
 
 

Dear Parents, 

During these first two weeks of school, I have been struck by the love which you have for your children.  Truly!  
I have mentioned this with admiration to many of the Sisters with whom I live.  Your love for your children is 
strong enough to be evident, tender, and undaunted.  In the morning, I have seen so many of you drop off your 
children and bestow a hug or kiss or an “I love you!” before they begin their day in the classroom.  At the end 
of the day, I have seen some of you coming in after a long shift of hard work looking exhausted and yet lighting 
up with a big smile as your child exits the school door and runs toward you.  I have seen parents faithfully 
paying tuition at great sacrifice and I have seen parents giving generously of their time to help with yet another 
school project. 

Parents of St. James School, in my opinion, you are doing an exceptional job with your God-given vocation of 
raising your children.  I find the children of St. James to be happy, respectful, and innocent.  This is not to be 
taken for granted for sadly many many children are no longer this way.  But ours are!  This does not happen by 
chance.  It happens because of you!   

Is there anything more which I can see that you could do for your children?  Yes indeed!  The most important 
thing is that you, as husband and wife can do for your children is to love each other.  Be evident, tender and 
undaunted in your love for each other.  For a long time now I have known that children thrive when they know 
that their parents love each other deeply.  Let them see your affection and how you sacrifice for each other.  
This will give them a rock solid foundation and will witness to our God who is love. 

 I was pleased to find in a recent article that Pope Francis agrees with me!  Of course, I’m being silly here. 
Undoubtedly, he knew all this long before I was even born. In any case, our Holy Father writes:  

Dear parents, your children are in need of discovering, of seeing in your life that it is beautiful to love one 
another. Don’t ever forget that your children are always looking at you. Do you remember that film of some 20 
years ago that was called “The Children are Looking at Us”? Children look. They look so much and when they 
see that father and mother love each other, the children grow in that atmosphere of love, of happiness and also 
of security, because they are not afraid: they know they are secure in the love of the father and of the mother. I 
allow myself to say an awful thing; we think how much children suffer when they see father and mother shout at 
one another, insult one another, and even hit one another every day. But, father and mother, when you fall into 
these sins, do you think that the first victims are in fact your children, your very own flesh? It’s awful to think of 
this, but it is a reality ... Children look at us. They don’t only look at you when you are teaching them 
something. They look at you when you speak to each other, when you return from work, when you invite your 
friends, when you rest. They try to gather from your look, from your words, from your gestures, if you are happy 
to have become parents, if you are happy to be husband and wife, if you believe that goodness exists in the 
world. They scrutinize you -- they don’t only look at you, they scrutinize you -- to see if it’s possible to be good 
and if it’s true that with mutual love every difficulty is surmounted. 

There is no greater witness for a child than to see his own parents love one another tenderly, respect one 
another, being kind to each other, forgiving one another; this fills children’s heart with true joy and happiness. 
Before dwelling in a house made of bricks, children dwell in another house, which is even more essential: they 
dwell in the mutual love of their parents. I ask you, every one answer in his/her heart: do your children dwell in 
your mutual love? Parents have the vocation to love one another. God has sowed in their heart the vocation to 



love, because God is love. And this is your vocation as parents: love. However, always think of the children, 
always think of the children!            Pope Francis Speaking to Families gathered in St. Peter Square June 14, 2015  

Isn’t that beautiful? And it is true!  I have seen literally hundreds of families in my over than 30 years of 
religious life. I know it is true.  I also know that there is no perfect family.  We do sin and we do hurt each other 
deeply.  Even in the best of marriages, husbands and wives need to repeatedly forgive one another for real and 
sometimes very deep injuries.  But the good news is that each time you fail but then try again to love your 
spouse, your children notice and they learn that love is worth the effort.  From what I see, in the goodness of 
your children, there is great effort. 

May Our Lord continue to bless your family and our Catholic school. 

In the Heart of Christ the King, 

 

Sister Mary Alma, C.K. 

Upcoming Dates     BACK-TO SCHOOL NIGHT 
September 7 – No School – Labor Day   70% of our school families attended. 
September 8 – No School – In-service Day  Thank you!  Miss Morehead’s 2nd grade 
September 14 – School Pictures    won the Jaguar Kitty for having the  
September 15 – 4th Grade Class Mass   highest percentage of parents.  
September 16 – Midterms go home 
September 17 – No afternoon Bus  
(Crete Public School has early dismissal)       
September 22 – Mass of Initiation for    Piano Lessons are offered at St. James after school    
Grades 2, 5, 6.      on Wednesdays and Thursdays.  For more information 
       contact Nancy Coles at 402-797-2291. 
 
Coming Home Today:  $crip Order Forms, Tuition Reminders, Reading Connection, Family Directory  
 
St. James Families; One and All: 
Some of you may know, while others may not, that during the school year there are 6 Teacher meals and a 6th grade 
promotion breakfast provided by volunteers.  This years’ plan is to delegate each meal to the parents two grades at a 
time.  Starting in October, look for an ORANGE colored paper with the heading, ~ SFA Needs You!~ across the top.  Be 
sure to sign up for one of the designated areas of service and return to school promptly!  We thank you in advance.  
Blessings, the SFA Board. 
 
SCRIP: Our main fundraiser is SCRIP! Please consider using SCRIP for all your shopping needs. You purchase gift cards 
at face value and the school gains a percentage from each of your purchases. We have many vendors in stock for you to 
select from. We can also order something for you if we don’t have it on hand. Orders can be filled in the school office 
during school hours. 
 
Uniform:  If your child is not in uniform, he or she will receive a proper clothing item to wear for the day and a uniform 
violation form to be signed by parents.  Please sign the form, launder the borrowed clothing, and return both the following 
day.  Thank you for checking in the morning to see that your child is following the dress code as listed in the Parent 
Handbook. 
 
Safety Tip:  If you drop off or pick up your child at the front side (south) of the school, please have your child, enter and 
exit on the side of the car nearest the school building.  This avoids children having to walk between cars.   

 
 


