
 

 

Dear Parents,          February 28, 2018 

There have been two big highlights in the past six school days and two more are potentially in the making.  Never a dull 

moment! 

The first, Mr. Marc Goodrich’s and Mr. Sergio Leiva’s reading presentation at the February 20 SFA meeting, was practical 

and fun!   They offered resources and spoke of the importance of reading to your children at home, having lots of books 

around the house, visiting the library, and discussing the books you read.   They suggested dozens of other helpful tips.  

One strategy I really liked was called, “You Choose, I Choose, We Choose.”  In this plan, the child first chooses a book.  

Then both child and parent read and talk about it.   Next it is the parent’s turn to choose the book.  Reading and 

discussion by both follow.  Finally, parent and child together choose the third book, read and chat about it.  This could 

be done all in one evening with brief bedtime stories for toddlers, or over several days for children of ages 4-8 years, or 

over several weeks with older children. 

The feedback I received from parents who attended was all positive, but I really knew the presentation was effective 

when one parent, a few days later, shared how she had actually started going to the library with her daughter.  If you 

were not able to attend the meeting and would like to learn more, please ask us in the school office. 

The second event, one of even higher value for the happiness of your children, was the Eucharistic procession for our 

celebration of the Feast of St. James on Monday, February 26.  The sixth grade girls strew rose petals along the path as 

Father Major, carrying Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, and the sixth grade altar boys led the rest of the school in a grand 

procession.  Canopy, bells, and incense helped us all to realize the sacredness of the event.  After encircling the block, 

the children went to their own classrooms and knelt beside their desks.  Father Major brought the Blessed Sacrament 

into every room of the school and each child and teacher received Jesus’ blessing.  The children’s reverence was 

exceptional.  It was truly an awesome morning and all agreed that the Eucharistic procession is a keeper for the Feast of 

St. James. 

The March 20 SFA meeting is one of the upcoming events which could be very powerful.  The SFA board thought to use 

this time for parent discussion groups.  The hope is that parents could meet in smaller groups according to their interest 

and hear from each other about parenting and educational concerns.  Some promising possible discussion topics are:  1) 

How can you better support the school?  2) How do you establish bedtime, homework, home chores and other 

formative childhood routines?    3) How do you monitor your child’s use of internet games? 4) What do you do if your 

child struggles with friendships?  5) What do you do when your child refuses to obey you?  Thought-provoking?  Do you 

have other discussion topic ideas?   Please find and fill out the enclosed survey which will help us to fashion the meeting 

according to your interest and parenting needs. 

As for the second upcoming event  . . .  please stay tuned for the next Bridge newsletter. 

 

In the Heart of Christ the King, 

 

Sister Mary Alma, C.K. 

 

 



Testing Week  March 5 - 9 begins our standardized testing in grades 3-6.  These tests are helpful in giving the school 

important information on the educational strengths and challenges of each student and class.  The results do not affect 

the students’ report cards, but we do use the information, along with other data, in making decisions for the scholastic 

program of our school.  To help your children have a good testing week, please be sure that they get plenty of sleep and 

eat a good breakfast.  The students will not have homework assignments this week and will be given extra recesses and 

snacks between  testing times. 

It is Calendar Lottery Time:   Calendar Lottery is our main St. James School fund raiser.  We need every St. 

James parent to help, please!  This year’s funds will go toward new shelving and books for the St. James School 

library.  Ticket prices are still $25.00.   The lottery sales start on Feb. 14th and ends on April 5th when the tickets 

will be due back at the school.  The drawing will be after 9 AM Mass on Sunday, April 8th. 

Pre-K Parents:  If you are wanting your child to attend St. James School next year, and did not attend Kindergarten 

Preview, please pick up your registration forms in the office.   

Now Enrolling Little Apostles Preschool:  We are enrolling children for the three and four year old Little 
Apostles Preschool program.  Children must be 3 or 4 years old by July 31, 2018 in order to attend.  Children 
must also be potty-trained.  Please call the office at (402) 826-2318 for registration information.   
 3 year old program Tuesday/Thursday 8:00 – 10:30 AM 
 4 year old program Monday/Wednesday/Friday 8:00 – 11:30 AM 
 
Scrip Program:  If you are still not sure about how the Scrip program works, think of it as a simple exchange.  

You take the money you were going to spend anyway on items such as groceries, household products, or gas 

and give it to us.  We in turn give you a card worth exactly that amount to use at the store.  That is all it is on 

your part.  The merchants, however, give a percentage of the purchase back to St. James School.  With only 

5% of our school families (plus some faithful parishioners) using Scrip, the school receives close to $6,000.00 

Imagine what it could be if everyone used Scrip!  Many of the school’s unmet needs would vanish. 

Ice and Snow.  How Will You Know If School is Closed?  St. James School will follow the Crete Public Schools 

for school closings and late start days due to dangerous weather conditions.  Call School Closing (402) 826-

7890 or, in Spanish, School Closing: (402) 826-7888.  If the message says that Crete Public Schools are closed 

or have a late start due to inclement weather, know that the same is true for St. James School.  Due to the 

shorter schedule, St. James Preschool classes will not meet on days during which the school has a late start.   

Upcoming dates: 

February 28 4th – 6th attend the Lied Center Symphony 
March 1 State Day 
March 2 Stations of the Cross  2:30 PM 
March 5-9 Iowa Skills Testing Week – Grades 3-6 
March 6 First Holy Communion Parent Meeting 6:30 PM 
March 9 Confirmation Retreat Day 
March 13 Confirmation 7:00 PM 
 

Coming Home Today:   Scrip Order Form, Tuition Envelope, Hot Lunch Menu, Confirmation Parent/Sponsor 
letter – grade 5, Babysitting Clinic CPR Training Flier – Grades 5 and 6, Summer School forms. 
 

 


