
 

 

 

Dear Parents,           October 31, 2018 

Tomorrow is the feast of All Saints, a day in which we remember all those who have gone to Heaven before us.  They are 
saints now and completely filled with grace and holiness.  Even though we are still down here on earth where things are 
much more complicated and messy, holiness is for us too.  Pope Francis has encouraging words to say to us on this topic 
in his apostolic exhortation Guadete et Exsultate.  He writes:   

To be holy does not require being a bishop, a priest or a religious.  We are frequently tempted to think that holiness is 
only for those who can withdraw from ordinary affairs to spend much time in prayer.  That is not the case.  We are all 
called to be holy by living our lives with love and by bearing witness in everything we do, wherever we find ourselves.  Are 
you called to the consecrated life?  Be holy by living out your commitment with joy.  Are you married?  Be holy by loving 
and caring for your husband or wife, as Christ does for the church.  Do you work for a living?  Be holy by laboring with 
integrity and skill in service of your brothers and sisters.  Are you a parent or grandparent?  Be holy by patiently teaching 
the little ones how to follow Jesus.  Are you in a position of authority?  Be holy by working for the common good and 
renouncing personal gain.   

This holiness to which the Lord calls you will grow through small gestures.  Here is an example: a woman goes shopping, 
she meets a neighbor and they begin to speak, and the gossip starts.  But she says in her heart: “No, I will not speak badly 
of anyone.”  This is a step forward in holiness.  Later, at home, one of her children wants to talk to her about his hopes 
and dreams, and even though she is tired, she sits down and listens with patience and love.  That is another sacrifice that 
brings holiness.  Later she experiences some anxiety, but recalling the love of the Virgin Mary, she takes her rosary and 
prays with faith.  Yet another path to holiness.  Later still she goes out onto the street, encounters a poor person and 
stops to say a kind word to him.  One more step. 

At our last faculty meeting, the teachers and I were discussing this section of Pope Francis’ writing.  We were surprised 
at the simple and obtainable examples Pope Francis gave.  He teaches us that holiness can be for all of us!  He goes on to 
say: 

Let the grace of your baptism bear fruit in a path of holiness.  Let everything be open to God; turn to him in every 
situation.  Do not be dismayed, for the power of the Holy Spirit enables you to do this, and holiness, in the end, is the fruit 
of the Holy Spirit in your life (cf Gal 5: 22-23).  When you feel the temptation to dwell on your weakness, raise your eyes 
to Christ crucified and say: “Lord, I am a poor sinner, but you can work the miracle of making me a little bit better.”  In 
the church, holy yet made up of sinners you will find everything you need to grow towards holiness.   

May you have a happy Halloween this evening (it come from All Hallows Eve – meaning All Holies Eve) and a wonderful 
All Saints day tomorrow!   

In the Heart of Christ the King, 

 

 

Sister Mary Alma, C.K. 

 

 



 

Important Dates    

November 
01  All Saints Day – Holy Day of Obligation – No school 
02  No School – Teacher in-service day 
05 - 09 Vocation Awareness Week 
06   Mother Joan Paul visits the school! 
12   1:20 pm early dismissal   Faculty Meeting 
21- 25  Thanksgiving break!  No school. 
 
 
SCRIP: SCRIP is a great fundraiser for St. James School and is easy to do on your part. Please consider using SCRIP for all 
your shopping needs. You purchase gift cards at face value and the school gains a percentage from each of your 
purchases. We have many vendors in stock for you to select from. We can also order something for you monthly if we 
don’t have it on hand. Orders can be filled in the school office during school hours. 

Volunteering at St. James School? Please make sure that you’ve completed the online Safe Environment and have filled 
out a background check form. Information can be found in the school office if you are unsure whether you can volunteer. 
If you completed these last year, you do not need to complete them again! 

Help Programs:  Families who may need some help at Christmas should contact the Crete Cares program at (402) 826-
2039 or Shaylene Smith with Toys for Tots at 402 826-5136.  St. James School is no longer participating in the St. Peter 
Adopt-A- Family program.  

COMING HOME: Tuition envelopes, Scrip order form, Hot Lunch menu. 

 

 


