
 
February 18, 2015 

Ash Wednesday 

Dear Parents, 
Today is the beginning of Lent. For many of us there are the standard things that we’ll give up – candy, 

pop, television, video games, chips, desserts, etc. I remember giving up watching ”Little House on the Prairie” in 
fourth grade. The only problem was that I was the only one who gave that up, and therefore it was still watched 
by my brothers and by my neighbors in our family room, with the volume turned up nice and loud, so that I 
knew exactly what I was missing. That was tough – not the giving up of the show, but knowing that for the 
duration of the show I was not with my family doing something that we enjoyed. Yet I grew from that 
experience. 

Lent should be a time of growth. A time of looking honestly at our lives and finding one area that we can 
make an additional sacrifice in which to grow in holiness. Holiness is not just some Catholic “buzzword”, but a 
real living of being Christ-like. Giving up pop or candy may be one way that we can become more Christ-like (I 
doubt Jesus enjoyed a can of Coke while walking between Nazareth and Capernaum!) I truly think that there are 
other things that we can look at that need our attention if our goal during this Lent is Christ-likeness.  

 
When things don’t go our way, or we’re challenged to see something through someone else’s eyes, or 

we need to accept someone else’s decisions – how do we respond? 
When someone asks me to help them with a project, and I want to safeguard the little bit of time that I 

think I have – how do I respond? 
When I’m asked to take on a project for the school or parish community, and I feel that I already have 

done every project that that group has ever completed – how do I respond? 
When I see that my friend has had a great accomplishment, and I recognize that I don’t have something 

in my life quite like that – how do I respond? 
When I’m challenged by the Gospel on Sunday to make a change in my life, even though I’m 

comfortable and “safe” in the life I live now, but know that I need to grow, and I really don’t want to – how do I 
respond? 

When I have those few extra moments in the car on my way to work or shopping or the movie or a 
game, how do I use those moments?  

What types of movies, music, video games do I watch/listen to? If I was conscious of Jesus being with 
me as I watch/listen (which He really, truly is…always) – would I really continue to watch/listen to it? 

How do I respond to those around me? With love, care and compassion? Or frustration and 
exasperation? 

 
I’ll be honest - I’m not perfect. I’m nowhere near perfect in these areas. I get frustrated with my Sisters 

in community – by the little things they do that I wouldn’t do (and many times fail to see the things that I do that 
they would never do…ironic, isn’t it?) I can become very comfortable in the way that I go through my daily 
routine, and fail to step out to give extra assistance, or to tackle another project for the community or school. 
Basically, I, too, have room to grow. Lots of room. And Lent is a great opportunity to examine myself and find an 
extra area that I want to tackle and grow in Christ-likeness.  

 
I highly encourage you to take this brief examination of conscience before going to Confession next 

time. If it’s been years since your last Confession, begin praying now for the grace to go to Confession before 
Easter. That would be a tremendous gift for Jesus for Easter! If it’s been weeks since your last Confession, the 
joy that Jesus has in your gift of self through the sacrament is not less just because you’ve gone more 
frequently…it’s just as intense and joyous, because you’ve given that tremendous gift to Him for Easter. 

 
On a final note, pray for the 2nd graders as they prepare for First Penance on Saturday. This is certainly a 

great gift that they will receive and participate in, but it should be one that everyone in the school and parish 
community rejoices in. About 50 more children will come to know and love the Lord and His mercy in a unique 
and powerful way on Saturday. What more could we ask for during this Lent?    
 
Sister Mary Cecilia, C.K. 



 
 

Upcoming Dates 
February 18 – Midterms issued 

February 19 – 1:20 Dismissal for  

Parent Teacher Conferences 2 - 5:00 & 6 – 8:00 

February 20, 23 – NO SCHOOL (23rd is Teacher In-service) 

February 21 – First Penance @ 10:00 

February 25 – Celebration of the Feast of St. James 

February 25 – Kindergarten Preview @ 5:15 pm 

February 27 – Stations of the Cross @ 2:40 

February 27 – Kids’ Night at St. James - #3 

March 3 – First Holy Communion Parent Meeting 

 

 

 

 
Coming Home Today Daily Bible Readings for Lent, Lenten Calendar, Holy Heroes Lenten Adventure Flier, Study 
Skills, eLabels for Education Flier, Crete Park & Rec Micro Soccer flier (PreK-K), Tuition envelopes, $CRIP order 
form, midterms (grades 3-6) 
 
Parent-Teacher Conferences are tomorrow (February 19th) following our 1:20 dismissal. If you still need to sign 
up for conferences, please contact the school office for available times. 
 
Looking for Ideas for Lent? http://www.catholicicing.com/simple-lenten-traditions-for-families-with-little-to-
no-prep-work/ has some great ideas – 40 of them! 
 
Kindergarten Preview February 25th at 5:15. All who are interested in learning more about St. James School, our 
Kindergarten program as well as the school itself are invited to attend this presentation. Bring your 
kindergarten-age child(ren) and they will enjoy time in the classroom with Miss Kopetzky.  
 
Prayer to Saint James St. James the Greater, patron of our school, enkindle in our hearts the same burning love 
you had for our Lord. May we answer His call, as you did, to be “fishers of men”. May we possess your zeal for 
Christ, a love that led you to be the first Apostle to die for the faith. Protect, direct and bless our school family. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Intentions of the Holy Father for February: 

Prisoners–That prisoners, especially the young, may be able to rebuild lives of dignity. 

Separated Spouses–That married people who are separated may find welcome and support in the Christian 

community. 

 

SCRIP: Our main fundraiser is SCRIP! Please consider using SCRIP for all your shopping needs. You purchase gift 

cards at face value and the school gains a percentage from each of your purchases. We have many vendors in 

stock for you to select from. We can also order something for you if we don’t have it on hand. Orders can be 

filled in the school office during school hours. 

Goodshop or SchoolStore.com If you plan on doing any shopping online, begin with Goodshop.com or Schoolstore.com – 

Both of these two shopping portals will allow you to access many of the main online stores, giving a percentage back to the 

school. This way you get the good deals you’re looking for and we get a percentage donated to the school. If you’re really 

into giving to the school, use SCRIP when you make these online purchases! That’s one more way! 

SFA March Meeting Moved – Please mark your calendars. The SFA meeting has been moved to March 10
th

. We will not 

have a meeting on March 17
th

. Thank you for making arrangements to come to the meeting on March 10
th

. 

Congratulations to Katherine Malousek on her first 

place finish in the County Spelling Bee. Katherine 

has been invited to participate in the District 

Spelling Bee on March 7
th

.  

Congratulations also to Jay Wissenburg, Ruby Van 

Horn, and Rosie Malousek on winning the School 

Level Handwriting awards for their grade level by 

Zaner-Bloser.  

 

 

http://www.catholicicing.com/simple-lenten-traditions-for-families-with-little-to-no-prep-work/
http://www.catholicicing.com/simple-lenten-traditions-for-families-with-little-to-no-prep-work/

