
 
September 3, 2014 

Dear Parents, 
 
I wanted to take today’s newsletter to discuss the following part of the handbook:  
Telephone/Cell phones 

 Students are not to receive or make calls during school hours unless they have permission from the 
teacher or administration.  Messages may be left at the school office.  

 Our goal is to keep your children safe. So many cell phones available to children today have unlimited 
and often unfiltered internet access. This access poses an alarming risk to your children. Therefore, 
students who bring cell phones to school are required to bring them to the office during school hours 
(before Mass through dismissal). Cell phones which are found on their person, or in their possession 
(backpacks, coat pockets, etc.) will be confiscated and will remain in the school office until the parent of 
the child meets with the administration regarding cell phone use in school and internet/cell phone 
safety for students at St. James School.  

 
For the safety of your children we have decided to have all cell phones brought to the office during school hours. 
They are not needed during the school day.  
 
Most cell phones have access to the internet built right in, and unfortunately most parents have not set any 
limits, controls, or even monitor the internet access that their children have through their cell phones. The 
internet connection is not limited just to cell phones. Many other devices (xbox, iPod’s, etc.) also have internet 
connections that most likely remain unfiltered and unmonitored. With devices that are not monitored, filtered, 
there poses a huge risk for your children. I do not want any child walking away from school having viewed 
something inappropriate on their friend’s cell phone!  
 
The roots & implications of this type of behavior go beyond just the viewing of material on a cell phone. It is 
rooted in our very existence as a beloved child (son/daughter) of God. I know and believe that there is not one 
of you that wants your child to be hurt, exposed to evil or even to choose that evil on their own and to share 
that experience with others. You truly want your children to be good, to choose the good, and to lead others to 
heaven. That is why your children are at St. James School.  
 
In partnering with you we have implemented the above policy for our cell phone use – for the safety of your 
children!  
 
I encourage you to find out the capabilities of the cell phones your children use. Monitor them, check their texts, 
their photos, and place parental controls on them. If you are unsure of how to do this or what to look for, please 
ask! There are videos and other information on the Diocesan website that can assist you.  
 
I know that later in the month of September there will be a “Sunday Seminar” regarding this topic. A “Sunday 
Seminar” is a short, brief talk that will take place between the two masses on Sunday – open to people who 
attend either Mass. I encourage you to watch for this information and plan on attending. It is important, not just 
for you to gain the information presented, but for the sake of your children.  
 
If you are interested in more information, I do have some in the school office and would be willing to loan it to 
you. Please let me know. God bless you. 
 

Sister Mary Cecilia, C.K. 

 



 
 

Coming Home Today in the Communication Envelope: 

SCRIP form 

Tuition reminders 

Back to School 2014 booklet 

September 2014 Apostleship of Prayer 

Boy Scout flyer (grades 1-5) 

Weekly Hot Lunch Menu 

 

 

 

 

[Type a quote from the document or the 

summary of an interesting point. You can 

position the text box anywhere in the 

document. Use the Drawing Tools tab to change 

the formatting of the pull quote text box.] 

 

Prayer to Saint James 

St. James the Greater, patron of our school, 

enkindle in our hearts the same burning love you 

had for our Lord. May we answer His call, as you did, 

to be “fishers of men”. May we possess your zeal for 

Christ, a love that led you to be the first Apostle to 

die for the faith. Protect, direct and bless our school 

family. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Intentions of the Holy Father for September: 

Mentally Disabled– That the mentally disabled may 

receive the love and help they need for a dignified 

life. 

Service to the Poor – That Christians, inspired by the 

Word of God, may serve the poor and suffering. 

SCRIP: Our main fundraiser is SCRIP! Please consider 

using SCRIP for all your shopping needs. You 

purchase gift cards at face value and the school 

gains a percentage from each of your purchases. We 

have many vendors in stock for you to select from. 

We can also order something for you if we don’t 

have it on hand. Orders can be filled in the school 

office during school hours. 

Tardy/Absence Policy: If you arrive after 8:10 a.m. 

please walk your child (K-6) into church; do not have 

them wait alone in front of school. If you are going 

to be late or have a sick child, please call the school 

office to let us know. If we notice that your child is 

absent and we do not know why we will call you to 

confirm their absence. 

Upcoming Dates 

September 17 – Midterm grades sent home 

September 26 – School Pictures 

October 2 – 1:20 Dismissal 

October 2 & 3 – Parent Teacher Conferences 

October 3 – No School 

October 7 – Living Rosary (3rd grade) 

October 10 – 5th & 6th grade field trip 

October 13 – No School 

October 16 – 1:20 Dismissal 

October 17 – End of 1st Quarter 

Computer/Internet Use form: This form MUST be signed and 

returned in order for your child to use our computer lab & access 

the internet media available to them in our school. The 

computer/internet use policy is located in the handbook. The 

form that must be signed and returned is located at the end of the 

handbook. Please make sure that you have completed and 

returned this form! 

Mark your calendars! The annual Marian Mass is Wednesday, 

September 10th at the Waverly Retreat House. This is a beautiful 

evening, beginning with the Fatima play, Mass, Rosary & 

Candlelight procession. Please plan on attending if you have not 

attended in the past – it truly is a beautiful experience. 

SchoolStore.com – Send out those emails & register on line for 

this school fundraiser. Each year there is a contest – this year’s 

winner will receive $10,000 for the family, $5,000 for their 

classroom & a $100,000 school playground make-over! What an 

amazing prize! Information was sent home last week, but if you 

need more information please contact the school office. 

Volunteering at St. James School? Please make sure that you’ve 

completed the online Safe and Sacred Program and have filled out 

a background check form. Information can be found in the school 

office if you are unsure whether you can volunteer. If you 

completed these last year, you do not need to complete them 

again! 

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! We’ve had a very peaceful 

beginning to the school year. 

Sick child? If your child shows symptoms of being ill (fever, 

vomiting, etc.) they should be kept home until they are free of 

these symptoms for 24 hours without the aid of medication. 


