
 

Dear Parents,             August 31, 2016 

Beside every crucifix in every classroom of St. James School, the words “I thirst” will be displayed (in English and Spanish) 
for the next several school days. This is just one of many things we are doing to celebrate the upcoming canonization of 
Mother Teresa of Calcutta on September 4.   For Mother Teresa, these two words spoken by Jesus as He hung from the 
cross were sacred.  They plummeted into the depths of her heart and impelled her to live a heroic life of virtue and love.  
What did “I thirst” mean to Mother Teresa of Calcutta?    She offers the following interpretation, writing from Jesus’ 
point of view.   

I know what is in your heart – I know your loneliness and all your hurts – the rejections, the judgments, 
the humiliations, I carried it all before you. And I carried it all for you, so you might share My strength 
and victory. I know especially your need for love – how you are thirsting to be loved and cherished. But 
how often have you thirsted in vain, by seeking that love selfishly, striving to fill the emptiness inside 
you with passing pleasures – with the even greater emptiness of sin. Do you thirst for love? "Come to 
Me all you who thirst…" (Jn. 7: 37). I will satisfy you and fill you. Do you thirst to be cherished? I 
cherish you more than you can imagine – to the point of dying on a cross for you. 
 
I Thirst for You. Yes, that is the only way to even begin to describe My love for you. I THIRST FOR YOU. 
I thirst to love you and to be loved by you – that is how precious you are to Me. I THIRST FOR YOU. 
Come to Me, and I will fill your heart and heal your wounds. I will make you a new creation, and give 
you peace, even in all your trials I THIRST FOR YOU. You must never doubt My mercy, My acceptance 
of you, My desire to forgive, My longing to bless you and live My life in you. I THIRST FOR YOU. If you 
feel unimportant in the eyes of the world, that matters not at all. For Me, there is no one any more 
important in the entire world than you. I THIRST FOR YOU. Open to Me, come to Me, thirst for Me, give 
me your life – and I will prove to you how important you are to My Heart. 
 
Don’t you realize that My Father already has a perfect plan to transform your life, beginning from this 
moment? Trust in Me. Ask Me every day to enter and take charge of your life. – and I will. I promise you 
before My Father in heaven that I will work miracles in your life. Why would I do this? Because I 
THIRST FOR YOU. All I ask of you is that you entrust yourself to Me completely. I will do all the rest. 

These are the words of a Saint!  If one of the lines seems to capture your attention, perhaps you would like to spend 
some time praying about it.  Tell Jesus if you believe it or not.  Does it make you happy or hopeful?  Tell Him.  Does it 
make you angry?  Tell Him.  Do you want to argue with Him?  Go ahead.  Do you still feel indifferent?  Tell Him even that.  
Respond to Him. That is prayer. Let Him know your real thoughts and feelings.  Such was the honesty of Mother Teresa 
and all the Saints in their prayer with Jesus and He loved them all the more for their genuineness and bold trust.    

Would you like more words from this magnificent Saint of our own time?  Go to: 

1. http://www.motherteresa.org/tube/26vid_eng.html - Mother Teresa’s advice on many topics along with music. 
2. Watch a movie about Mother Teresa (formed.org, parish code: 34BQZB) 
3. News story from Sept. 2015 about the last miracle and her 

canonization https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7_6Qk7L-wXY  

In the Heart of Christ the King, 

 

 

Sister Mary Alma, C.K 

http://www.motherteresa.org/tube/26vid_eng.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7_6Qk7L-wXY


Upcoming Dates: 

September 5 – No School – Labor Day 
September 6 – No School- Teachers on Retreat 
September 7 – Marian Mass in Waverly 7:00 PM 
September 20 – Mass of Initiation Grades 2 &5  6:30 PM 
September 21 – Grade 6 Class Mass 
September 23 – Field trip to Plum Creek Literary Festival  - Grades 5 and 6 
September 28 – Rain Forest Animals at St. James  10:00 AM 
September 29 Grade 5 Class Mass 
September 30 – Picture day 
October 4  – Living Rosary  2:30 PM 
 
Prayer to Saint James 

St. James the Greater, patron of our school, enkindle in our hearts the same burning love you had for our Lord. May we 
answer His call, as you did, to be “fishers of men.” May we possess your zeal for Christ, a love that led you to be the first 
Apostle to die for the faith. Protect, direct and bless our school family. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Thank you for Back to School Night  Thank you to all who attended Back to School Night on August 23.  We were so 
pleased with the 65% school-wide family attendance.   Grade 3 won the Jaguar Kitty. Congratulations to Miss Wegner 
who received $25.00 to be spent on her third graders.  90% of parents in this class attended!   

Next SFA Meeting:  October 18 at 6:30 PM  Math Fact Mania Night! 

Upcoming Boys Town Skill:  Getting the Teacher’s Attention    

1. Look at the teacher. 
2. Raise your hand and stay calm. 
3. Wait until your teacher says your name. 
4. Ask your question. 

Asbestos Notification:  St. James is an asbestos free school. 

Volunteering at St. James School? Please make sure that you’ve completed the online Safe and Sacred Program and 
have filled out a background check form. Information can be found in the school office if you are unsure whether you can 
volunteer. If you completed these last year, you do not need to complete them again! 

SCRIP: SCRIP is a great fundraiser for St. James School and is easy to do on your part. Please consider using SCRIP for all 
your shopping needs. You purchase gift cards at face value and the school gains a percentage from each of your 
purchases. We have many vendors in stock for you to select from. We can also order something for you if we don’t have 
it on hand. Orders can be filled in the school office during school hours. 

Uniform:  Our children are doing a great job being in uniform each day.  Thank you, parents for checking in the morning 
to see that your child is following the dress code as listed in the Parent Handbook. 

Safety Tip:  If you drop off or pick up your child at the front side (south) of the school, please have your child, enter and 
exit on the side of the car nearest the school building.  This avoids children having to walk between cars.   

Coming Home Today: 

Home and School Connection 
Crete Crossovers Registration 
Tuition Envelopes 
Handbooks (for those who did not get them at Back to School Night) 


