
 
Dear Families, 

There are different ways of coming to know God.  By knowing God I mean to understand that He is not something 
distant and irrelevant like a planet in the Andromeda galaxy or fish swimming at the bottom of the Adriatic Sea, but 
rather Someone who is, and always has been, right beside you rejoicing as you laugh, learn, and grow; sorrowing when 
you suffer, fall into sin, or are sinned against.  Obtaining this blessed wisdom happens in different ways for different 
people. 

For some it happens through a dramatic conversion.   In their choices and decisions, they have rejected God.  Perhaps it 
is because they themselves have been abused by others, or because they have never been taught the truth of His 
goodness, or, due to sloth, they have simply drifted away from Him.  Whatever the reason, these people then 
experience such agonizing pain, darkness, or emptiness that they finally cry out to God.  Filled with love and compassion, 
He hears and tenderly responds. Then they really know Him.    

Sue Thayer, who had managed a Planned Parenthood abortion clinic for 18 years is one such example.  Now a vibrant 
pro-life advocate, Sue spoke at this January’s Pro-life Walk in Lincoln.  She shared with the thousands gathered how she 
had once been filled with anger and bitterness until “the Lord did a mighty work” in her.   She spoke with such joy and 
freedom that she reminded me of some of our children at St. James School.  It was completely evident that she now 
knew the Lord’s love for her.  What a transformation!   

Dramatic conversions are indeed one way.  They are sacred and precious and we praise God whenever we hear of them, 
but I would propose that they are not the Lord’s “Plan A” for our coming to know Him.  No Father wants to see His 
children suffer, though sometimes they are forced to allow it.  

Plan A for coming to know God, I believe, is to grow up with and in Him from the time you are an infant.  Plan A is for the 
child to know and experience God’s  love from a mother and a father in the security of a family and then to experience 
and understand more of this love in the wider, but still very small and secure community of a parish school.  This is what 
our St. James Catholic School is all about, helping our children to come to know God little by little so they might really 
know Him, as they grow to full Christian maturity.  Such is the great duty, privilege, and blessing of our Catholic School.    

Case in Point: A couple weeks ago, a very tearful little girl ended up being sent to my office.  After a good deal of 
listening to the struggles of her morning, I shared with her that Jesus was the one who could help her with her problems.  
I told her that Jesus wins every time we give our problems to Him.  We said a prayer together and then she went back to 
her classroom still sniffling and leaving me uncertain as to what had actually happened inside her young heart.  It wasn’t 
long, however, before she came back triumphantly explaining, “Sister Mary Alma, Jesus and I turned that frown upside 
down.”  Victory!  This child was coming to know God as the joyful One, the triumphant One, the One who is with her and 
to whom she may turn to in any situation.    

Such knowledge is the outstanding gift, the pearl of great price, which a good Catholic School should offer.  I hope it is 
the primary and most valued knowledge which our St. James parents, teachers, and administration, will strive to give 
our children.  

Happy Catholic Schools Week and may we all continue to come to know the Lord! 

 

In the Heart of Christ the King, 

 

Sister Mary Alma, C.K. 



An Early Valentine’s Day:  St. Valentine’s Day this year falls on a Sunday and during the season of Lent.  The St. James 
faculty has chosen, therefore, to have the celebration but to have it earlier in the week.   Pre-K children will celebrate St. 
Valentine’s Day on Monday, February 8.  K-6 grade children will exchange valentines on Tuesday, February 9.   

Revised Catholic Schools Schedule: 

Thursday, Feb. 4 “Get Up and Move Day”  - Children dance in the classroom whenever music  
   plays over the intercom. 
 10:00 – 10:30 AM Teacher Swap 

2:00 – 3:00 The Amazing Chinese Acrobats perform!  
Children receive an extra recess and no homework. 
Dress: Students may wear St. James shirts and jeans (or any maroon or gold shirt). 

 

Friday, Feb. 5  Classes will make an adoration visit to Jesus sometime in the morning. 
    
   1:30 (K-2) Religion Bowl 
   2:00 (3-6) Religion Bowl 
 

Monday, February 8 Students make thank you cards for the Community   
1:30 – 2:30  Creative Exchange – Students choose from a variety of creative classes with 
different teachers 
 
Dress: Hat and Silly Sock Day – students may wear hats and silly socks to school 
 

Thursday, February 11 1:00 – 2:00 PM  Teacher luncheon.  Students have a movie in their classrooms. 
  
Thank you:  Thank you to all who so generously helped with the Catholic Schools Week Bakery Breakfast, the roller 
skating, and the Pizza lunch.  May God bless you for your kindness! 
 
Upcoming Dates: 
 
February  
10 Ash Wednesday 
 Saline County Spelling Bee 
11 Grade 2 Class Mass Our Lady of Lourdes 
12 Stations of the Cross 2:40 PM 
17 Grades 4-6 Field Trip to Lincoln Symphony 
18 1:20 PM Dismissal 
 Parent Teacher Conferences  2:00 – 5:00 PM and 6:00 – 8:00 PM 
19 No School 
24 Kindergarten Preview 
25 St. James Feast Day celebrated 
26 Stations of the Cross 2:40 PM 
27 First Penance  10:00 AM 
March 
01 First Holy Communion Parent Meeting 6:30 PM 

 
 


