
 
December 3, 2014 

Dear Parents, 
 As we begin the season of Advent, I wanted to offer a few Advent practices for you to have as a 
family. I remember celebrating Advent with my family growing up. We had an Advent wreath in the 
center of the kitchen table and would light the candles each night. The “sibling rivalry” showed itself 
when it came time to extinguish the candles – we’d run to get the candle snuffer and try not to boast 
when we’d “win”. We celebrated St. Nick – not with our shoes out (they were perpetually out!) – but at 
the kitchen table. We had an Advent calendar, sometimes with chocolate, but more often with 
scripture quotes. We made cookies to take to neighbors (and enjoy ourselves). We slowly cleaned the 
house, but most of the decorating happened after school was out for Christmas. 
 Whatever your family Advent traditions may be, I encourage you to enter fully into Advent and 
try to keep things simple until the coming of Christ at Christmas. We can then celebrate Christmas until 
January 11th – the last day of the Christmas season! 
 
Advent practices 

 Turn off the electronics for a while and do something fun together – take a walk, play board 
games, sing carols 

 Add Advent symbols to your family prayer corner 

 Make simple Christmas cards to give to others – an elderly neighbor, your parish priest, the 
clerk at the store, whoever could use a friendly Christmas greeting 

 Look at the stars (be a star-gazer) and think of the wise men searching the December sky in 
preparation 

 Make some hot chocolate and gather around your statue or image of Mary  - great idea for 
December 8 or December 12 (or both!) 

 Think of a random act of kindness your family can do to spread cheer – bake cookies for others, 
make cards for soldiers overseas, be creative! 

 Have a family movie night 

 Think about gifts that your family will give to Jesus (read to a younger sibling, go to confession, 
help someone with a project, clean the house – write them down or draw the ideas and place 
them in the empty manger of your nativity scene 

 Let your children teach you something they learned at school 

 Sing Christmas carols together – how many do you know? 

 Look at pictures of your extended family – celebrate your family heritage 

 Organize a “Get Ready for Jesus” cleaning party 

 Go for a walk and look for signs of winter  

 Place candles in windows to light Mary and Joseph’s way 

 Visit the church – and show your children that God is truly with us in the tabernacle; depending 
on when you go, show them the statues, candles, the nativity scene; spend some time with 
Jesus 

 Bless your Christmas tree 
 
The main thing is to keep family front and center during this busy time. Don’t give into the worldly and 
commercial view of things. If your family isn’t the main thing this Advent (next to Jesus), what is? 
  



 
 

Prayer to Saint James 

St. James the Greater, patron of our school, 

enkindle in our hearts the same burning love you 

had for our Lord. May we answer His call, as you did, 

to be “fishers of men”. May we possess your zeal for 

Christ, a love that led you to be the first Apostle to 

die for the faith. Protect, direct and bless our school 

family. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Intentions of the Holy Father for December: 

Christmas, Hope for Humanity–That the birth of the 

Redeemer may bring peace and hope to all people 

of good will. 

Parents–That parents may be true evangelizers, 

passing on to their children the precious gift of faith. 

SCRIP: Our main fundraiser is SCRIP! Please consider 

using SCRIP for all your shopping needs. You 

purchase gift cards at face value and the school 

gains a percentage from each of your purchases. We 

have many vendors in stock for you to select from. 

We can also order something for you if we don’t 

have it on hand. Orders can be filled in the school 

office during school hours. 

Tardy/Absence Policy: If you arrive after 8:10 a.m. 

please walk your child (K-6) into church; do not have 

them wait alone in front of school. If you are going 

to be late or have a sick child, please call the school 

office to let us know. If we notice that your child is 

absent and we do not know why we will call you to 

confirm their absence. 

Upcoming Dates 
December 4 – confessions for grades 3 & 4 

December 8 – NO SCHOOL – Holy Day  

(see bulletin for Mass times!) 

December 9 – 2:30 Our Lady of Guadalupe play (gym) 

December 11 – confessions for grades 5 & 6 

December 12 – 3rd grade class Mass 

December 12 – Kids’ Night #2 

December 14 – SFA Cookie Exchange  

December 18 – Christmas Program @ 6:30 

December 19 – End of 2nd Quarter;  

Last day of school until January 5th! 

 

  

Volunteering at St. James School? Please make sure that you’ve 

completed the online Safe and Sacred Program and have filled out a 

background check form. Information can be found in the school office if 

you are unsure whether you can volunteer. If you completed these last 

year, you do not need to complete them again! 

Sick child? If your child shows symptoms of being ill (fever, vomiting, 

etc.) they should be kept home until they are free of these symptoms for 

24 hours without the aid of medication. 

Wish List Our annual wish list is being sent home today. A copy of it will 

also be placed on the school website. Thank you, in advance, for your 

generosity. If you have questions about anything listed, please contact 

the school office. 

Kids’ Night #2 The first Kids’ Night at St. James School was a great 

success, that our teachers have organized a second one! Information 

went home last week to your children. If you need more information, 

please contact the school office. 

Goodshop or SchoolStore.com If you plan on doing most (or some) of 

your Christmas shopping online, begin with Goodshop.com or 

Schoolstore.com – Both of these two shopping portals will allow you to 

access many of the main online stores, giving a percentage back to the 

school. This way you get the good deals you’re looking for and we get a 

percentage donated to the school. If you’re really into giving to the 

school, use SCRIP when you make these online purchases! That’s one 

more way! 

Advent Reflection In our personal lives, waiting is not a very popular 

pastime. Waiting is not something we anticipate or experience with 

great joy and gladness! In fact, most of us consider waiting a waste of 

time. Perhaps this is because the culture in which we live is basically 

saying, “Get going! Do something! Show you are able to make a 

difference! Don’t just sit there and wait!” So, for us, and for many 

people, waiting is a dry desert between where we are and where we 

want to be. We do not enjoy such a place. We want to move out of it 

and do something worthwhile. Dear Lord, help me be patient as I await 

your arrival. 

Coming Home Today: 
SCRIP order form 
Tuition reminders 
Advent Calendar 
Daily Bible Readings for Advent 
Christmas Wish List 
Breakfast with Santa flier 
Santa is coming to Doane flier 
Crete Wrestling Club flier 
 


