
 
October 29, 2014 

Dear Parents, 
Within the next few weeks there are many things that will happen that will provide an opportunity for 

us to reflect upon a bigger plan for ourselves. It becomes very easy for us to look at our schedule for the rest of 
the day, tomorrow or even for the next week or month. We see times where we doubt that we can fit anything 
else in. We see times that make us smile and the natural excitement that exists in our lives grows when we look 
forward to those times. We see times that make us hesitant, things that we don’t really want to do but know 
that we need to for our own good. We have all of these things within the next couple of weeks at school.  

On Friday, October 31, we have the 1st grade All Saints Parade followed by the ever-popular Mission 
Carnival hosted by the 5th and 6th graders. These two events keep our focus outward – to our ultimate goal of 
heaven as well as a role of service in noticing the needs of others at the carnival. 

On Saturday, November 1, we celebrate the feast of All Saints Day, which is not a holy day of obligation 
this year. However, I do encourage you to celebrate the saints that day. One great way to celebrate that day is 
to attend the “Superbowl of the Saints” event at Villa Regina Motherhouse, the home of the School Sisters of 
Christ the King. This event (from 1:00-4:00 pm) is a great family event hosted by the Sisters.  

Sunday, November 2, is the commemoration of All Souls Day. We are being faced with the knowledge 
that we will die someday, and that we need to remember in prayer those who have already died. While this is a 
sobering thought, it is important for us to recall that praying for the deceased members of the Mystical Body of 
Christ is eternally worthwhile. 

November 2nd is also the annual Parish Fall Dinner and celebration. I encourage you to do what is 
necessary to make this a very successful and enjoyable day. That may mean serving, cooking, baking, setting up 
or cleaning afterwards. It may mean bringing your family to the event and enjoying the company of other 
members of the parish. For others it could be a day of stretching themselves out of their comfort area to 
interact with others who have different cultural customs. This is a parish event, with the purpose of bringing the 
parish together to celebrate and unite as one group of people called to give witness to the joy the Lord has given 
to all present. So stand up and sing a song in the midst of your dinner celebration! Let others know and see that 
God has been good to you and that His goodness is overflowing! 

Beginning on Sunday, November 2nd, the Church in the United States will celebrate National Vocation 
Awareness Week. Becoming more aware of the vocations within the church, and deepening our own 
commitment to the vocations we have been called to while allowing ourselves to be open and responsive to the 
call of God to our own vocation is important. Each of the children in our school is being called by God to his/her 
own vocation. Our role is to show the beauty of each of these vocations in order to allow our children to open 
their hearts to respond to God when He lovingly invites them to the vocation to which they are being called. 

Tuesday, November 4th is election day. Let us prayerfully consider our civic duty, which is rooted in the 
virtue of justice. We should also remember to pray for those who have been elected, and those who will be 
elected. 

We will also begin a food drive during early November in order to collect food for the local food pantry. 
There are so many in our local community who lack the basic necessities for living. Let us do what we can to give 
to others who are in need. More information on this will come home in a separate flier in early November. 

And while there are many other important dates that have other important things happening, I wanted 
to share this last one with you. Thursday, November 20th is the 2nd anniversary of the installation of Bishop 
James Conley as Bishop of Lincoln. He will be joining us for the 8:15 am Mass that day to celebrate with the 
school children. It will truly be a celebration, so if you can attend Mass that morning to join us in praising God 
and giving Him thanks as we celebrate with Bishop Conley, please do so.  

Yes, there will be times when we will need your help and assistance. There will also be times when you 
may feel stretched beyond what you thought was possible. I encourage you to continue to place all of these 
times and events in the next few weeks into the hands of the Lord, no matter whether you find great joy or 
suffering in them. He wants you to give them to Him, to show your trust and love. He in turn, gives you great 
grace, which is His life. Cherish that gift, for He truly wants to give it to us often – all the time, in fact.  

And continue to keep the teachers, students and staff in your prayers. Please know that you are in mine. 
I beg you to keep me in yours. God bless you. 



 
 

Prayer to Saint James 

St. James the Greater, patron of our school, 

enkindle in our hearts the same burning love you 

had for our Lord. May we answer His call, as you did, 

to be “fishers of men”. May we possess your zeal for 

Christ, a love that led you to be the first Apostle to 

die for the faith. Protect, direct and bless our school 

family. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Intentions of the Holy Father for November: 

Lonely People–That all who suffer loneliness may 

experience the closeness of God and the support of 

others. 

Mentors of Seminarians and Religious – That young 

seminarians and religious may have wise and well-

formed mentors. 

SCRIP: Our main fundraiser is SCRIP! Please consider 

using SCRIP for all your shopping needs. You 

purchase gift cards at face value and the school 

gains a percentage from each of your purchases. We 

have many vendors in stock for you to select from. 

We can also order something for you if we don’t 

have it on hand. Orders can be filled in the school 

office during school hours. 

Tardy/Absence Policy: If you arrive after 8:10 a.m. 

please walk your child (K-6) into church; do not have 

them wait alone in front of school. If you are going 

to be late or have a sick child, please call the school 

office to let us know. If we notice that your child is 

absent and we do not know why we will call you to 

confirm their absence. 

Upcoming Dates 
October 31 – All Saints Parade & Mission Carnival 
November 6 – confessions for 3rd & 4th grades 
November 7 – field trip for 3rd & 4th grades 
November 13 – confessions for 5th & 6th grades 
November 20 – Bishop Conley joins us for 8:15 Mass 
November 21 – Midterm grades will be sent home 
November 21 – 1st grade class Mass 
November 23 – Feast of Christ the King 
November 26, 27, 28– NO SCHOOL 

– Thanksgiving Break 

 

Volunteering at St. James School? Please make sure that you’ve 

completed the online Safe and Sacred Program and have filled out 

a background check form. Information can be found in the school 

office if you are unsure whether you can volunteer. If you 

completed these last year, you do not need to complete them 

again! 

Sick child? If your child shows symptoms of being ill (fever, 

vomiting, etc.) they should be kept home until they are free of 

these symptoms for 24 hours without the aid of medication. 

A Mother/Daughter Program to promote respect for human 

sexuality and chastity will be presented on Sunday, November 16, 

from 2:00 - 4:30 pm at John XXIII Diocesan Center, 3700 Sheridan 

Blvd. in Lincoln.  Girls 10 - 13 years old and their mothers are 

invited to register.  Registration forms can be found in the school 

office. Cost is $10 per family. The program is presented by the 

Family Life Office and the Lincoln FertilityCare Center. 

SAVE THE DATE! – November 20th @ 8:15 Mass  
Bishop Conley will be joining us on the 2nd anniversary of his 
installation as Bishop of Lincoln. We’d love to have a full church 
for this exciting day.  
 
Food Drive – Our annual food drive will be held the weeks of 
November 3rd and 10th. Please send in boxed or canned food, or 
other non-perishable food items. Items such as boxes of cereal, 
canned meat, cans of soup, fruits or vegetables, boxes of granola 
bars, macaroni and cheese, fruit snacks, etc. are all acceptable 
items that can be brought in. More information will be sent home 
in a separate flier next week. 
 

  
Coming Home Today: 

SCRIP order form 

Tuition reminders 


