
 
December 17, 2014 

Dear Parents, 
 As we approach these final days of Advent, when we prepare our hearts and our homes for the 

coming of the Christ Child at Christmas, I know that every family will celebrate in their own unique 

way. Every family has certain Christmas traditions that your children look forward to celebrating. My 

family is no different – both my natural family and my religious family. As we come to the end of the 

calendar year 2014 and look forward in anticipation to 2015, I wanted to share a few of those 

traditions with you, in the hopes that you have a renewed appreciation for your own family traditions. 

 When I was growing up, I enjoyed our Christmas traditions – the Christmas tree with 

homemade ornaments, the nativity scenes, the Christmas music coming from all my siblings when 

we’d take turns sitting at the piano, the hiding of Christmas gifts in our closets and waiting our turn to 

go downstairs to wrap them with Mom who was our “expert gift-wrapper”. I remember the countless 

hours playing games with my brothers, playing cards as a family, loading up the car to travel to visit 

with grandparents and other relatives, and baking and decorating cookies. The number and kinds of 

decorations have changed throughout the years, which is to be expected – it’s been 20 years since I 

was home during the Christmas season. But most of all I remember the joy that existed in our house. 

We weren’t always nice to each other; we had our share of fights, none of which ended with broken 

bones or blood, yet we always were able to sit down with each other and laugh and share the joy of 

Christ with each other. My parents often comment that they miss the sounds of laughter and talking 

that came from the basement when we were playing. But when we all are home for a visit – they 

experience the joy in great abundance! 

 There are many traditions that I enjoy with my Sisters in community now – our Carol night, our 

Advent Angel exchange, baking cookies on our annual “Cookie Day”, Midnight Mass, keeping a quiet 

atmosphere on Christmas Eve, our Holy Family Sunday visiting with our families, celebrating Epiphany. 

There is also plenty of laughter that rings throughout the Christmas season also – the stories that are 

told, the games that are played, and just the enjoyment that comes from being able to spend time with 

each other. I enjoy watching the transformations throughout the Motherhouse that occur on 

Christmas Eve as we decorate and have some music practices in preparation for our Christmas 

celebrations. I love the Christmas carols that are sung for the next 15 or more days as we journey 

towards the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. But I know that my Christmas continues to be a 

celebration of joy, for it is very evident in every room throughout the Motherhouse during every 

expression of Christmas. 

 Joy is what Jesus wants for every family this Christmas, and always. It is the main way that He 

brings people closer to Himself. Find a way to express the joy that Christ’s birth has given you. No 

matter what may be happening, we are called to bring the joy of Christ to others. For me, that includes 

the joy of belonging completely to Him as a Bride of Christ – and living with 30 other women who 

exude that joy is part of the witness we give that brings others closer to Christ.  

 I pray that you are able to experience the Joy of Christmas at some point during the next two 

weeks. God bless you. 



 
 Prayer to Saint James 

St. James the Greater, patron of our school, 

enkindle in our hearts the same burning love you 

had for our Lord. May we answer His call, as you did, 

to be “fishers of men”. May we possess your zeal for 

Christ, a love that led you to be the first Apostle to 

die for the faith. Protect, direct and bless our school 

family. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Intentions of the Holy Father for December: 

Christmas, Hope for Humanity–That the birth of the 

Redeemer may bring peace and hope to all people 

of good will. 

Parents–That parents may be true evangelizers, 

passing on to their children the precious gift of faith. 

SCRIP: Our main fundraiser is SCRIP! Please consider 

using SCRIP for all your shopping needs. You 

purchase gift cards at face value and the school 

gains a percentage from each of your purchases. We 

have many vendors in stock for you to select from. 

We can also order something for you if we don’t 

have it on hand. Orders can be filled in the school 

office during school hours. 

Tardy/Absence Policy: If you arrive after 8:10 a.m. 

please walk your child (K-6) into church; do not have 

them wait alone in front of school. If you are going 

to be late or have a sick child, please call the school 

office to let us know. If we notice that your child is 

absent and we do not know why we will call you to 

confirm their absence. 

Upcoming Dates 
December 18 – Christmas Program @ 6:30 

December 19 – End of 2nd Quarter;  

Last day of school until January 5th! 

December 21 – SFA Cookie Exchange 

January 5 – Classes resume 

January 7 – Report Cards are issued 

January 8 – Confessions for grades 3 & 4 

January 13 – First Penance Parent meeting 

January 14 – Catholic Schools Week information sent home 

January 15 – Confessions for grades 5 & 6 

January 19 – NO SCHOOL (Faculty in-service) 

 

 

Volunteering at St. James School? Please make sure that you’ve 

completed the online Safe and Sacred Program and have filled out a 

background check form. Information can be found in the school office if 

you are unsure whether you can volunteer. If you completed these last 

year, you do not need to complete them again! 

Sick child? If your child shows symptoms of being ill (fever, vomiting, 

etc.) they should be kept home until they are free of these symptoms for 

24 hours without the aid of medication. 

Wish List Our annual wish list is being sent home today. A copy of it will 

also be placed on the school website. Thank you, in advance, for your 

generosity. If you have questions about anything listed, please contact 

the school office. 

Goodshop or SchoolStore.com If you plan on doing most (or some) of 

your Christmas shopping online, begin with Goodshop.com or 

Schoolstore.com – Both of these two shopping portals will allow you to 

access many of the main online stores, giving a percentage back to the 

school. This way you get the good deals you’re looking for and we get a 

percentage donated to the school. If you’re really into giving to the 

school, use SCRIP when you make these online purchases! That’s one 

more way! 

Report Cards will be issued in January. Make sure that you are caught up 

on tuition and lunch payments and that all library books returned and all 

library fines paid. If there are any outstanding balances that need to be 

taken care of, report cards will be held in the office. 

Epiphany Parties will be held sometime once students return in January. 

Please check with your child’s teacher to see if there is something that 

you can do to assist in preparing for this. 

Christmas Program notes The Christmas program begins at 6:30.  

Children are to go to their classrooms when they arrive, not the gym or 

cafeteria areas; please take their coats with you – do not leave coats in 

the classrooms. At the end of the program, some students will need to 

return to their classroom to change out of the costume. There will be a 

special visitor at the end of the program. Please remind your child to 

follow the directions given at the end of the program.  

Update on the Building Project In January or February I will be able to 

give you a more comprehensive look at how this first phase of the 

building project will affect the school. As of now I can let you know that 

we will be replacing our computer lab with an iPad lab which will enable 

us to have computer class in the homeroom classrooms. This will enable 

us to move the student classrooms out of the annex and into the school 

building. Look forward to more details in the upcoming months. 

  

Coming Home Today: 
SCRIP order form 
Tuition reminders 
SFA Cookie Exchange flier 
Hold report card forms 
 


