
 

Dear Parents,        February 4, 2021 

It has been a very happy Catholic Schools Week so far and there is still Friday yet to come!  The goodness began last 

Saturday with six of our school dads bravely helping Father Stoley to shovel multiple inches of snow off the roof.  This 

saved the second grade classroom and gym stairwell from days of water distractingly plunking into buckets.  Another 

dad used his front loader to haul the deposited snow over to the perimeter of the parking lot while a kind-hearted 

parishioner, with his tractor, worked on the north side. These men really saved the day for us!  A big thank you for your 

hours of service. 

Sunday saw our children handing out presents after the 9:00 am and 11:30 am Masses.  Mrs. Uhing and her third grade 

class carefully assembled 300 gift bags each containing a rosary ring and a handwritten note from our students in 

recognition of all that the Sacred Heart parishioners do in supporting St. James School. 

Monday came with the children dressed in their hoped-for future career outfits.  We had most everything: Wild Life 

Explorers, Priests, Bakers, Hairdressers, Soldiers, Scientist and even a President of the United States. (I think a former St. 

James student might win my vote if ever he or she were to run for office.)  The teachers had a delicious luncheon this 

day in a beautifully decorated environment provided by one of our St. James mothers.  The detail in the homemade 

decor and mementoes spoke of great generosity and love.   Speaking of which, who was the chief chef of the meal?  

None other than our own Father Stoley! 

Tuesday found the teachers’ Open House presentations online.  They are delightful!  Be sure to look on the school 

Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/StJamesCrete/  to see them if you have not already done so.  Each class has 

a special message for their parents.  Other Tuesday delights were Get Up and Move dancing at surprise intervals during 

the day and the traditional pizza luncheon.  Many wanted seconds! 

Wednesday would be a strong candidate for the “Favorite Day” award.  The students laughed heartily while being 

amazed at Mr. Eric Niedergeses, a Catholic from North American Martyrs parish in Lincoln.  He juggled balls, hoops, 

apples, bowling pins, and even rubber chickens!  He juggled standing, sitting, running, sprawled out on the floor, and 

astonishingly (there is a joke here – ask your children) while standing on a bowling ball.  In the afternoon, the teachers 

came through once again with a Creative Exchange activity for their own homeroom children.  We did not exchange 

rooms, but the creative part was certainly present.  

A late start today did not deter the Staff Appreciation Day celebration.  Donuts on placemats made by our Pre-K 

children, special Nebraska coffee, good company, and cards from the K-6 children made for a lovely time together.  The 

children had their own relaxing period, choosing a favorite book to read while munching on a snack during the Read and 

Feed.  

The highlight of the week, however, comes tomorrow as Father Stoley brings the Blessed Sacrament to each classroom 

for a brief time of adoration and a blessing.  The teachers and children have been preparing beautiful altars in each of 

their classrooms.  Some will be decorated with flowers, others with delicate origami hearts, others with written prayers, 

and still others with pictures of the Saints.  It is my hope that these exterior preparations assist with the even more 

important interior formation of a beautiful hearts turned in adoration toward the Lord. 

As you can see, we have been having quite a week of celebration.  (I did not even mention the roller skating which has 

certainly been a hit with the children and a great deal of work for our wonderful PE teacher, Mrs. Jochum.)   

God has been exceedingly good to us and He wants to give us so much more in this life and in the next. It is right to be 

joyful and celebrate!  Happy Catholic Schools Week to all!   

 

https://www.facebook.com/StJamesCrete/


Kindergarten Preview:  If you have a child who will be five years of age by July 31, please come to our Kindergarten 

Preview this Wednesday, February 10 from 5:00 – 6:00 pm.  If you are happy with St. James School, tell your friends 

about the event too. 

Parent Teacher Conferences:  Please call the school office to sign up for Parent-Teacher Conferences which will be held 

on Thursday, February 25. 

Good Shepherd and Sacred Heart Scholarship:  Please apply through  FACTS application found at the bottom of the 

front page on our school website. St James Elementary School We would like to have all scholarship 

applications in by February 25 if possible. 

 

Quarantine Rules:  If your child needs to quarantine, please call the school to find out details.  Quarantining is 

no longer 14 days and may now be as few as 7 days with testing or 10 days without testing. 

Please Be Prompt:  Parents, please do your best to be on time picking up your Pre-K children at 11:30 am or 

older students at 3:20 pm.  Everyone runs late occasionally and we are happy to assist when the unforeseen 

happens, but late pick-ups should not be a frequent occurrence, much less daily. 

Coming Home Today:   

 Formative Parenting Letter 

 Catholic Education Flier 

 Tuition Envelopes 

 Scrip Order Form 

 Summer Solutions Flier 

 Crete Youth Baseball Flier Grades 3-6 

 Youth Soccer Flier Grade 1-6 
 

In the Heart of Christ the King, 

 

 

Sister Mary Alma, C.K. 

 

http://www.st-james-crete.org/

