
 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome to a new school year!  It is a joy to have your children with us again and we thank you for entrusting your 
children to our care.  The highlight of my first day in school was to see how happy and excited the teachers were with 
their students.  They all had a great start.  A very special welcome to our new students and families.  We actually have 
new students in every grade level this year with a 9% increase in enrollment in our school.  The good news of our 
Catholic education program at St. James is getting out around town. 

Though today is only the second day for your children, the teachers have long been at work preparing for the year.  On 
August 11, for example, all the teachers attended a full day of training on classroom management.  Thirty-nine other 
teachers from the Diocese joined us at our Villa Regina Motherhouse to participate in an excellent day of professional 
development.  The program is entitled “The Well Managed School” and is from the experts at Boys Town. 

A big part of the day was spent on two concepts: 1) Proactive teaching and 2) Appropriate levels of praise.  Both can be 
very helpful in parenting as well as in teaching.   

The idea behind proactive teaching is to teach the behaviors and social skills we expect.  In this model, the behavior is 
taught and practiced before it is needed and then reinforced with a fitting level of praise. 

How does your child do, for instance, in greeting someone they have never met before, especially if the person is an 
adult?  Many children are shy and avoidant in these situations, looking down, mumbling, or remaining silent. As adults, 
we know that greetings are essential in all social encounters, including evangelization!  According to the Boys Town 
model, “proactive teaching and practice” makes perfect.  If, for example, you have guests coming over for dinner later in 
the evening you might try something along the lines of the following:   

Jill, we have guests coming over to dinner this evening.  Sometimes children don’t quite know what to do when 
meeting an adult so I thought we would talk about it and practice so you will feel more comfortable.  When our 
guests come to the door, I would like you to walk towards them, look at them, smile, and say, “Hello.  My name is 
Jill. Welcome to our home.”  Now let’s practice.  Your father and I will pretend to be the guests.   

In this scenario the parents would have Jill practice once or twice being sure to notice and praise what she did well.  In 
this case, because Jill is not confident in this area, the praise ought to be specific and a reason given as to why what she 
did is important.  The praise might sound like this:   

“Jill, you did a great job smiling and introducing yourself. When you do that, people feel welcome and more 
comfortable around you.  People who know how to greet others often make friends more easily.  Now let’s try it 
again using a little louder voice so they can be sure to hear your nice greeting.” 

Each week, the teachers at St. James School will be teaching an “all-school social skill” which has specific steps.  This 
week the skill is Greeting Others.  The basic steps we teach them are to 1) Look at the person (and smile) 2) Use a 
pleasant voice 3) give and appropriate greeting such as “Hi” or ‘Hello.” 

Thank you for any extra practice you might do with your children at home.  I’ll be at the school doors in the morning 
looking for those friendly warm greetings. 

In the Heart of Christ the King, 

 

Sister Mary Alma, C.K. 

 



 

 

Coming Home Today in the Communication Envelope:   Upcoming Dates 

 
Emergency Parent Contact Form     August 23 – Back to School Night 
iPad Acceptable Use Policy      August 31 – Dental Health Screening 
Hot Lunch Free and Reduced Forms     September 5 – No School – Labor Day 
Hot Lunch Menu       September 6 – No School- Teacher In-service 
Medication Authorization Form      September 20 – Mass of Initiation Grades 2 &5 
Student Allergy/Action Plan 
Parent Volunteer Form 
Public Health Solutions Dental Form 
$crip Order From 
Crete Park and Rec. Fliers 
Box tops for Education Fliers 
Crete Cheerileading Camp Fliers 
Boy Scouts Fliers 
 
Prayer to Saint James 

St. James the Greater, patron of our school, enkindle in our hearts the same burning love you had for our Lord. May we 
answer His call, as you did, to be “fishers of men”. May we possess your zeal for Christ, a love that led you to be the first 
Apostle to die for the faith. Protect, direct and bless our school family. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Back to School Night  Be sure to attend Back to School Night this coming Tuesday, August 23. We will have a brief SFA 
meeting in the cafeteria beginning at 6:30 PM after which you may visit your children’s classrooms and learn about all 
the good things the teachers have planned for the year.  Last year we had close to 80% of all our families attend!  Baby- 
sitting will be provided. 

Calendar Change:  The Living Rosary is now scheduled for Tuesday, October 4 at 2:30 PM. 

Confirmation: We have received notice from the Chancery.  Confirmation this year is scheduled for Tuesday, March 28 
at 7:00 PM. 

Volunteering at St. James School? Please make sure that you’ve completed the online Safe and Sacred Program and 
have filled out a background check form. Information can be found in the school office if you are unsure whether you can 
volunteer. If you completed these last year, you do not need to complete them again! 

SCRIP: SCRIP is a great fundraiser for St. James School and is easy to do on your part. Please consider using SCRIP for all 
your shopping needs. You purchase gift cards at face value and the school gains a percentage from each of your 
purchases. We have many vendors in stock for you to select from. We can also order something for you if we don’t have 
it on hand. Orders can be filled in the school office during school hours. 

Tardy/Absence Policy: If you arrive after 8:10 a.m. please walk your child (K-6) into church; do not have them wait alone 
in front of school. If you are going to be late or have a sick child, please call the school office to let us know. If we notice 
that your child is absent and we do not know why we will call you to confirm their absence. 

Sick child? If your child shows symptoms of being ill (fever, vomiting, etc.) they should be kept home until they are free 
of these symptoms for 24 hours without the aid of medication. 

 


