
 
September 17, 2014 

Dear Parents, 
 
Coming home in today’s communication envelope from the school office is a Parent Guide to the new “Virtues in 

Practice” program that we are beginning to put into place. This program is meant to encompass both the home 

and the school in providing not only education in the Christian virtues, but an opportunity to deepen in our 

understanding and practice of the virtues. You receive the Parent Guide once – it will last you for the entire time 

your child attend St. James School. Your child will receive a booklet for the year, which is both virtue & grade 

specific. These books are to be used both at school (during the instruction time) as well as at home (as you are 

working on the “home project” (see below). 

The program has 3 cycles – Faith, Hope and Charity. Each year focuses on one of these theological virtues, while 

introducing the students to different saints and “smaller” virtues with in each “larger” virtue. For instance, this 

year we will be focusing on Faith, and the monthly virtues are: faith, reverence, stewardship, generosity, 

gratitude, honesty, mercy, justice and zeal. Each grade level has different saints that the students will hear 

about, so when the cycle is repeated three years from now, the students will hear about new saints associated 

with that particular virtue. Every student in the school will be hearing about the same virtue at some point 

during the month. This enables us to have a school-wide focus, which will carry over into your family. 

What I find most compelling about this program is the inclusion of a “Home Project”. This is a simple project that 

is to be completed at home with your family. The projects vary – sometimes praying together, making visits to 

the Blessed Sacrament, write a thank you card. Each month has a variety 

of projects for you to choose from. This will enable you to complete 

something that your family can actually do!  

These booklets will also provide a concise “keepsake” of information on 

the faith growth of your child. We often collect trophies, certificates, 

prizes for sports or academics, but rarely do we keep track of the growth 

of our children in the area that is most important – their faith! These 

booklets are bound with a protective plastic cover so that you can keep 

them for future reference – at your child’s graduation from high school, 

college, or even at their 25th jubilee celebration of religious profession or 

ordination! 

On a different note, thank you for signing up for the fall Parent-Teacher 

Conferences! If you have not signed up, please call the school office (or 

stop in at dismissal time) to arrange for a time. These fall conferences are 

“mandatory” in the sense that we will arrange a time for all parents who 

have not signed up on their own; we want our teachers to have a chance 

to meet with you and talk about the educational progress of your child. 

Often that progress includes social & behavioral aspects as well. I 

encourage you to set up your time now! 

Sister Mary Cecilia, C.K. 

 

SCHOOL PICTURE INFORMATION 

If you plan on ordering pictures of 

your child at our annual school 

pictures (September 26), your child 

MUST have their photo envelope 

with them at the time the picture is 

taken. Either the envelope must 

contain the payment for the 

picture, OR the code given at the 

time you made an online purchase 

at the website listed on the photo 

information sheet.  

Retakes will be on October 29; if 

you plan on purchasing pictures 

and do not have your photo 

envelope at the time pictures are 

taken on September 26th, you will 

need to wait until the retake date, 

and there will not be retakes 

available to you after that time. 

What you see is what you get! 



 
 

Coming Home Today in the Communication Envelope: 

SCRIP form 

Tuition reminders 

Parent Guide “Virtues in Practice” 

Mid-term grade reports (grades 3-6) 

Crete Park & Rec flier 

School Picture envelopes 

Family Directory 

 

 

[Type a quote from the document or the 

summary of an interesting point. You can 

position the text box anywhere in the 

document. Use the Drawing Tools tab to change 

the formatting of the pull quote text box.] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer to Saint James 

St. James the Greater, patron of our school, 

enkindle in our hearts the same burning love you 

had for our Lord. May we answer His call, as you did, 

to be “fishers of men”. May we possess your zeal for 

Christ, a love that led you to be the first Apostle to 

die for the faith. Protect, direct and bless our school 

family. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Intentions of the Holy Father for September: 

Mentally Disabled– That the mentally disabled may 

receive the love and help they need for a dignified 

life. 

Service to the Poor – That Christians, inspired by the 

Word of God, may serve the poor and suffering. 

SCRIP: Our main fundraiser is SCRIP! Please consider 

using SCRIP for all your shopping needs. You 

purchase gift cards at face value and the school 

gains a percentage from each of your purchases. We 

have many vendors in stock for you to select from. 

We can also order something for you if we don’t 

have it on hand. Orders can be filled in the school 

office during school hours. 

Tardy/Absence Policy: If you arrive after 8:10 a.m. 

please walk your child (K-6) into church; do not have 

them wait alone in front of school. If you are going 

to be late or have a sick child, please call the school 

office to let us know. If we notice that your child is 

absent and we do not know why we will call you to 

confirm their absence. 

Upcoming Dates 

September 17 – Midterm grades sent home 

September 26 – School Pictures 

October 2 – 1:20 Dismissal 

October 2 & 3 – Parent Teacher Conferences 

October 3 – No School 

October 7 – Living Rosary (3rd grade) 

October 10 – Field trips – grades K, 1, 2, 5, 6 

October 13 – No School 

October 16 – 1:20 Dismissal 

October 17 – End of 1st Quarter 

SchoolStore.com – Send out those emails & register on line for 

this school fundraiser. Each year there is a contest – this year’s 

winner will receive $10,000 for the family, $5,000 for their 

classroom & a $100,000 school playground make-over! What an 

amazing prize! Information was sent home last week, but if you 

need more information please contact the school office. 

Volunteering at St. James School? Please make sure that you’ve 

completed the online Safe and Sacred Program and have filled out 

a background check form. Information can be found in the school 

office if you are unsure whether you can volunteer. If you 

completed these last year, you do not need to complete them 

again! 

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! We’ve had a very peaceful 

beginning to the school year. 

Sick child? If your child shows symptoms of being ill (fever, 

vomiting, etc.) they should be kept home until they are free of 

these symptoms for 24 hours without the aid of medication. 

Friday, September 26 – SCHOOL PICTURES 

Your child may wear “non-uniform” clothing to school this day. 

Clothing must still meet the standards (from the handbook): 

 Neat – no tears or wrinkles 

 Clean – no stains 

 Modest – not tight-fitting; no midriffs; must have 

sleeves, modest necklines; dresses/skirts must be 

below the knee 

 Nothing offensive, immoral or otherwise inappropriate 

in a Catholic School environment. 

 


