
 

 
Dear Parents,        November 30, 2016 
 
Do you know your family tree?  I am not thinking of your Christmas tree, or the red oak in your front yard, or even of 
your lineage, but rather your Jesse tree. Jesse was the father of King David and, humanly speaking, from his line came 
Jesus, our Savior.  Thus the prophet Isaiah speaks, “A shoot will sprout from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a branch 
will bear fruit.”  Is11:1    
 
The Jesse tree begins with the creation of the world and branches out with Adam and Eve, Noah, Jonah, Abraham and 
Sarah, Isaac and Rebecca, Jacob and Rachel, Joseph, Moses, Ruth and Boaz, King David, King Solomon, Queen Esther, the 
prophets, etc. right up to Mary and Joseph and the baby Jesus.   There are countless others in the thousands of years of 
ancestry; some virtuous, some heroic, some scandalous.  Some of the bad repented and returned to God, but others did 
not.  Most were ordinary and unknown except to God Himself.  The faithful of these latter were perhaps the most 
precious and significant in His sight and in the whole story.  God sees things differently than we do.  
 
During Advent, St.  James School has a Jesse tree in the church’s sanctuary underneath the statue of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe.     Each school day, one of the first or second graders adorns the tree with a symbol of the characters listed 
above.  Jonah, for example, is represented by a whale and Joseph by a hammer.  The last symbol on our Jesse tree, 
however, is not the baby Jesus.  It is a little girl and boy to remind us that we too are part of Jesus’ family tree.  Salvation 
history is not yet over!  It continues on in our own lives.  Advent is a time to remember our roots and to examine how 
we are living our lives.  If our lives were recorded in the Bible, how would our story end?  What would our symbol be?  
These are good things to reflect upon during Advent.  Reflect and then ask God for the grace to live holy lives so that 
Jesus may be pleased to have us in His lineage and in His family’s home in Heaven for all eternity.  
 
If you are interested in making a Jesse tree at home, here is a website which may be 
helpful. http://christianity.about.com/od/christmas/qt/jessetreeadvent.htm  
   
In the Heart of Christ the King, 
 
 
Sister Mary Alma, C.K. 
 
Upcoming Dates: 
 
December: 6 St. Nicholas visits the School 

8 No School  Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
12 Our Lady of Guadalupe Play  2:30 PM in Church 
14 Pre-K and Kindergarten Christmas Program    10:30 AM and 4:00 PM 
20 K-6 Christmas Program 2:00 PM Dress Rehearsal  6:30PM Program 
21 Last day of School before Christmas break.  End of second quarter. 

January  02 School resumes 
  10 First Penance Parent Meeting 6:30PM 
   
Boys Town Skill: Working with Others 

1. Identify the task to be completed. 
2. Assign tasks to each person. 
3. Discuss ideas in a calm, quiet voice and let everyone share their ideas. 
4. Work on tasks until completed. 

http://christianity.about.com/od/christmas/qt/jessetreeadvent.htm


 

Big Blessings  Thanksgiving day has passed but we continue to be grateful for the way the Lord is blessing our school.  
We have recently received two more students in our Pre-K program making our total enrollment 102 children.  A special 
welcome to Helena and Shamiram.  We also received a $50,000.00 grant from the Dillon Foundation which will be used 
to replace the windows in the gym and other needed maintenance work in the present school building.  Finally a 
generous alumni is setting up a fund to help give scholarships for families in need of tuition assistance.  Thank you too to 
all who are responding to the plea for a final push in raising funds for the new addition to the school.  How wonderful, 
and how very needed, to have the extra classrooms. 
 
Second and Third Grade Parents:   Thank you to all the wonderful volunteers who provided a delicious brunch for the 
teachers during their retreat morning.  We are grateful for your kindness. 
 
Scrip Contest:  Beginning, Monday, November 28 through Wednesday, December 21 we will have a Scrip Contest.  The 
class with the highest percentage of families purchasing Scrip each week will receive a surprise.  Will it be an extra 
recess, a homework pass, an ice cream bar?  Parents, you might receive a treat too.  Each time you purchase Scrip during 
these weeks, your name will be put into a jar for a drawing.  The winner of weeks one and two will receive a free $25.00 
Scrip card.  The winner of week three will receive a free $50.00 Scrip card! 
  
Coats:  If you have extra winter coats which are in good shape, please bring them to school or to the back of the church. 
The Knights of Columbus are working with the Eagles in collecting winter coats and distributing them to those in need.  If 
you are in need of a winter coat for any member of your family, adult or child, please let the school office know or call 
Mary Moser at 402 826-2155 or Bill Murphy at 402 418-1108. 
 
Food Drive – Thank you to the many families who brought in food items for the November food drive.  We were able to 
send five large boxes full to the Blue River Valley Family Action program. 
 
Coming Home Today:  Scrip Order Form, Tuition Envelope, Breakfast with Santa Flier, Crete Rec. Youth Basketball Flier, 
Crete Wrestling Club Flier. 
 


