
 

 

Dear Parents,          April 3. 2019 

The School Sisters of Christ the King have served in St. James School as principals and 
teachers for 22 years now. This is largely because for the past 25 years, Mother Joan 
Paul has been our Superior General.  April 23rd will be a unique day in the life of our 
Sisters as we will elect a new Mother Superior. 

There is no need to fear as our religious community is blessed with a strong founding 
charism and wonderful Sisters.  We are all committed to serving at St. James School 
as long as we are able, needed, and wanted.   

I write this letter mainly to ask for your prayers of thanksgiving for Mother Joan Paul 
and to share with you a little of her life as she has been an important, though hidden, 
factor in the lives of your children.   

Mother Joan Paul is the daughter of a Montana rancher.  She rode a horse to her 
country schoolhouse in her grade school days. Mother professed perpetual vows in 
1984 (pictured here with Bishop Flavin) and was initially appointed as Mother 
General by Bishop Flavin, our founder, in 1994.  We were founded in 1976, and for 

the first 19 years were under the leadership of Bishop Flavin who delegated much of the daily governance to 
the IHM (Sisters Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary) Sisters from Immaculata, PA.  In 1994 the last of 
the IHM Sisters who helped us get started, returned to PA, and Mother Joan Paul was appointed.  We then 
elected Mother in our first Chapter of Elections in 2001, we re-elected her in 2007 and did the same in 2013.  
After 25 years of service to our community as Superior General, she will be handing off the reins on April 23, 
when we have our Chapter of Elections and choose a new Mother General from among our Sisters.   (I wonder 
if that is what she is thinking about in this recent picture below.)   

It was Mother Joan Paul who decided to have our Sisters come to St. James.  She has been steadfast in keeping 
us here though there are ample requests from other pastors and schools around the Diocese and around the 

country.  So much of the work of this gracious and unassuming 
woman is not known to lay faithful and yet her work is every bit as 
much for the benefit of your children as the Sisters you see daily.  If 
you would like to send Mother Joan Paul a note of gratitude, I am 
sure it would touch her heart.      
 
Mother Joan Paul      
Villa Regina Motherhouse     
4100 SW 56th Street 
Lincoln, NE  68522 
 
In In the Heart of Christ the King, 
 
Sister Mary Alma, C.K. 



Important Announcement:  St. James School will have an early out on Monday, April 8.  We will dismiss at 1:20 pm.  This 
is not an early out day, however, for Crete Public School.  There will be no afternoon bus.  Please plan to pick up your 
children at 1:20 pm.  Exception:  Mrs. Ward will stay with children in the Cardinal Nest, Cardinal Crew, and Cardinal Zone 
programs and walk them to the Public Schools at 3:20 pm.   

Mark Your Calendar for SFA:  Please plan to attend our upcoming SFA meeting on Thursday, April 11 at 6:30 pm.  At this 
meeting we will elect our new SFA officers, set goals for the 2019-2020 school year, and explain how St. James School is 
in compliance with the Child Internet Protection Act.  St. James School keeps your children safe by: 

a. Adult supervision anytime and every time students are online. 
b. Appropriate Use Policies signed by every student and guardian 
c. Internet Safety Program, K-12 (iSafe) 
d. Websense Internet Filter (enforced for all users)  

 

Stations of the Cross:  You are invited to join the St. James children in praying the Stations of the Cross each 
Friday at 2:30 pm during Lent.  The Sixth Graders’ presentation of the Living Stations of the Cross will be on 
Friday, April 12 at 2:30 pm. 

Playground Improvements?:   Help the school make some big improvements on our playground area next 
year by your support of the Calendar Lottery.  Calendar Lottery is our main St. James School fund raiser.  We 
need every St. James parent to help, please!  Each family is asked to sell 10 tickets ( 5 for preschool-only 
families).    The top selling class will get to choose from a class bowling party or an ice-cream party with Caleb 
the school guinea pig. 

Another Deadline Extended.  Act now!:  Please remember that tuition for the 2019-2020 school year is 
$1,300.00 per child for the first three children.  Parents who would like a scholarship must fill out the FACTS 
application by April 15. This is the absolute final deadline. There is a link to the application on the school 
website.  Parents who need help in filling out the application should call the school at (402) 826-2318.  We are 
happy to sit down and help you with the application. 

SCRIP: We could use more volunteers to help with SCRIP sales after Mass.  Please contact the school if you are 
interested in helping.  SCRIP sales are very important for St. James School!  

COMING HOME:  Tuition envelopes, Scrip order forms, Doane Kids Fishing Derby, ITBS test results for grades 3-
6, Bright Lights flier, Ignatius Book Club flier 

Upcoming April Dates: 
 
5 First Holy Communion Retreat Day 
6 Fisrt Holy Communion  3:30 pm 
8 1:20 early dismissal  
11 SFA meeting  6:30 pm 
12 Living Stations of the Cross 
16 Mid-term 
 Seminarian visit 
17  Seminarian visit 
18 – 23  No School - Holy Triduum and Easter Week   
23 Elections of the new Mother Superior.  Please pray! 
 
 
  


