
 

Dear Parents,        September 5, 2018 

Do you remember the prayer to your guardian angel?  The whole school prays it together at the end of 

each school day at St. James. 

 Angel of God, my guardian dear, to whom God’s love commits me here; 
 ever this day be at my side to light and guard, to rule and guide.  Amen. 
 
Although a sweet and childlike prayer, it contains great truths.  God our Father has given each of us an 
angel to lead us safely through the snares of evil as we journey to our home in Heaven.  The Catechism 
of the Catholic Church quotes St. Basil in teaching, “Beside each believer stands an angel as protector 
and shepherd leading him to life.  CCC 336   These angels are real persons, though angelic rather than 
human in nature.  They are pure spirits having free will but no bodies.  The Saints tell us that they 
surround us, but we cannot see or hear them except on very special occasions, such as when the angel 
Gabriel came to Mary or when the shepherds of Bethlehem encountered a multitude of the heavenly 
host singing praises to God.  
 
How do our guardian angels lead us if we normally cannot see or hear their voices?  They inspire our 
thoughts with holy suggestions.  This they do frequently, and I would venture to say, even several times 
each day.  Though they propose, they cannot force.  We are always free to accept or reject their 
inspirations.   
 
This probably sounds, again, sweetly familiar to most Catholics, but it is serious matter especially when 
put next to the flipside truth that the fallen angles, demons, also make suggestions in our thoughts.   
Once again, we are completely free to accept or reject them.  Both types of angels want their counsel to 
be followed.  The good guardian angels, because they love us and want to lead us to everlasting 
happiness with them in Heaven, the bad fallen demons because they envy and hate us.  They want to 
dupe us and then torment us here and in Hell.  St. Athanasius writes, “It now depends on man, who 
finds himself between two angels, each one seeking to lead him in a different way, to make the one 
triumph over the other.” To do this we must learn to distinguish between the thoughts they present.  
The Saints teach us how. 
 
The saintly wisdom of how to distinguish thoughts coming from the good verses the bad angels will be 
the main spiritual topic of our next newsletter and, I hope, good preparation for the feast of the 
Archangels and guardian angels coming in a few weeks.  Don’t worry, everyone, even little children can 
easily learn to distinguish between the two.  In the meanwhile, consider praying to your guardian angel.  
Perhaps you want to take up saying the childhood prayer once more or you may want to thank your 
angel for all his efforts on your behalf.  Ask your angel to help you recognize his good inspirations and to 
grow in purity of heart.  Your prayers will be heard and accepted. 
 
In the Heart of Christ the King, 

 

Sister Mary Alma, C.K. 



Important Dates 

       
September   05  Title I Parent Meeting 4:00 pm. in St. James library.  
   10 1:20 pm- Early dismissal – Faculty meeting 
   12 Diocesan Education Office Visitation 
   18 Mid-term 
   19 Mid-term reports for grades 5 and 6 go home 
   24   No afternoon bus today.  Please make arrangements for your child(ren). 
   27 No School.         
   Parent Teacher Conferences  9 am – 12:00 pm, 1:00 – 500 pm, 6:00 – 8:00 pm 
   28 No School!  Enjoy a free day! 
   30 Teacher Honor Banquet in Lincoln – Miss Kopetzky will be honored. 
 

 
Asbestos Notification:  St. James is an asbestos free school. 

BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT   65% of St. James parents attended the SFA meeting and Back to School Night 

on  Tuesday, August 28. Your presence makes the school a better place.  Thank you for your support.  

Our next SFA meeting is on Thursday, October 18 at 6:30 pm. 

PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES   Conferences this fall will be held on Thursday, September 27 from          

9 am – 12:00 pm, 1:00 – 500 pm, 6:00 – 8:00 pm.  If you have not already signed up, please do so right 

away.  Mrs. Hier will be in Rome from September 21 – October 1.  She will not be able to sign anyone up 

after September 20.   

Translating Help Needed  If you would be interested in helping to translate newsletters and other 

materials from English into Spanish, please let the office know.  Right now the translation happens just 

through the computer and the computer makes many mistakes!  If you have this skill to offer, it would 

be of tremendous service to our school. 

SCRIP: SCRIP is a great fundraiser for St. James School and is easy to do on your part. Please consider 

using SCRIP for all your shopping needs. You purchase gift cards at face value and the school gains a 

percentage from each of your purchases. We have many vendors in stock for you to select from. We can 

also order something for you if we don’t have it on hand. Orders can be filled in the school office during 

school hours. 

HANDBOOK The handbook is being updated and should be ready for you to receive with the next 

newsletter. 

Volunteering at St. James School? Please make sure that you’ve completed the online Safe Environment 

and have filled out a background check form. Information can be found in the school office if you are 

unsure whether you can volunteer. If you completed these last year, you do not need to complete them 

again! 

 
COMING HOME: Tuition envelope, Family Directory, Scrip Order form, Crete Backpack Program flier, 5 K 

Fun Run Flier, Doane Youth Day flier. 


