
 
March 18, 2015 

Saint Cyril of Jerusalem 

Dear Parents, 
 Today’s newsletter has two main parts – please read this thoroughly! 
  
First of all, I want to thank you for the many prayers and expressions of sympathy that you have offered for me 
and my family during the past two weeks, especially for my father at the time of his death. My family is very 
grateful for the prayers and has relied upon them. One of the Sisters said it best when they said that my father 
was a “larger than life” man in every aspect of his life – his laughter, his humor, his generosity, his service and 
his faith. This faith, and our own faith, is what has carried us through these tough days. It is never easy to go 
through the death of someone you love so dearly. It has been a bit easier knowing that you all were supporting 
us. Thank you for your kindness. My dad was well-loved – more so than even my mom had realized. With a full 
church for the rosary last Wednesday (around 300 attended) and a packed church for the funeral on Thursday 
(over 400 were present), our family knew and experienced the intense love that Jesus has for those who mourn. 
Even though you were not able to be at the rosary & funeral, your prayerful support was very much felt – and 
appreciated. Thank you. 
 
Secondly, I wanted to let you know that the teachers and I have been looking at our reading and language arts 
series as well as how it meets the standards set forth by the diocesan curricula. One of my goals as an 
administrator is not only to have the children in our schools reading fluently, but to comprehend what they read 
on a deep level, as well as to have a love and enjoyment of reading. While we have increased our fluency scores 
with Reading Mastery these past five years, the comprehension scores and the love and enjoyment of reading 
have diminished. This past fall I noticed that our students were reading, on average, 2-3 grade levels above their 
targeted level with regards to fluency (which is great!), but were reading, on average, 2-3 grade levels below 
their targeted level with regards to comprehension. That troubled me enough for me to look into reading and 
spend some time with the teachers looking at what we can do to increase that comprehension level.  
 
Reading fluently is very important, and Reading Mastery has done a great service to us in preparing our children 
for this skill, but our teachers want more for your children. We want our students to understand what they are 
reading. As our older students have moved out of the Reading Mastery program their comprehension and ability 
to discuss the books they read on a deeper level, bringing in the reading skills that we all need to use, has been 
slow and labor-intensive. Once they get the habit of reading deeply and discussing the readings in depth, they 
have really grown to love these discussions. 
 
In addition, the conventions of writing, in accord with the diocesan curricula, have not been met through the 
years, because of the way that Reading Mastery “teaches” these conventions. Students do not learn to capitalize 
sentences until 2nd grade in Reading Mastery whereas the diocesan curricula asks us to teach it in kindergarten 
and master it in 1st grade. While we can teach it separately, the lack of emphasis in the language arts series is 
incompatible with diocesan standards. 
 
With these goals in mind, we have looked at moving away from the Reading Mastery series beginning next year, 
for both reading and language. All the teachers desire to keep the attention to the high level of reading fluently, 
and know that wherever we go for the future, the importance placed on fluency will continue. Our main goal is 
to give your children the tools they need to read fluently, to understand deeply what they read, to have the 
vocabulary necessary to discuss what they read with others, and to have a life-long love and desire to read.  
 
We will have a meeting with parents after Easter to discuss with you more deeply where we will be heading with 
our reading program. If you could please save questions until that time, when we have a firmer direction on 
where we will be heading, the teachers will be able to answer them then. This is a time of transition for all, but 
we are doing so with the education of your children at the heart of our decisions. Please keep us all in your 
prayers as we discern where we need to go with our reading and language arts program. 
 
Sister Mary Cecilia, C.K. 



 
 

Upcoming Dates 
March 19 – Confessions for grades 5 & 6 

March 20 – NO SCHOOL – Faculty meeting & in-service 

March 24 – 6:30 SFA meeting – nomination of officers 

March 26 – Confessions for grade 2 

March 27 – 2:40 Stations of the Cross 

March 30 – 5
th

 & 6
th

 grade to symphony 

March 31 – Deacon Justin Fulton will visit our school 

April 1 – 2:15 Living Stations (performed by the 6
th

 grade class) 

April 2-7 – NO SCHOOL – Easter break 

April 9 – Confessions for grades 3 & 4 

April 15 – Midterm grades sent home; next Newsletter / Communication 

envelope sent home 

April 16 – Confessions for grade 2 

April 17 – First Holy Communion retreat day 

April 18 – First Holy Communion 

April 21 – 6:30 SFA meeting – election of officers 

April 23 – Confessions for grades 5 & 6 

April 29 – 4:00 – 5:00 PreKindergarten Open House (for 2015-2016) 

Coming Home Today tuition reminders, $CRIP order form, report cards, Enrollment Projection Form, Summer Solutions 
Parent letter, Crete Swim team flier 
 
Pope Francis’s Lenten Message for 2015: For those who are interested, you can find Pope Francis’s Lenten message at: 
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/lent/documents/papa-francesco_20141004_messaggio-
quaresima2015.html 
 
SFA March Meeting Moved – Please mark your calendars. The SFA meeting has been moved to March 24

th
. We will have 

nominations of officers for the 2015-2016 school year. Please plan on attending. 

Report Cards are being sent home today. If your child’s report card is held for tuition payments, lunch money due, library 

fines, or money owed for copies, please contact the school office to resolve the issue. 

Prayer to Saint James St. James the Greater, patron of our school, enkindle in our hearts the same burning love you had for 
our Lord. May we answer His call, as you did, to be “fishers of men”. May we possess your zeal for Christ, a love that led you 
to be the first Apostle to die for the faith. Protect, direct and bless our school family. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Intentions of the Holy Father for March: 

Scientists – That those involved in scientific research may serve the well-being of the whole human person. 

Contribution of Women – That the unique contribution of women to the life of the Church may be recognized always. 

 

SCRIP: Our main fundraiser is SCRIP! Please consider using SCRIP for all your shopping needs. You purchase gift cards at face 

value and the school gains a percentage from each of your purchases. We have many vendors in stock for you to select 

from. We can also order something for you if we don’t have it on hand. Orders can be filled in the school office during 

school hours. 

Goodshop or SchoolStore.com If you plan on doing any shopping online, begin with Goodshop.com or Schoolstore.com – 

Both of these two shopping portals will allow you to access many of the main online stores, giving a percentage back to the 

school. This way you get the good deals you’re looking for and we get a percentage donated to the school. If you’re really 

into giving to the school, use SCRIP when you make these online purchases! That’s one more way! 

Congratulations to Katherine Malousek for her first 

place finish in the District Spelling Bee. 

Summer Solutions is a summer program – 

completed “at home” – to help reduce the amount 

of learning that is “lost” during the summer. A few 

minutes 3 to 4 times a week in any subject area can 

be helpful in retaining knowledge that your child 

gained throughout the year. As you look to order 

your Summer Solution books (see the flier sent 

home today), please order the grade level your child 

is currently in. We will send the books home to you 

when we receive them at the end of the school 

year. If you have questions, please contact the 

school office. If you do not have access to the 

internet, we can help with that also – just ask 

Debbie in the office and we can work something 

out. There are even books for high school (study 

skills) as well as prekindergarten (math and 

language arts). Start thinking about summer now – 

and order your books! 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/lent/documents/papa-francesco_20141004_messaggio-quaresima2015.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/lent/documents/papa-francesco_20141004_messaggio-quaresima2015.html

