
 
August 18, 2014 

Dear Parents, 
Welcome back to a wonderful new school year! God has certainly blessed our school with many graces as we 
begin this year. I want to take a few moments to review a few school procedures with you. 

1. Please know that you are welcome as visitors in the school at any time. We would love to have you stop 
in the school and join your child at any time. Please do contact your child’s teacher beforehand if you 
plan to visit the classroom. Thank you! 

2. If you do plan on volunteering in any capacity during the school year, it is the policy of the Diocese of 
Lincoln that you complete the online “Safe and Sacred” Program as well as consent to a background 
check. At this time, only those with valid social security numbers are able to volunteer, due to the 
background check requirement. Please contact the school office if you would like to attend a field trip 
but are unable to fulfill the formal volunteer requirements. 

3. If you have any concerns about your child, the first person you should contact is your child’s teacher. 
Please also set up a time to meet in person with the teacher to discuss your concerns. If you find that 
your concerns have not been addressed please contact the school office and set up a time to meet with 
me. If you have not had a meeting with your child’s teacher prior to meeting with me, I will request that 
you do so.  

4. All remaining “BRIDGE” newsletters that will be sent from the office will be sent electronically and will 
also be found on the school website. Paper copies of the newsletter will be issued “on request only”.  

5. Most other communication from the office will also be done electronically. Fliers and permission slips 
will be sent home in paper copy in the communication envelopes on Wednesdays. 

6. Students should not arrive at school before 7:45. Students should be picked up as soon after our 3:20 
dismissal as possible. If you are running late, please call the school to let us know; students must be 
picked up by 3:45 unless you have made previous arrangements with the principal or a teacher due to 
an emergency. 

7. Please sign the communication envelope and return it to the school promptly. That 
ensures that you have received the most recent communications from the school. 

8. The more you volunteer in the school or with the projects supported by the School 
Family Association, the more opportunities your children have for additional learning 
opportunities! Thank you to the SFA for providing funds for our students to attend 
numerous field trips throughout the year and for all the other countless ways that you 
support St. James School. 

9. New sites around the school: new paint in the hallways, new carpet in 4 classrooms, and 
a new statue of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in the school! Stop in and spend some time 
with Jesus – both in school and in the Blessed Sacrament at Church! 

 

First Day of School Tidbit –  

  

  

  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW! 

BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT 

August 26, 2014 

6:30 pm 

Come and meet the teachers, see your 

child’s classroom, and join the entire 

School Family in beginning a new year! 

The 3rd grade class seemed to have everything under control this 

morning. They were enjoying being in the “older” grade section of 

the school, seeing the large stack of books that were theirs to use 

during the year, and learning all about their teacher. That is, until 

it was beginning to get closer to lunch. 11:45 arrived and they kept 

going with their activity. One student bravely asked about lunch 

and when they found out that they don’t have lunch until 12:15 in 

3rd grade, the groans and moans let Sister Regina Marie know that 

many of them wanted to go back to 2nd grade…just for lunch and 

recess! They were hungry! 



 
 

Coming Home Today: 

Emergency Parent Contact Form 

School Calendar 

SCRIP form 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Medication Authorization 

Asthma/Allergy information 

Handbooks with prayer sheets 

Park & Rec forms 

Tuition forms for families who have not returned their forms 

 

[Type a quote from the document or the 

summary of an interesting point. You can 

position the text box anywhere in the 

document. Use the Drawing Tools tab to change 

the formatting of the pull quote text box.] 

 

Prayer to Saint James 

St. James the Greater, patron of our school, 

enkindle in our hearts the same burning love you 

had for our Lord. May we answer His call, as you did, 

to be “fishers of men”. May we possess your zeal for 

Christ, a love that led you to be the first Apostle to 

die for the faith. Protect, direct and bless our school 

family. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Intentions of the Holy Father for August: 

Refugees – That refugees, forced by violence to 

abandon their homes, may find a generous welcome 

and protection of their rights. 

Oceania – That Christians in Oceania may joyfully 

announce the faith to all the people of that region. 

SCRIP: Our main fundraiser is SCRIP! Please consider 

using SCRIP for all your shopping needs. You 

purchase gift cards at face value and the school 

gains a percentage from each of your purchases. We 

have many vendors in stock for you to select from. 

We can also order something for you if we don’t 

have it on hand. Orders can be filled in the school 

office during school hours. 

Tardy/Absence Policy: If you arrive after 8:10 a.m. 

please walk your child (K-6) into church; do not have 

them wait alone in front of school. If you are going 

to be late or have a sick child, please call the school 

office to let us know. If we notice that your child is 

absent and we do not know why we will call you to 

confirm their absence. 

Upcoming Dates 

August 26 – 6:30 Back to School Night 

September 1 & 2 – No School 

September 17 – Midterm grades sent home 

September 26 – School Pictures 

October 2 – 1:20 Dismissal 

October 2 & 3 – Parent Teacher Conferences 

October 3 – No School 

October 7 – Living Rosary (3rd grade) 

October 10 – 5th & 6th grade field trip 

October 13 – No School 

October 16 – 1:20 Dismissal 

October 17 – End of 1st Quarter 

“Who Do You Say That I Am?” – our theme for the year! 

One of the goals that we have for our children is to develop a 

relationship with Jesus. This relationship comes when our 

students not only learn about Jesus, but spend time with Him in 

prayer. They talk with Him, and listen to Him, and work on 

forming a friendship with Him. This friendship will be with them 

for the rest of their lives.  

Throughout this school year we will be providing the students 

with many opportunities to spend time with Jesus as they form a 

deeper friendship with Him. We will be looking at prayer, as well 

as the “factual” information about Jesus and the Catholic Church. 

Every day, following Mass, our students spend a few minutes in 

quiet prayer, talking with Jesus and thanking Him for the gift that 

they just received in the Eucharist. 

We will also be providing opportunities for you to look at the 

answer to this question. Particularly during Advent and Lent we 

will be sending home some prayer resources for you to use 

individually as well as a family. If you are ever in need of 

additional resources to assist you in developing your own life of 

prayer and your relationship with Jesus, please do not hesitate to 

ask us. We have a number of additional resources in the office 

that we can provide for you. 

We want our students to be able to answer the question “Who Do 

You Say That I Am” with a firm conviction that they know who 

Jesus is and not just know facts about the life of Jesus. By the end 

of the school year it is our goal that every student be able to 

answer this question with a personal answer – an answer that 

resonates within them for years to come. 

With the new Sacred Heart statue in the school, we now have 

three large life-size statues that students can stop in front of and 

spend a few extra moments praying. When you stop in the school, 

you, too, can visit with Jesus, Mary or St. James! Looking forward 

to seeing you before the Sacred Heart! 


