
 

 

Dear Parents,        October 28, 2015 

            
There is no need to tell you that Halloween is an exciting time for children!  They love dressing up, going out at night, 
and especially receiving candy.  Along with some safety tips, I’ll be going over some of the religious origins of this 
tradition with the children.  You might find some of the information interesting as well. 

The first thing to know is that hallow means holy or sacred.  Thus we say, “hallowed be Thy name” in the Lord’s prayer.  
The name Halloween is derived from All Hallows’ Eve, that is October 31, the evening before All Saints Day and two 
evenings before All Souls Day.  The Saints in Heaven and the souls in Purgatory are hallows for they either are, or soon 
will be, in full union with God for all eternity.   

Trick-or-treating derived from the medieval European practice of beggars going from door to door on this evening.  They 
would promise to pray for the deceased members of the household in exchange for some food.  As Catholics we believe 
that our prayers can aid our brothers and sisters in Christ who have died but have not yet entered Heaven.  Our prayers 
can speed them on their way to the Beatific vision.  See 2 Maccabees 12:42-46.  Why not teach your children to pray for 
the families members both living and deceased of each home they visit? 

Unfortunately, today there are some frightening things associated with Halloween as well.  How did this come about? 
Some say that people originally dressed up like ghosts or witches to make fun of evil because they knew that Christ had 
won the battle over sin and death.  I am not sure how accurate this theory is but I do know for certain that symbols of 
death, like the color black and skulls, have been used for centuries in the Catholic Church to remind us that we will die 
one day and that we must rely on Christ for our salvation. 

What should you do if your children begin to become fascinated or scared by evil things?  Be honest with them.  There 
are evil things in the world and therefore we should never explore things like Satan, witches, devils, the occult, séances, 
etc.  These evil things are stronger than we are but they are not stronger than Jesus.  They have no power over Him nor 
over anyone who remains in Him.  If your children feel ever afraid, tell them to call on the name of Jesus.  They can also 
pray to our Mother Mary, who crushes Satan’s head, or to St. Michael, who casts Satan into Hell, or to their Guardian 
Angel.  

May you and your children have a wonderful Halloween evening and a very blessed celebration of All Saints and All Souls 
days. 

 

In the Heart of Christ the King, 

 

Sister Mary Alma, C.K. 

 

Prayer to Saint James 

St. James the Greater, patron of our school, enkindle in our hearts the same burning love you had for our Lord. May we 
answer His call, as you did, to be “fishers of men.”   May we possess your zeal for Christ, a love that led you to be the 
first Apostle to die for the faith.  Protect, direct and bless our school family. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 

 

Intentions of the Holy Father for October: 

Universal: That human trafficking, the modern form of slavery, may be eradicated.  
Evangelization: That with a missionary spirit the Christian communities of Asia may announce the Gospel to those who 
are still awaiting it.  
 
PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES Thank you for all who attended!  The teachers were very pleased with the 
conferences.  Special thanks to Cesar and Carmen Escalante and Ericka Lopez who provided the meal for the St. James 
Faculty. 

Our Second School Family Meeting:  We had another very fine turn out for the recent School Family Meeting.  42 adults 
attended.  Special thanks to the SFA Board for running the meeting and to Sergio Chavez for translating.  If you would 
like to have the power point on nutrition and exercise presented by Mrs. Emily Gratopp, please let Sister Mary Alma 
know.  For further information in this area go to http://www.education.ne.gov/ns/NSLP/Wellness/Wrkshp/wrkshp.html      

Mission Carnival Please join us this Friday, October 30 for the first graders’ All Saints Parade.  It will begin at 1:15 PM in 
Church.  After the parade, come up to the gym for our annual Mission Carnival running from 1:45 – 3:00 PM 
 
Last Day for Boys to Wear Shorts is this Friday, October 30.  After this date they should be in khaki or navy cress, twill, 
or corduroy pants. 
 
Cold Weather is Coming  Please be sure your child is dressed warmly.  Girls may wear solid navy blue, burgundy, white 
or black stockings under their jumpers. 
 
Code Red Drill  The children had a Code Red drill in school today.  As with fire drills and tornado drills, we practice in 
order to know what to do in case of an emergency.  Fire drills normally are practiced 10 times per year.  Tornado and 
Code Red are practiced two times per year.   
 
Prayer for the Poor Souls in Purgatory  Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.  
May their souls and all the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael  St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle; be our defense against the wickedness and snares 
of the devil.  May God rebuke him, we humbly pray; and do thou, O prince of the heavenly host, by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan and the other evil spirits who prowl about the world for the ruin of souls.  Amen. 
 

Upcoming Date   
October 28 – 8:15 AM Class Mass – Grade 3 
October 30 – All Saints Parade 1:15 PM  Mission Carnaval  1:45 – 3:00 PM 
November 01 - All Saints Day 
  Sacred Heart Parish Fall Festival 11:00 AM – 2:00 PM 

Super Bowl of the Saints at Villa Regina Motherhouse 1:00 – 4:00 PM 
November 03 - Confirmation Parent Meeting   6:30 PM 
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