
 

 

Dear Parents,                 November 9, 2016 

It is fascinating to hear the children’s comments prior to and after the election.  Sometimes they are way far off in their 
understanding, sometimes astoundingly accurate, sometimes humorous, and sometimes heartrending.  Although the 
children in several of the grades learned about how an election works in our country, the teachers have not taught 
about the individual candidates’ positions.  I am sure you can understand why.  Both candidates held beliefs and/or 
practices which are directly against our faith.   

This morning I wanted to be with the children in the gym before their teachers came to take them to their classrooms, 
just to see how they were doing.  Honestly, I was worried about them.  The election was the topic of conversation to be 
sure.  Two of the littlest children seriously and sadly expressed concern that they would have to leave the country 
because of our new President.  That was heartbreaking.  No child should have to have such fears.  I assured these two of 
our love for them and stated that Jesus is far more powerful than the President.  Father Stoley must have heard similar 
fears.  He spoke at Mass this morning about Christ being our King and the true leader of our nation.  Among the older 
students, one child, I’ll call him Frederick, was explaining to his friends that he thought that Hillary Clinton lost because 
she was against the Catholic Church.  After listening to more of their comments, I spoke saying, “This is why we need you 
all to grow up with good minds, good hearts, and strong Catholic faith.”  I turned to Fredrick saying, “Maybe you will 
become President someday.”  “No,” he replied.  “It is too much work.”  We all laughed.  There is something refreshing 
about an eleven year old boy who simply wants to play soccer.  Frederick did suggest that one of the girls in his class, or 
another one who graduated from St. James last year, would make a good President.  Again, I had to agree. 

The following prayer by Bishop John Carrol, the first Catholic Bishop of the United States of America, was delivered 225 
years ago on November 10, 1791.  I think it would be helpful to pray it again in our time. 

We pray Thee O God of might, wisdom, and justice! Through whom authority is rightly administered, laws 
are enacted, and judgment decreed, assist with Thy Holy Spirit of counsel and fortitude the President of these 
United States, that his administration may be conducted in righteousness, and be eminently useful to Thy 
people over whom he presides; by encouraging due respect for virtue and religion; by a faithful execution of 
the laws in justice and mercy; and by restraining vice and immorality. Let the light of Thy divine wisdom 
direct the deliberations of Congress, and shine forth in all the proceedings and laws framed for our rule and 
government, so that they may tend to the preservation of peace, the promotion of national happiness, the 
increase of industry, sobriety, and useful knowledge; and may perpetuate to us the blessing of equal liberty. 

 

 In the Heart of Christ the King, 

 

Sister Mary Alma, C.K.  

Upcoming Dates: 
November  15 Confirmation Parent Meeting 6:30 PM  Sacred Heart Church 
   Deadline for Adopt- a-Family gifts 
        16 Mid-term reports go home 
  18 Schoenstatt Youth Rally for girls 10:00 Am – 2:00 PM 

20 Feast of Christ the King         
23-27   Thanksgiving Break   No School 

   



   
Too Heavy Burdens: Parents, I think we need to be far more careful regarding our conversations in front of children and 
in what we allow them to hear in the media.  Fear that is planted in childhood sometimes remain all throughout their 
adult lives.  Of course Jesus can heal this, but we should try and keep adult issues and problems for adult ears.  Let us try 
to give our children the gift of security as far as we are able. 
 
Need Help with Christmas Gifts?:   St. Peter School in Lincoln provides Christmas gifts for school families in financial 
need.  Please find enclosed a wish list form for a parent to fill out and return to school as soon as possible. November 
15th is the absolute deadline for this program so you will need to fill it out and return it quickly.   
 
Confirmation Parent Meeting:  There will be a meeting for parents of Confirmation students on Tuesday, November 15 
at 6:30 PM in Sacred Heart Church.  Please mark your calendars!  Important information will be distributed at this 
meeting. 
 
Vocation Awareness Week:    Did you know that St. James School has had the presence of Religious Sisters throughout 
almost the entirety of it 129 years?  As a gift to you during this Vocation Awareness Week, we are sending home the 
DVD “For Love Alone.”  I hope you will enjoy learning more about the Sisters’ vocation.  Perhaps the Lord will be calling 
one of your daughters or granddaughters to love and serve Him in this most precious way.  If He does, it will be a 
blessing for your whole family. 
  
Coats:  If you have extra winter coats which are in good shape, please bring them to school or to the back of the church. 
The Knights of Columbus are working with the Eagles in collecting winter coats and distributing them to those in need.  If 
you are in need of a winter coat for any member of your family, adult or child, please let the school office know or call 
Mary Moser at 402 826-2155 or Bill Murphy at 402 418-1108. 
 
Sick child? If your child shows symptoms of being ill (fever, vomiting, etc.) they should be kept home until they are free 
of these symptoms for 24 hours without the aid of medication. 

This Week’s Boys Town Skill Sharing something 

1. Let the other person use the item first. 
2. Ask if you can use it later. 
3. When you get to use it, offer it back to the other person after you are finished. 

SCRIP: Stay tuned for information about an exciting Scrip Advent contest!  SCRIP is a great fundraiser for St. James 
School and is easy to do on your part. Please consider using SCRIP for all your shopping needs. You purchase gift cards at 
face value and the school gains a percentage from each of your purchases. We have many vendors in stock for you to 
select from. We can also order something for you if we don’t have it on hand. Orders can be filled in the school office 
during school hours. 

Food Drive – Our annual food drive will be held from November 2-17. Please send in boxed or canned food, or other 
non-perishable food items. Items such as boxes of cereal, canned meat, cans of soup, fruits or vegetables, boxes of 
granola bars, macaroni and cheese, fruit snacks, etc. are all acceptable items that can be brought in.  
 
Schoenstatt Youth Rally for Girls:  The Schoenstatt Sisters are holding a youth rally for girls ages 6-12 on Saturday, 
November 19 from 10:00 Am – 2:00 PM.  Lunch will be provided.  Please call 402 826-3346 or 
email sister.m.jennifer@gmail.com to register. 
 
Coming Home Today:  For  Love Alone DVD, St. Peter Adopt-A-Family, Tuition Reminder, Scrip Order form, Run for Claus 
flyer. 

 

mailto:sister.m.jennifer@gmail.com

