
 

 

 

Dear Parents,             September 28, 2016 

 

To our surprise, the Rain Forest Animals arrived at St. James School on Thursday, September 22, 2016 – six 

days earlier than expected.  We adjusted quickly to the scheduling error (my apologies to any parent who had 

hoped to attend) and enjoined a fascinating educational presentation.  Afterwards, Miss Morehead’s second 

grade class wrote about the assembly.  I chose Carson Hebert’s paragraph to share with you because I thought 

it would give you a good idea of the presentation, the excitement, and the detailed learning which took place.  

Eight-year-old Carson writes: 

We saw amazing animals!  I saw a parrot, a coatimundi, cockroaches, a skink, a tegu, a boa constrictor, and a 

tortoise.  It was cool.  The woman said that a tortoise’s back is made out of keratin.  The coatimundi jumped off 

the woman’s shoulder.  Gareth held a boa constrictor.  It was cool!  The skink stuck its tongue out.  They put 

cock roaches on Tyler and Stephanie.  The coatimundi crawled up on the woman.  Tegu also stuck out its 

tongue at us.  The parrot talked when the woman was talking.  The woman said that the tegu had very big 

jaws and that the coatimundi was six months old.  The boa constrictor was seven feet long.  The cockroaches 

clean themselves like a cat.  The skink’s tongue is blue.  The parrot needed to go to the bathroom in the gym. 

Flat belly girl and round belly boy.    

For those of you who might not have understood Carson’ last phrase, you can tell a boy tortoise from a girl 

tortoise (at least this type of tortoise)  by looking at its belly!  Flat belly girl and round belly boy.   

We thank our Lord again, as we did at the beginning of the Rain Forest Animal presentation, for creating so 

many animals for us to enjoy and for giving us the ability to learn about their magnificence.  May the wonder 

and awe of His creation lead us to know our wonderful and awesome God!   

The next special assembly for the St. James children will occur on October 12 when giant puppets from “Kids 

on the Block” will teach about the power of words and what to do if someone is being teased. 

In the Heart of Christ the King, 

 

Sister Mary Alma, C.K. 

 

Upcoming Dates: 

September 29 – Grade 5 Class Mass 

September 30 – Picture day 

October 4  –  Grade 2 Class Mass  

Living Rosary  2:30 PM  This is a calendar change! 

October 12 Kids on the Block puppets 9:30 – 10:05 AM  PreK – Grade 2 

      10:15 – 11:05 AM Grades 3-6 



 

Volunteer for Meals:  Some of you may know, while others may not, that during the school year there are six Teacher 

Meals and a 6th Grade Promotion Breakfast provided by parent volunteers.  This year’s plan is to delegate each meal to 

the parents of two grades at a time.  Starting in October, look for an ORANGE colored paper with the heading ~SFA 

NEEDS YOU!~ across the top.   Be sure to sign up for one of the designated areas of service and return to the school 

promptly.  Thank you and advance and blessings from the SFA Board. 

 

Next SFA Meeting:  October 18 at 6:30 PM  Math Fact Mania Night 

Did you Know?  SFA funds paid for the Rain Forest presentation at St. James.  SFA supports St. James spiritual, academic, 

and family programs.  Thank you for being an active member of St. James SFA! 

SCHOOL PICTURE INFORMATION 

If you plan on ordering pictures of your child at our annual school pictures (September 30), your child must have their 

photo envelope with them at the time the picture is taken. Either the envelope must contain the payment for the 

picture, OR the code given at the time you made an online purchase at the website listed on the photo information 

sheet.   Retakes will be on November 4; if you plan on purchasing pictures and do not have your photo envelope at the 

time pictures are taken on September 30th, you will need to wait until the retake date.  There will not be retakes after 

November 4.  

Your child may wear “non-uniform” clothing to school on picture day. Clothing must still meet the standards (from the 

handbook): 

 Neat – no tears or wrinkles 

 Clean – no stains 

 Modest – not tight-fitting; no midriffs; must have sleeves, modest necklines; dresses/skirts must be below the 

knee 

 Nothing offensive, immoral or otherwise inappropriate in a Catholic School environment. 

 

Parent Teacher Conferences: Parent Teacher Conferences will held on Thursday, October 13 from 2:00 – 5:00 PM and 

6:00 – 8:00 PM and Friday, October 14 from 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM.  Please sign up in the school office or call us at        

(402) 826-2318.   

Boys Town Skill for Sept. 26-30:   Staying on Task 

1. Look at your task or assignment. 

2. Think about the steps needed to complete the task. 

3. Focus all of your attention on the task. 

4. Stop working only when instructed. 

5. Ignore distractions and interruptions from other. 

Volunteering at St. James School? Please make sure that you’ve completed the online Safe and Sacred Program and 

have filled out a background check form. Information can be found in the school office if you are unsure whether you can 

volunteer. If you completed these last year, you do not need to complete them again! 

SCRIP: SCRIP is a great fundraiser for St. James School and is easy to do on your part. Please consider using SCRIP for all 

your shopping needs. You purchase gift cards at face value and the school gains a percentage from each of your 

purchases. We have many vendors in stock for you to select from. We can also order something for you if we don’t have 

it on hand. Orders can be filled in the school office during school hours. 

Safety Tip:  If you drop off or pick up your child at the front side (south) of the school, please have your child, enter and 

exit on the side of the car nearest the school building.  This avoids children having to walk between cars.   


