
 

Dear Parents, 

There are so many good things to share with you in this newsletter that I run the risk of writing far too 
much!   I will try my best to inform you on the happy news and still be brief.  

Advent:  We have entered the season of Advent.  That is good news to be sure!   Just as you probably 
give your homes a thorough cleaning before decorating for Christmas, it is important to cleanse our 
souls of anything sinful as we prepare for the coming of Christ.  Please find enclosed a pamphlet on the 
Sacrament of Penance.  Making a good confession is a tremendous way to begin the Advent season.  
Once our souls are cleansed from sin, we can begin beautifying them with virtues of peace, diligence, 
joy, piety, patience, forgiveness, generosity, and especially mercy.  This is a true way to prepare for 
Christmas!   

Grant Granted!:  For those of you who were able to attend the last SFA meeting on October 20, you 
probably remember the discussion regarding financing the current reading series.  We have some really 
great news to share with you!  The school received a grant from the Dillon Foundation for $28,500.00.  
This money, plus the hard earned money that the SFA has already given, completely covers the cost of 
the Wonders reading series and leaves close to $4,000.00 extra to be used for refurnishing some of the 
counters and cabinets in our bathrooms and classrooms.  The school has received grants from the Dillon 
Foundation in the past and has also been denied these grants.  It is never a sure thing and we have 
never before received such a large amount.   Perhaps you could offer some prayers of thanksgiving to 
God for this great blessing.  Speaking of great blessings  . . .  

Father Sean Kilcawley:  Father Sean Kilcawley has agreed to speak at our next SFA meeting on Tuesday, 
January 19 at 6:30 PM.  Please mark your calendars!  We are fortunate to be able to have Father as he is 
a very popular speaker and has engagements scheduled throughout this year and next.  Father’s main 
topic is on keeping God in the family.  In his presentation, Father shares much from his own personal 
experience of growing up in a broken family, how it affected him, and how he was able to find the Lord, 
inner healing and peace.  Father has practical advice as to what you can do to protect and prepare your 
children for the many challenges of our modern times.  I would like to have our largest SFA attendance 
ever to hear Father Kilcawley speak.  Again, please mark your calendars! 

Breakfast Surveys:  Following up from the Emily Gratopp’s presentation on good nutrition at the last 
SFA meeting, we have been encouraging the children to eat a good breakfast each day.  They have 
received this message in their PE classes and also through posters displayed around the school.  I asked 
the teachers to give their students an anonymous survey regarding breakfast eating habits on two 
random days in November.   The data gathered showed that most all of our children have eaten 
breakfast.  Five or six children did not eat anything on the days we surveyed.  Of the breakfasts eaten, 14 
were unhealthy ones consisting of cookies, donuts or other sweets.  All the rest were very healthy 
breakfasts consisting of grains, proteins, fruit and dairy products.  Keep up the good work parents!  A 
healthy breakfast is important to your children’s success in school. 

 



School Closings: St. James School will follow the Crete Public Schools for school closings and late start 
days due to dangerous weather conditions.  If we have your current phone number and email address, 
you should receive a call and a message whenever there will be a closing or a late start. Please let the 
office know if you did not get a call this past Monday when we had a two hour late start.  Our 
announcement will also be on KLKN-TV Channel 8 and KOLN.KGIN TV Channel 10/11.  You may also call: 
School Closing 402 826-7890 or, in Spanish, School Closing: 402 826-7888.  If the message says that 
Crete Public Schools are closed or have a late start due to inclement weather, know that the same is 
true for St. James School. 

Pre-K Closings:  Due to the shorter schedule, St. James Pre-K classes will not meet on days during which 
the school has a late start.  Hopefully there will not be too many of these this year as we love to have 
your children with us. 

Christmas Program:  We are in need of someone to run the spot light for the Christmas program.  If you 
would like to volunteer, please let us know in the office (402 826-2318) or contact Mrs. Karla Tranmer. 
 
Special Thanks:  Thank you to the second and third grade parents who provided a delicious brunch for 
the teachers on their Thanksgiving retreat morning.  We appreciate you kindness.  The faculty had a 
delightful retreat morning consisting of Mass, brunch, a journey to the Schoenstatt Shrine, conferences 
on contemplative and healing prayer and best of all time for personal prayer and the Sacrament of 
Confession.  Thank you to Father Major for giving your time to serve us! 
 
Important Dates: 
 
December 4 St. Nicholas Day celebrated at school.  The actual feast day of this real Saint is Sunday, 

 December 6th but Saint Nicholas will be putting in a few treats in the shoes of our good 
children on Friday, December 4th.  Bad children will receive a lump of coal.  Just kidding! 
  All our children are good as they are made in God’s image! 

December 8 The Feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary.  No school today.  This is a Holy Day of 
Obligation.  As on Sundays, faithful Catholics are obliged to go to Mass on this day. 

 
December 13 SFA Cookie Sale Day.  More information to come. 
 
December 16 PreK Christmas Program  10:00 AM and 4:00 PM 
December 17 K-6 Christmas Program     1:15 PM dress rehearsal 
        6:30 PM main program 
December 18  End of second quarter.   
December 19-January 3 Christmas Break 
January 4  School resumes 
 
 
In the Heart of Christ the King, 

 

Sister Mary Alma, C.K. 

 



 


