
 

 

Dear Parents,        February 6, 2019 

St. Valentine’s Day, a favorite day for many school children, will soon be here.  Did you know there really was a Saint 
Valentine?  Actually, there were three!  Father Michael Christiansen, a good friend who I worked with for nine years at 
St. Peter School, wrote a history of St. Valentine for the Pawnee Republican Newspaper this year.  Below is a section of 
his article. 

Valentine’s Day takes its name from three different martyrs of the same Latin name, Valentinus.  Two were executed on 
February 14, 270 AD during the anti-Christian persecution of the Roman Caesar Claudius II. 

One Valentine was a priest of the city of Rome who was among those imprisoned during Claudius II’s persecution.  A 
jailer sympathetic to Christianity asked Valentine to give him and his blind daughter Julia instructions in the faith which 
Valentine did.  Valentine was later condemned to death and beheaded.  Legend says he left a farewell parchment to be 
read to his convert Julia signed, “From Your Valentine.”  Julia’s sight was restored when the martyred Valentine’s letter 
was read aloud to her.  His relics are enshrined today in the Roman Church of St. Praxedes. 

Another Valentine was a bishop of Terni located in the Umbrian hills northeast of Rome.  Ordinary Roman soldiers had 
been forbidden to marry by a decree of Emperor Claudius II.  At the time a growing number of Roman legionaries were 
secret Christians some of whom were married clandestinely by Bishop Valentine.  When this was discovered, Bishop 
Valentine was tortured with clubbing and scourging and then beheaded for defying the imperial edict. 

A third Valentine is named among a group of Christians martyred in Carthage, North Africa.  Nothing is known of him. 

After Christianity was liberated and legalized in 312 AD by Emperor Constantine, two popes began official devotion to the 
Roman priest named Valentine.  Pope Julius I (d. 352 AD) built a church in Rome honoring St. Valentine.  The church’s 
gate, once named Porta Valentini, still exists.  Pope Gelasius I designated February 14, as St. Valentine’s feast day in 496 
AD.   

We wish all of you a happy St. Valentine’s day.  May we all become so bold and strong in our love of God as these heroic 
Saints. 

 

In the Heart of Christ the King, 

 

 

Sister Mary Alma, C.K. 

 

 

Mandatory Meeting:  Please make every effort to have at least one parent attend the tuition/scholarship meeting this 
coming Tuesday, February 12 at 6:30 pm in the new parish hall.  Babysitting will be provided at the school.  You will need 
the information given at this meeting if you wish your children to attend St. James School next year.  Please call the 
office if you have an unresolvable conflict.  402 826-2318 



Parent Teacher Conferences:  Parent Teacher Conferences are being held tomorrow, Thursday, February 7 from 9:00 am 
– 12:00 pm, 1:00 pm- 5:00 pm, 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm.  Your time sheet was sent home earlier this week.  Please call the 
office if you need a reminder or if you need to change times.  402 826-2318.  There is no school for children on this day 
or on Friday, February 8. 

Catholic Schools Week:  Thank you to the St. James SFA and all parents for helping make last week’s Catholic Schools 
Week such a happy one.  From the  Opening Mass, Bakery Breakfast and roller skating at the beginning of the week to 
Bruce Arant’s illustration demonstrations in the middle, to the Eucharistic adoration and nursing home visits at the end, 
it was a fabulous celebration of Catholic education.     

Feast of St. James:  Parents are welcome to join us for a poetry recital as we celebrate the Feast of St. James on Friday, 
February 22.  The recital will begin at 1:30 pm in the gym and be followed by fun classroom activities in honor of our 
Patron Saint. 

SCRIP: We could use more volunteers to help with SCRIP sales after Mass.  Please contact the school if you are 
interested in helping.  SCRIP sales are very important for St. James School!  

Dress Warmly:  Please remember that while all jackets and sweatshirts are allowed outside at recess, students are allowed 
to wear only uniform sweatshirts inside the classroom.  The classroom is kept at a comfortable temperature, however, 
going from a heavy winter coat to short sleeves leaves students feeling cold.  Please make sure they wear long-sleeved 
shirts or a uniform sweatshirt for the classroom.  You may contact the school if you would like to buy St. James apparel, 
however, any plain sweatshirts (not hoodies) and cardigans in the same colors as the uniform shirts are also allowed. 

School Closings: St. James School will follow the Crete Public Schools for school closings and late start days due to 
dangerous weather conditions.  Call School Closing (402) 826-7890 or, in Spanish, School Closing: (402) 826-7888.  If the 
message says that Crete Public Schools are closed or have a late start due to inclement weather, know that the same is 
true for St. James School.  Our announcement will also be on KLKN-TV Channel 8 and KOLN.KGIN TV Channel 10/11.   

COMING HOME: Tuition envelopes, Scrip order forms, Summer Solutions flier, Crete Recreation Youth Soccer flier, Crete 
Diamonds Softball flier, Flu information sheet. 

Upcoming February  Dates:   

   7  Parent Teacher Conferences  9:00 am – 12:00 pm, 1:00 pm- 5:00 pm, 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm.   
    8 No School.  Enjoy the long weekend. 
   11 No morning or afternoon bus services.  School is in session. 
   12 Mandatory Tuition/Scholarship meeting for parents.  6:30 pm in new parish hall 
  Mid-term reports for grade 5 and 6 come home 
   18        No school – Teacher in-service day 
   20 Kindergarten Preview  5:00 pm 
   21 SFA Meeting 6:30 pm 
   22        Feast of St James celebrated.  1:30 pm Poetry recital 
   23 First Penance 10:00 am 
   25 No afterrnoon bus services 
   26 First Holy Communion Parent Meeting 
 
 
 

   

 

 

 


