
 

 

Dear Parents,          November 8, 2017 

What is one thing that preschool children through sixth graders have in common?  They love adults to read to them!  
What are three ways in which you as parents can help your children to become readers? Read to them!  Read to them!  
Read to them!   

Young children love to be with their parents.  They feel secure and loved when physically close to Mom or Dad.  These 
good feelings are then transferred to reading as the little child is held or nestled close while looking at picture books and 
listening to their parents’ strong familiar voices.  

Reading regularly to children from the time they are babies is actually the most effective way to help them become 
readers.  Some parents do this while their child is still in the womb! This parent-to-child reading should be purely for 
enjoyment.  Let teachers work with your children on phonics, fluency, vocabulary development, and comprehension 
strategies.  You parents get the fun part of relishing a good story.  Be playful when reading. Relax, laugh, and enjoy!  
Perhaps you might like to change your voice to match the characters’ personalities.   I am sure some of you could make 
terrific giants, wolves, or princesses! 

Older children, even those who read quite well, still love to be read a good story.  But why should you read to them if 
they are already able to read on their own?  You will heighten their desire to read.  I remember the book A Wrinkle in 
Time being read aloud to me at age 11.   I looked forward to hearing the next chapter each day and when it was finished, 
I reread the book two more times by myself and then moved on to read the sequels.  Another reason to read to older 
children is that you probably read far better and definitely understand far more than they do.  Listening to your 
expression and letting them share their favorite parts of the story helps their comprehension to soar.  Finally, this 
reading time spent together is fun and will make your relationship grow all the stronger.  It continues that sense of 
family, love, and security. 

What if you do not consider yourself a good reader?  Don’t worry.  Your child will still love the read-aloud time because 
it is with you!  It need not be a long time either though once you get started a good book is hard to put it down.             
10 – 15 minutes before bedtime, or while waiting to pick up a sibling, is just fine.  Read aloud in English or Spanish or 
Vietnamese, just be sure to read.   

 

In the Heart of Christ the King,  

 

Sister Mary Alma, C.K. 

 

What if I Really Can’t Read?: What if someone is reading this newsletter to me right now?  If you were not 
blessed with the opportunity of an adequate education to help you become a reader, it is not too late.  You can begin 
now!  The Blue River Family Center offers adult education classes during the day and also in the evening.  Drop by door 
number 4 on the west side to sign up for classes or call Ryan at (402) 826-5228.  While you are learning, your older 
children may be able to read to your younger children.  You can also get audio books at the Crete Library so you and 
your children can listen as you follow along with the books.  Your children will love this time with you and be proud that 
you are learning this important skill. 



 

A Few Great Books for Young Children  A Few Great Books for Older Children 
Mother Goose Nursery Rhymes 
Green Eggs And Ham     The Chronicles of Narnia 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar    Winnie the Pooh 
Goodnight Moon     The Little House on the Prairie series 
Cars And Trucks And Things That Go   Charlotte’s Web 
Harold And The Purple Crayon    The Box Car Children series 
The Giving Tree      A Wrinkle in Time 
Strega Nona      Bridge to Terabithia 
Where The Wild Things Are    Lives of the Saints 
Children’s Bible Stories     Children’s Bible Stories     
 
Food Drive: – Our annual food drive will be held from November 13-17. Please send in boxed or canned food, or 
other non-perishable food items. Items such as boxes of cereal, canned meat, cans of soup, fruits or vegetables, boxes of 
granola bars, macaroni and cheese, fruit snacks, etc. are all acceptable items that can be brought in.  
 
SCRIP: SCRIP is a great fundraiser for St. James School and is easy to do. Please consider using SCRIP for all your 
shopping needs. You purchase gift cards at face value and the school gains a percentage from each of your purchases. 
We have many vendors in stock. We can also order something for you if we don’t have it on hand. Orders can be filled in 
the school office during school hours. 

Sick child?: If your child shows symptoms of being ill (fever, vomiting, etc.) they should be kept home until they are 
free of these symptoms for 24 hours without the aid of medication. 

Upcoming Dates: 

November 15  No afternoon bus 
November 22-27 Thanksgiving Break 
November 29  No afternoon bus 
 

Coming Home Today: 

Scrip Order Form 
Tuition Envelopes 
Crete Diamonds Softball Flier 
 


