity to meet the teachers, and to learn about the curriculum and classroom policies.  We 

hope to see all of you there! 

BUY $CRIP:  You buy gift cards for your favorite places to shop at face value and a percentage goes to the school. $CRIP 

is a wonderful way to support the school with no cost to you, since everyone needs to shop, eat, buy gas, etc. anyway.  

Stop by the office to get your Scrip or to find out more information.   

A FINALIZED CALENDAR is being sent home today.   

Coming Home Today: Emergency Parent contact From, Updated School Calendar, Parent/Student Handbook, 

iPad Agreement Form, Hot Lunch Application Form, 

Hot Lunch Menu, Medication Authorization, Asthma Allergy Plan, Scrip Order Form, Box Tops for Education 

Flier, Crete Parks and Rec Forms, St. James School Re-opening Plan 21/22, COVID 19 Parent 

Acknowledgement, School Picture Envelope. 

 

 

 

 
 


