
 

 

Dear Parents,          March 1, 2017 

“Do you know how to make a really beautiful heart?” asked my cousin Jane when we were both preschoolers.  
I wasn’t so sure that I did, but gave it a try using red construction paper and scissors.  Several attempts 
produced various lopsided shapes, not at all what we were seeking.  We needed a wonderful heart for our 
project.  What should we do?  Jane was no better at heart-making than I.  The answer was simple.  “I’ll ask 
Mom!”  Smiling and with ease, my mother cut out the perfect heart for us and we went happily on our way. 

This simple memory from long ago came back to me as I was thinking about Lent this year.  I think what each 
of us wants most is a really beautiful heart.  We want to be persons who are good, pure, gentle, kind, loving, 
patient, forgiving, courageous, loyal, faithful, etc.  We try to become that way by our own efforts only to find 
the results disappointing.  Here again is where we must become like little children and run to our mother.  The 
mother I am referring to, of course, is Mary, the Mother of God.  She is happy to help make a beautiful heart 
for each of us for she is our mother too.  

On this Ash Wednesday, at the very beginning of our 40 days, why not ask Mary to help?  Isn’t acquiring a 
more beautiful heart for Christ, after all, the purpose of Lent?  Ask her to take charge of your heart, to inspire 
you day by day and moment by moment with that which is best to say, do, and think.  She will be pleased that 
you asked and will do with ease what we could never accomplish on our own.   

In the Heart of Christ the King, 

 

Sister Mary Alma, C.K. 

 

Iowa Testing Week Next week, March 6-10 begins our standardized testing in grades 3-6.  These tests are helpful in 
giving the school important information on the educational strengths and challenges of each student and class.  The 
results do not affect the students’ report cards, but we do use the information, along with other data, in making 
decisions for the scholastic program of our school.  To help your children have a good testing week, please be sure that 
they get plenty of sleep and eat a good breakfast.  The students will not have homework assignments this week and will 
be given extra recesses and snacks between testing times. 

Sometimes students may become anxious during the testing week because there is some material on the tests which 
has not yet been covered, or which is above grade level.  The teachers will ensure the students that this is normal.  The 
students simply need to try their best.  If you find that your child is anxious, it would provide a golden opportunity to 
pray with them.  Ask Jesus to take away the anxiety and to fill them with His peace.  Some students find it to be a 
fabulous week, due to the absence of homework and the addition of snacks and extra recesses!  Some, however, go a bit 
too far with the easy going approach and fail to try their best.  I have seen children choosing to make pretty patterns 
with the circles on the answer sheets rather than go through the rigors of reading, thinking, and calculating.  A prayer for 
diligence would be appropriate if your child is more likely to fall into this category.   



It is Calendar Lottery Time:   Calendar Lottery, along with Scrip, is our main St. James School fund raiser.  We 
appreciate eveyone’s help because we really need the funds!  Ticket prices are still $25.00.   The sale officially 
begins today, March 1 and ends April 28.   The date of the prize drawings will be annouced soon. 
Grand prize this year is a $100 Scrip certificate that will be drawn from all of the students who sell their ticket 
allotment 
Top Selling Class –receives a pizza party & $50 SCRIP gift certificate for their teacher 
2nd Top Selling Class – receives a popcorn and juice box party 
Prize Box - When a  family sells all 10 tickets, each student from that family (or whoever turns the tickets in) 
can choose a prize from the prize box.  
 
Scrip Drive Through:  Scrip may be purchased on school days from 7:30 AM – 8:05 AM and 9:00 – 3:30 PM.  
On Fridays, we have the fabulous Scrip Drive-through.  During Friday morning drop-off time,  simply pull up in 
the rocky parking lot on the west side of school near the windows and side door.  Your children can get out of 
the car here and walk to the front door of the school.  One of our eager early students will take your Scrip 
order and bring Scrip cards back to you while you rest at ease in your car.   

Poetry Recital:  Bishop James Conley will be visiting St. James School for the 8:15 AM Mass followed by the students’ 
poetry recital on Friday, March 10.   The poetry recital should begin soon after Mass and will be held in the school gym.  
Parents are welcome to attend.  Please let the school know if you are coming so we may have enough seating. 

Now Enrolling Little Apostles Preschool:  We are enrolling children for the three and four year old Little Apostles 
Preschool program.  Children must be 3 or 4 years old by July 31, 2016 in order to attend.  Please call the office at (402) 
826-2318 for registration information.   
 3 year old program Tuesday/Thursday 8:00 – 10:30 AM 
 4 year old program Monday/Wednesday/Friday 8:00 – 11:30 AM 
 
Coming Home Today:  Scrip Order Form, Tuition Envelope, Hot Lunch Menu, Calendar Lottery Tickets. 
 
Upcoming Dates: 
March      01 Ash Wednesday – Lent begins 
March     03 Stations of the Cross  2:40 PM 
March 06-10 Iowa Basics standardized testing week. 
March 10 Bishop Conley comes for 8:15 AM Mass followed by Poetry Recital. 
  Stations of the Cross 2:40 PM 
  No bus services in AM or PM 
March 14 First Holy Communion Parent Meeting 
ome of    

 


