
 

“If you are what you should be you will set 
the world ablaze.” —St. Catherine of Siena 
 
What would it take to set the world ablaze? 
Remember what happened at the first Pen-
tecost? The Holy Spirit came down, filled 
the hearts of the twelve apostles so much 
that they couldn’t contain the energy, love, 
zeal that invigorated them. They literally 
changed the world—twelve men—changed 
the entire world...forever.  
 
Actually, every one of us is changing the 
world. Every word, thought & action chang-
es the world in a number of ways. We can 
either change the world for Christ or against 
Christ. The main key to changing the world 
for Christ is to begin by looking inside our-
selves and changing that which needs to be 
conformed more closely to Christ.  
 
Look at the world around us. Every day 
there are things that we see that we know 
need to be changed. Yet, what do we do? 
More often, absolutely nothing! All too often 
it is easier to deny responsibility for the 
mess in the world (city, parish, school, fami-
ly, etc.) by either saying that it’s someone 
else’s fault OR by saying that it’s someone 
else’s responsibility to fix the problem. Nei-
ther are acceptable, but both often occur! 
Though we may not have been taken an ac-
tive role in the making of the problem, we 
contribute to the problem when we do noth-
ing about it. We perpetuate the problem. 
The struggle lies in discerning when and 
how to do something to combat the prob-
lem.  
 
Changing the world is part of the mission 
that Christ entrusted to His Church—we are 
to go out to the world and make disciples. 
So, how are we to do that?  
 
Evangelization is sharing with others that 
the life, teaching & person of Jesus leads us 
to grow in holiness. This growth in holiness 

does not just manifest itself in Prayer (1st 
sign) or learning more about God & His 
Church (2nd sign) or even in generosity (3rd 
sign) but by our entire life—what we watch 
on TV, the books we read, the music we lis-
ten to, the movies we spend money to view, 
the way we dress, etc. Every thing is a 
choice—a choice that leads us to change the 
world.  
 
We must become men and women of virtue 
& character. Too often we want what we 
want and we feel entitled to it. We defend 
self-expression instead of developing selves 
that are worth expressing. Are we patient? 
Generous? Courageous? Humble? The im-
pact of these virtues cannot change just one 
person. The way that we live our lives 
changes the lives of others. 
 
We are also people who have a hard time 
delaying gratification. Just this week I had a 
student in my office trying to bargain with me 
when he deserved a reward. He wanted 
something after every problem he did on his 
math paper. Talk about not being able to de-
lay gratification! He thought he deserved 
something after doing every little thing!  
 
We find that in so many ways every day. Yet 
it isn’t something that they learn here, so 
where are they learning it? Who is teaching 
them (by example) that they must have 
things, things, things, and not work toward 
developing virtue and become a better per-
son? What example are you setting for oth-
ers? 
 
There are three main steps to Evangeliza-
tion: Win—Build—Send 
 
Win—Has Christ won you? God does not 
win us just once. He wins us over and over 
again, in new and deeper ways. He wants us 
to have an intimate friendship with Him. We 

Fourth Sign of a Dynamic Catholic—Evangelization Upcoming Dates: 

April 6-11: Scholastic 

1/2 price book fair 

April 11: Midterm grades 
issued; 2:40 Stations of 

the Cross 

April 16: 2:00 Living 
Stations performed by 

the 6th graders 

April 17-22: No School—

Easter Break 

April 23: Classes resume; 

No bus service 

April 25: Field trips for 

grades K, 1, 2, 5, & 6 

April 30: PreK Open 

House 4:30-5:30 

May 1: Geography Bee 

May 2: 4th grade Pioneer 

Day 

May 13: May Crowning & 

Spring Program 

May 14: PreK Spring 

Program 

May 15: 3rd grade to Ag 

Day @ Tuxedo Park 

May 18: 6th grade 
Promotion @ 10:15 Mass 

with breakfast following 

May 20: 11:20 Field Day; 
1:20 Dismissal; 6:00 SFA 
Picnic—Last Day of 

School  

Our mission as the St. James Catholic School Family is to provide a Christ-centered education that will 
form apostles who will assume their role in building up the Kingdom of God.  
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Intentions of the Holy Father for 

April: 

Ecology and Justice—That 

governments may foster the 

protection of creation and the just 

distribution of natural resources. 

Hope for the Sick—That the Risen 

Lord may fill with hope the hearts of 

those who are being tested by pain 

and sickness. 

 

Calendar Lottery—sell your 

10 calendars (or buy them 

yourself) for a chance to win 

one (or more) of 59 cash 

prizes! All calendars must be 

sold & returned by April 16th! 
 

Next Newsletter will be April 30th! 

May you have a blessed Easter! 

 

FIELD DAY VOLUNTEERS 

NEEDED! We are still in need 

of volunteers for field day. 

Please either return your 

yellow field day volunteer 

sheet or call the office and let 

us know. 

Additional Information  

Coming home today: 

$CRIP order form 

Tuition reminders 

Enrollment projection forms 

Astronomy Day flier 

Calendar Lottery note 

Summer Solutions parent flier 

Feel free to contact me: 

sr.mary-cecilia@cdolinc.net 

PRAYER TO SAINT JAMES  
St. James the Greater, patron of our 

school, enkindle in our hearts the 

same burning love you had for our 

Lord. May we answer His call, as 

you did, to be “fishers of men”. May 

we possess your zeal for Christ, a 

love that led you to be the first 

Apostle to die for the faith. Protect, 

direct and bless our school family. 

We ask this through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

Visit us on the web! 
www.st-james-crete.org 

are called to live holy lives. Happiness & 
holiness are intimately linked. When we 
live holy lives, we will be truly happy. Our 
happiness will be a reflection of the holi-
ness of our life. And our happiness will 
not be contained!  
 
Do we notice when others are beginning 
to drift away from Christ and His 
Church? Do we reach out and offer them 
a lifeline? Or do we sit back and say 
“that’s not my problem”? What would 
Christ want us to do? 
 
Build—Each of us is called to build a 
spiritual life. This isn’t going to happen 
overnight and we shouldn’t expect it to. It 
happens bit by bit, slowly, over time. 
Start with taking a few minutes to pray 
every day. Begin reading the Bible. Work 
on practicing the works of mercy. Pray 
the Rosary. Stop by the Church every-
day for a 10 minute visit—on your way to 
the store, on your way home from 
work—carve out some time to be with 
Christ. Allow Him to nourish you. 
 
Send—Friendship is the most natural 
and effective way to share your faith. We 
often talk with our friends of common in-
terests—sports, family, children. Don’t 
forget to share things that will lead to 
true growth in holiness! I had many 
friends as I was growing up, many of 
whom I now no longer keep in contact 
with. It is the true spiritual friends, those 
that helped me to grow in the spiritual life 
and allowed me to help them, that I truly 
treasure and remember. And when I 
have a chance to talk with them, we of-
ten jump into the spiritual things and 
cherish that time. We do talk of the com-
mon interests  and worldwide issues, but 
the spiritual things are the things that tru-
ly feed us.  
 
We need to place the interests of others 
above our own. Do we do things for oth-
ers? Go out of our way to serve those 
who cross our path? Are we generous, 
not only with our time, talent & treasure, 
but also with our love and compassion?  
 
And, how often do we neglect to help 
others find answers to their questions 
about God? Do we let those questions 
hold a person back from God when we 
could either answer their questions or 
help them find the answers?  

 
 
“Preach the Gospel at all times; when 
necessary, use words.” —St. Francis 
of Assisi 
 
We often think about the need to 
preach the Gospel by the witness of 
our lives. We know the advantage of 
living a life that is consistent with the 
Gospel message—of what we show to 
others by how we live. What we often 
forget is that last part—sometimes we 
are to use words. There is a need to 
speak of our relationship with Christ, 
and to spread the Gospel message to 
others by speaking of Christ to others. 
How often do you do that?  
 
We must go out of our comfort zones. 
We must reach out to others, even 
when it is difficult. Try to do one thing 
each week to share the faith with 
someone who crosses your path.  
Here are 6 ways to share the faith with 
others: share Catholic books with oth-
ers; invite others to Catholic events; 
bring a godly perspective to conversa-
tions; learn the Catholic teachings on 
certain issues and be able to talk about 
them when the Church is attacked; 
Help people discover answers to the 
questions that cause them to doubt the 
faith; demonstrate the love of God 
through faithful & generous friendship. 
 
While it may be uncomfortable, if we 
have an opportunity to help others live 
a holier life, we should take it. Ignoring 
it or saying “it’s not my problem” makes 
it my problem and the situation be-
comes more deeply entrenched in the 
mire of sin. Reach out and offer a life-
line. 
 
When Catholicism is lived enthusiasti-
cally and generously it is incredibly at-
tractive! That’s the nature of the Gos-
pel. What Jesus has is true, good and 
beautiful and it is attractive to others. 
We just need to learn how to share 
that with others. That’s evangelization! 
 
Everyone evangelizes. Everyone! Most 
are evangelizing about the wrong 
things. What are you evangelizing 
about? 

Evangelization (continued) 


