
 
November 12, 2014 

Dear Parents, 
It’s the little things that count. Things like clean sheets, peanut butter, ice cream, clean 

counters, a new roll of toilet paper instead of an empty cardboard tube, a thank you for a small favor 

or gift given, the smell of chocolate chip cookies, watching the snow fall while drinking warm hot 

chocolate. These are all little things. They help us to put big things in perspective. 

Other little things that I find that I’m grateful for this afternoon: 

Doors that close, chocolate (and no, I didn’t eat any…wanted to, but didn’t – will-power is a 

wonderful thing), our wonderful faculty and staff (I mean, who doesn’t just love Mrs. Hier!), electricity, 

the excitement of the children when they are making great progress in the classrooms, and interior joy 

– that abiding gift that stays calm, serene and steady in the midst of the daily upheavals of life.  

Of course, I become more grateful for things when I’m busy with other things or bombarded 

with questions or concerns about things that are sometimes (most times) beyond my control or things 

that I cannot make changes in at that moment. Those are times when I need to be pulled out of my 

myopic view of the world and see the bigger picture. And I desperately need those times, especially 

when I have more than I can handle on my desk at the moment and a teacher comes in with an issue or 

I receive another email from the Diocesan Education Office with another task that needs to be done, or 

someone was sick in the classroom and the “problem” needs to be cleaned up ‘now’! When I’m feeling 

like there can’t be anymore that I can add to my “to-do” list – that’s when I need to take the long walk 

(only about 100 feet or so) over to Church and spend some time with Jesus putting things back into 

perspective. It always helps. Always. 

So, as we approach the Thanksgiving holiday, I encourage you to come to Jesus with your trials, 

your burdens, your days that don’t just go the way you planned. Whether you can actually come and 

spend time with Him in Church or not, just placing the situation in His hands and giving up control is a 

big part of it. When I make it over to Church each day I am amazed at how many days I see people 

kneeling before the altar – and Jesus in the tabernacle – adoring Him, placing their cares and concerns 

in His hands, and leaving with a smile on their faces – or at least a less stressed look than they entered 

with.  

When was the last time that you stopped by Church – not on a Saturday or Sunday for Mass – 

but just stopped by to visit with Jesus, who wants to be your best friend? I think it is beautiful when I 

see parents come early to pick up their children, park their car, and spend a few moments with Jesus in 

Church before their children are dismissed from school. I also think it is beautiful when their children 

know that their parents make those visits and then learn to make their own. 

But what really makes my day? Those little things that the children do for each other, for their 

teachers, and for me. The smiles and the twinkle in their eyes can bring me out of the hectic schedule 

in my office and put me back on track.  

What are you grateful for today?  



 
 

Prayer to Saint James 

St. James the Greater, patron of our school, 

enkindle in our hearts the same burning love you 

had for our Lord. May we answer His call, as you did, 

to be “fishers of men”. May we possess your zeal for 

Christ, a love that led you to be the first Apostle to 

die for the faith. Protect, direct and bless our school 

family. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Intentions of the Holy Father for November: 

Lonely People–That all who suffer loneliness may 

experience the closeness of God and the support of 

others. 

Mentors of Seminarians and Religious – That young 

seminarians and religious may have wise and well-

formed mentors. 

SCRIP: Our main fundraiser is SCRIP! Please consider 

using SCRIP for all your shopping needs. You 

purchase gift cards at face value and the school 

gains a percentage from each of your purchases. We 

have many vendors in stock for you to select from. 

We can also order something for you if we don’t 

have it on hand. Orders can be filled in the school 

office during school hours. 

Tardy/Absence Policy: If you arrive after 8:10 a.m. 

please walk your child (K-6) into church; do not have 

them wait alone in front of school. If you are going 

to be late or have a sick child, please call the school 

office to let us know. If we notice that your child is 

absent and we do not know why we will call you to 

confirm their absence. 

Upcoming Dates 
November 13 – confessions for 5th & 6th grades 
November 14 – Food Drive ends 
November 20 – Bishop Conley joins us for 8:15 Mass 
November 21 – Midterm grades will be sent home 
November 21 – 1st grade class Mass 
November 21 – Book Fair (Catalog) ends 
November 23 – Feast of Christ the King 
November 26, 27, 28– NO SCHOOL 

– Thanksgiving Break 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars! Sunday, November 16th @ 1:00 – Father 

Kilcawley will present on Parenting in the Internet Age. This is an 

important topic, especially if your children have access to any 

technology – cell phones, Xboxes, iPods, etc. Plan now to attend. 

He will speak at the Parish Hall.  

Volunteering at St. James School? Please make sure that you’ve 

completed the online Safe and Sacred Program and have filled out 

a background check form. Information can be found in the school 

office if you are unsure whether you can volunteer. If you 

completed these last year, you do not need to complete them 

again! 

Sick child? If your child shows symptoms of being ill (fever, 

vomiting, etc.) they should be kept home until they are free of 

these symptoms for 24 hours without the aid of medication. 

A Mother/Daughter Program to promote respect for human 

sexuality and chastity will be presented on Sunday, November 16, 

from 2:00 - 4:30 pm at John XXIII Diocesan Center, 3700 Sheridan 

Blvd. in Lincoln.  Girls 10 - 13 years old and their mothers are 

invited to register.  Registration forms can be found in the school 

office. Cost is $10 per family. The program is presented by the 

Family Life Office and the Lincoln FertilityCare Center. 

SAVE THE DATE! – November 20th @ 8:15 Mass  
Bishop Conley will be joining us on the 2nd anniversary of his 
installation as Bishop of Lincoln. We’d love to have a full church 
for this exciting day.  
 
Food Drive – Our annual food drive will be held the weeks of 
November 3rd and 10th. Please send in boxed or canned food, or 
other non-perishable food items. Items such as boxes of cereal, 
canned meat, cans of soup, fruits or vegetables, boxes of granola 
bars, macaroni and cheese, fruit snacks, etc. are all acceptable 
items that can be brought in.  
 

  
Coming Home Today: 

SCRIP order form 

Tuition reminders 

Textbook Loan Papers 

Parenting in the Internet Age flier 


