
 

Dear Parents,             October 26, 2016 

You may have heard rumors of teachers kissing frogs.  It is “the talk of the town” in school and makes for very 

entertaining days. Here is actually what is happening. 

As has been the custom for generations now, St. James School hosts a mission carnival each year.  It is sponsored by the 

oldest students in the school, presently our 5th and 6th graders.  In past years, children brought money to play the various 

games at the carnival and this money was given to the missions.  For the last few years, however, the games have been 

free and the money donated before the carnival.  Such is the case again this year, but we decided to make the donating 

extra fun by creating “Kiss the Frog for Kenya.” 

“Kiss the Frog for Kenya” is a money raising project for the Missionary Childhood Association.  It will help build a well in a 

poverty stricken area of Kenya where the water is contaminated.  Imagine having to give your thirsty children water 

which could easily make them sick or diseased!  A simple well will solve this problem.  To encourage giving to this 

important mission, each staff member of St. James has made a frog-like container.  The children (and adults too) are 

invited to put money in any one of the frog banks for the next few days.  After Monday morning, October 31, the owner 

of the bank with the most money will kiss a real frog in an all-school assembly.   

Humbling?  Yes indeed, but it is for a good cause and creates great fun in the school.  This morning, for example, we all 

enjoyed watching Jackie, a Kindergartener, dump her large bag of coins into Father Stoley’s bank.  The other 

Kindergarteners, being very loyal to their teacher, put their money in Miss Kopetzky’s bank.  Jackie, however, stood her 

ground explaining, “I don’t want Miss Kopetzky to have to kiss a frog!”  Thank goodness Father Stoley is such a good 

sport. 

In many ways, all of our teachers are expert “frog kissers.”  Do you remember the fable of the princess and the frog?  A 

princess is left in the company of an ugly frog, but she chooses not to see the ugliness.  Rather, the princess with her 

love (symbolized by the kiss), transforms the frog into a handsome prince.  Teachers do this daily with children.  

Teachers are in the company of children for over seven hours each day. The truth be told, there is plenty of “froginess” 

in all children.  Some have warts of tattling or bossiness.  Others croak with a lack of good manners.  Some hop with 

impulsiveness and most, selectively sedimentary, would really rather not do any work.  Good teachers, however, choose 

not to focus on these amphibian-like similarities but look much deeper and love the child made in the image and 

likeness of God.  Over time, true princes and princesses, sons and daughters of the King of Heaven, emerge.  Unlike the 

fairy tale, it takes years to accomplish. 

Parents, thank you for the patient and formative love which you give to your children each day. You too are expert “frog 

kissers.”  You are like Jesus who with His love for us removes all our iniquities “that He might present to Himself the 

church in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.”            

Ephesian 5: 27.    

In closing, I would like to invite you to join us on Monday, October 31 at 11:00 AM to see who gets to kiss the frog, and 

at 1:15 PM for the All Saints Parade in Church followed by the Mission Carnival from 1:45 – 2:45 in the gym! 

 

In the Heart of Christ the King, 

 

Sister Mary Alma, C.K. 

 



Upcoming Dates: 

 31 All Saints Parade in Church – Grade 1  1:15 PM 
  Mission Carnival by 5th and 6th Graders  1:45 – 2:45 PM 
November 1 No School – All Saints Day 
 
 
Picture Retakes: Picture retakes are on Friday, November 4.  Students who need a retake may wear dress clothes to 
school but should also bring their uniform which they will change into after having their picture taken.  Students must  
have their initial package of pictures to return to Life Touch.  
 
Sick child? If your child shows symptoms of being ill (fever, vomiting, etc.) they should be kept home until they are free 

of these symptoms for 24 hours without the aid of medication. 

SFA Meeting:  Thank you to those of you who were able to join our October 18 SFA meeting and Family Math Fact Night.  

50% of our families attended.  Second grade teacher, Miss Morehead, won the Jaguar Kitty for her students.   

This Week’s Boys Town Skill Making an Apology 

1. Look at the person. 

2. Use a serious, sincere voice. 

3. Say, “I’m sorry for  . . .” or “I apologize for . . . “ 

4. Explain how you plan to do better in the future. 

5. Say, “Thank you for listening.” 

SCRIP: SCRIP is a great fundraiser for St. James School and is easy to do on your part. Please consider using SCRIP for all 

your shopping needs. You purchase gift cards at face value and the school gains a percentage from each of your 

purchases. We have many vendors in stock for you to select from. We can also order something for you if we don’t have 

it on hand. Orders can be filled in the school office during school hours. 

Food Drive – Our annual food drive will be held from November 2-17. Please send in boxed or canned food, or other 
non-perishable food items. Items such as boxes of cereal, canned meat, cans of soup, fruits or vegetables, boxes of 
granola bars, macaroni and cheese, fruit snacks, etc. are all acceptable items that can be brought in.  
 
Coming Home Today: Tuition Envelopes, Scrip Order forms, Health Screening Sheets, Trick or Treat Flier. 

Thoughts from our  Bishop about the Election: 

“[O]n some issues the moral obligations of Catholics, and the demands of the common good, are abundantly clear. For 
example, no Catholic can vote in good conscience to expand legal protection for abortion, or to support the killing of 
unborn children. … Abortion is a grave, unconscionable and intolerable evil, and we cannot support it in the voting 
booth. … [W]hen we vote, we need to carefully consider the specifics of each race. Blind partisanship can be dangerous, 
and we have to look past political rhetoric and media alarmism to make prudent discernments. In each race, we need to 
discern whether there is a candidate who can advance human dignity, the right to life and the common good. … As a 
matter of conscience, faithful Catholics have to weigh all those pertinent issues and make the choice that seems most in 
accord with the common good of our nation: with respect for human dignity, social well-being and peace. … We need a 
broader vision of public life, which values and proclaims the dignity of every human life and which aims for the 
flourishing of individuals, families and communities. … The most important part of being good citizens is living as faithful 
and active missionary disciples of Jesus Christ. … Christ is the only real source of our nation’s hope.” — Bishop James 
Conley of Lincoln, Nebraska 
 
“In our country, over one million unborn children are killed by abortion every single year. All Catholics have a moral 
obligation to keep this human-rights catastrophe at the forefront of their minds when voting.” — Bishop John Brungardt 
of Dodge City, Kansas 


