
 

Dear Families, 

If we were to list what we knew about the birth of Jesus, I am sure we could fill up a whole white board 
quickly and with ease.  The angel Gabriel’s  invitation to Mary, her “Fiat,” Joseph’s dream, the census, 
the journey to Bethlehem, the rejection at the inns, the shepherds, the angels, the manger, the newborn 
baby wrapped in swaddling clothes, the star, the wise men, King Herod, and finally the flight into Egypt 
would all make the lineup.  As we thought, more and more details would keep coming to mind.  We 
might remember Mary’s visitation to her cousin Elizabeth and how the child in Elizabeth’s womb leapt 
for joy at the presence of the Savior or how myriads of angels filled the sky that night singing “Glory to 
God in the highest.”  Mt. 2:14 

“Shepherds and kings and angels singing, “Glory!”  O, how we love the Christmas story.” Rightly so!  We 
must also be sure that our children know and love all the details as well.  As adults, however, we should 
go further and ponder what it means for our lives right now.  

The angels had said that they brought tidings of great joy and that there would be peace to people of 
good will.   Certainly Joseph and Mary were people of good will, but they had the terrifying flight into 
Egypt, racing away from the murderous King Herod, right after the birth of Jesus.  Where was the peace 
and joy for the very parents of the Savior?  Where was it for the shepherds who, after having seen Jesus, 
had to go back to their difficult lives of poverty and the prejudice of those around them? 

Christian peace and joy is real but different from what we might first expect.  We tend to think of peace 
as the absence of problems and joy as the absence of responsibilities. 

Christian peace and joy, however, is about presence; the presence of Jesus Christ.   It does not mean 
that our lives will be free from trials or difficulties.  Scripture tells us the opposite in several places, one 
of which is found in the book of Sirach.  

“My son, when you come to serve the Lord, prepare yourself for trials. For in fire gold is tested, 
and worthy men in the crucible of humiliation.”  Sir 2:1, 5   

Hopefully, all of us are seen as worthy in God’s eyes and therefore we will have trials.  At the same time 
we can have true peace and joy in the midst of difficulties, while those who abandon God do not have 
peace or joy even in the midst of pleasures.  When the Word became flesh, He dwelt among us.  He still 
dwells among us (actually within us) due to our baptism.  Here is where Christian peace and joy are 
found.  No matter what, we have the Lord with us and if we have Him, then deep down, all is well . . .  
really well.  It seems to me too that the more we remember and hold on to this truth the happier our 
lives become! 

"BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD AND SHALL BEAR A SON, AND 
THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME EMMANUEL," which translated means, "GOD WITH US."  
Matthew 1:23  I pray that we all have a greater awareness of Jesus’ abiding presence within us this 
Christmas.     In the Heart of the Infant King, 
       



 

Christmas Program Announcements:  The Christmas Program for St. James School children 
in grades K-6 is this Thursday, December 17 and begins at 6:30 PM.  Students with costumes 
should arrive by 6:00 PM  Students not wearing costumes should arrive by 6:15 PM.  Parents or 
grandparents who are not able to make the evening program may come to the dress rehearsal at 
1:15 PM on Thursday, December 17. 
 
Important times for the Christmas Program:  
6:00 PM  Children who have costumes will please arrive by this time but not much earlier.   Parents 
should go to gym unless help is needed with costumes. 
6:15 PM Children who do not need costumes arrive and go to classrooms.  Parents should go to the 
gym.    
6:30 PM Program begins.  If you are late in arriving, please go down the stairs through the cafeteria and 
enter the gym through the back doors.   
7:30 PM  Program is over and children may see Santa in the gym.  Parents are asked to help put away 
chairs if possible. 
 
Father Sean Kilcawley:  Father Sean Kilcawley has agreed to speak at our next SFA meeting on Tuesday, 
January 19 at 6:30 PM.  Please mark your calendars!  We are fortunate to be able to have Father as he is 
a very popular speaker and has engagements scheduled throughout this year and next.  Father’s main 
topic is on keeping God in the family.  In his presentation, Father shares much from his own personal 
experience of growing up in a broken family, how it affected him, and how he was able to find the Lord, 
inner healing and peace.  Father has practical advice as to what you can do to protect and prepare your 
children for the many challenges of our modern times.  I would like to have our largest SFA attendance 
ever to hear Father Kilcawley speak.  Again, please mark your calendars! 

School Closings: St. James School will follow the Crete Public Schools for school closings and late start 
days due to dangerous weather conditions.  If we have your current phone number and email address, 
you should receive a call and a message whenever there will be a closing or a late start.  Our 
announcement will also be on KLKN-TV Channel 8 and KOLN.KGIN TV Channel 10/11.  You may also call: 
School Closing 402 826-7890 or, in Spanish, School Closing: 402 826-7888.  If the message says that 
Crete Public Schools are closed or have a late start due to inclement weather, know that the same is 
true for St. James School.  Pre-K Closings:  Due to the shorter schedule, St. James Pre-K classes will not 
meet on days during which the school has a late start.  Hopefully there will not be too many of these this 
year as we love to have your children with us. 

Upcoming Dates: 
January 4 School resumes   Happy New Year! 
January 6 Report cards go home 
January 12 First Penance Parent Meeting 6:30 PM 
January 18 No School – Teacher In-service  
January 19 School Family Association Parent Meeting - Guest speaker Father Kilcawley  6:30 PM 
January 31 Opening Mass for Catholic Schools Week 9:00 AM   
  SFA Breakfast Bakery    
 

   



 
 
 


