
 

Dear Parents, 

Molly Murphy for the 2017/2018 SFA Vice President?     Fifteen month old Molly brought a smile to the 
group when she decided to take her seat up front with 
the SFA Board members last evening. Thank you to all 
who were able to attend!  Some of the highlights of the 
evening are described below.  

Scrip Program:  Parents shared how they use Scrip and 
how it supports the school.  Here is a new idea!  How 
about drive-through Scrip purchasing?  On Fridays during 
morning drop-off time, pull up in the rocky parking lot on 
the west side of school near the windows and side door.  
One of our eager early students will take your Scrip order 
and bring cards back to you while you rest at ease in your 
car.  If you forgot or misplaced your order form, there is 
no need to worry.  We have order forms and pens on clip 

boards for your convenience.  Our dynamic drive-through begins this Friday, February 24.  If you are still not 
sure about how the Scrip program works, think of it as a simple exchange.  You take the money you were 
going to spend anyway on items such as groceries, household products, or gas and give it to us.  We in turn 
give you a card worth exactly that amount to use at the store.  That is all it is on your part.  The merchants, 
however, give a percentage of the purchase back to St. James School.  With only 5% of our school families 
(plus some faithful parishioners) using Scrip, the school received $5,850.00 last year.  Imagine what it could be 
if everyone used Scrip!  Many of the school’s unmet needs would vanish. 

A Funny Thank You:  The teachers also instigated lots of laughter with “thank you” puns.  They wanted to 
express their gratitude to the faithful Scirp users and to the SFA for sending them to St. Louis for the National 
Catholic Educators Convention this coming April.  We listended to eight statements of gratitude.  One which 
contended for the most laughter was, “How does a cow say thank you?”  “MOOOOchas gratias!”  

Keeping the Faith:  I spoke on some simple ways in which parents can help foster their children’s relationship 
with the Lord.  Some of the ideas included: 

1) Make a prayer corner in your child’s room or even a prayer room in your house.  

2) Have a regular time in which you pray with your child.  It can be very very simple.  My childhood nighttime 
prayer consisted of, “God bless Mom and Dad, John and David, Cheryl and Dean, me and Jean, and Mara.  
Make me a good girl.  Goodnight, Jesus.”   Pretty simple, but I can still feel the goodness of my mother 
teaching me to pray.   Miss Kopetzky, St. James’ Kindergarten teacher, shared how in her family both her 
mother and father came into the girls’ room for nightly prayer.  After their words of prayer, her father blessed 
everyone in the family.  The impact of such simple holy customs as these is undeniable.  It places the children 
in the heart of God and  forms them in goodness. 



3) Help your children learn to talk to Jesus as a friend.  One way to do this is to have them tell the Lord the 
best part of their day, the worst part of their day, and then to sit still and listen for a minute to whatever the 
Lord might want to say to them.  They may want to draw a picture or journal about the same. 

4) Parents have the grace to be spiritual directors of their own children.  Try once a month to set aside twenty 
minutes to talk one-on-one with your child about his or her realtionship with God.  Let your child have a 
special treat during this time, such as his or her favorite cookie.  Your attention, however will be the greatest 
treat.  Have your child share with you about what they are learning in religion class, how they are doing at 
Mass, or what they think God is like.  Perhaps read a Bible story and then ask your child to tell about his or her 
favorite part.  The key to making this a reality rather than just a nice idea, is to schedule it on your calendar.  
Giving children these scheduled one-on-one twenty minutes each month bears beautiful fruit.  They develop a 
strong relationship with you and may more likely feel at ease talking about difficult things in their teen years. 
More vital even than this, they may come to see their faith not as simply a set of rules but as a personal 
relationship with God our Father, with Jesus, and with the Holy Spirt who love them.  Finally a child who has 
the Lord as his or her Friend is a happy child. 

Calendar Change:  Bishop James Conley will be visiting St. James School for the 8:15 AM Mass followed by the 
students’ poetry recital on Friday, March 10.   The poetry recital should begin about 9:15 AM.  Parents are welcome to 
attend.  Please let the school know if you are coming so we may have enough seating.  (402) 826-2318  This is a change 
from the previously scheduled day of February 24. 

Parent Teacher Conferences:  We had almost perfect attendance at Parent Teacher Conferences last Thursday.  
Thank you for caring about your child’s education and for supporting St. James teachers and school. 
 
Kindergarten Preview:  Kindergarten Preview is this evening, Wednesday, February 22 from 5:15 – 6:15 PM.  
This evening is for children who hope to attend Kindergarten next fall and their parents.  Children must be five 
years of age by July 31 to enter Kindergarten.  Come join us to learn more about St. James Kindergarten program 
and to meet your child’s teacher!  Veteran parents, if you have been happy with St. James School, please tell your 
friends about us.   
 
Just in Case it Snows:   St. James School will follow the decision of the Crete Public School to cancel in the case of 
inclement weather.  www.creteschools.com will have it on the scroll bar at the top of their website OR on the 
“School Closing” tab at the top of their website.  You may also call: 
 
WEATHER HOTLINE – If Crete Public is closed due to poor weather, so is St. James School! 
English – 402-826-7890 
Spanish – 402-826-7888 
 
Coming Home Today:  Lenten Calendar, Scrip Order Form, Tuition envelope, Camp Kateri flyer for 5th and 6th 
grades, Micro Soccer for Pre-K and K. 
 
Upcoming Dates: 
February 22 Kindergarten Preview 5:15 – 6:15 Pm 
February 25 First Penance  10:00 AM 
March      01 Ash Wednesday – Lent begins 
March     03 Stations of the Cross  2:40 PM 
March 06-10 Iowa Basics standardized testing week. 
March 10 Bishop Conley comes for 8:15 AM Mass followed by Poetry recital. 
  Stations of the Cross 2:40 PM 
  No bus services in AM or PM 
March 14 First Holy Communion Parent Meeting 
ome of    

http://www.creteschools.com/

