
 

   This is, perhaps, one of the hardest news-
letter reflections for me to write. As I reflect-
ed more and more on this third sign of a Dy-
namic Catholic, I became more and more 
convinced that I need to become more gen-
erous with God than I already am. And that 
challenges me in ways that aren’t easy to 
define. 
   If someone were to ask me what would be 
the biggest example thatmy parents gave 
me of living a Christian life, I would unhesi-
tatingly answer: their generosity. They were 
always giving, always finding ways to give 
themselves through the time, talents and 
treasures that God had given them. And 
sometimes I really disliked their generosity, 
because they often included me in their 
generosity plan! I can’t tell you how many 
Christmas trees I put up for elderly parish-
ioners, how many times I swept up the 
Church basement after an event, how many 
casseroles I helped deliver to families in 
need, and how many times my parents 
were busy at the Church or school and I 
didn’t know it.  
    Yet, I have this nagging in the back of my 
mind that I need to be more generous.  I’ve 
given my entire life to God for His use, 
placed myself completely at His disposal, 
arranged my life in order to give Him my 
best time in prayer, and put myself in the 
service of my neighbor for the extension of 
the Kingdom of God. What more could I 
possibly give? I’ve already given Him every-
thing! 
    I need to grow in my gratitude for the 
generous gifts that God has given me. 
That’s where I need to grow—my generous 
response of gratitude. I need to recognize 
my blessings, taking time to identify the 
people, opportunities, and things in my life 
that have been a blessing and give thanks 
to God for them.  
    Each one of us is asked to be generous. 
No exceptions. There is no person who is 

too busy to be generous. No person who is 
exempt from this virtue. If we aren’t gener-
ous it will be very difficult to live the Gospel 
message, to develop a true relationship with 
God, and therefore to live in such a way that 
Heaven is a real possibility for us when we 
die. The saints in heaven were not stingy 
with regards to generosity when they lived 
on earth. They were exceedingly generous.  
   We often think of stewardship when we 
speak of generosity, but that is just the be-
ginning. Stewardship is the careful and re-
sponsible management of something en-
trusted to our care. We are called to be stew-
ards of the time, talent and treasures that 
God has given to us. Do not doubt that. But 
we need to examine how we live out that 
stewardship, in each of those three areas in 
order to see that generosity unfold and mani-
fest itself. 
   It’s easy to look at our time and judiciously 
hoard it. “Let someone else take on that pro-
ject; I just don’t have time.” I think we can all 
honestly say that we’ve had that thought at 
one point. And it’s easy to say and some-
times to justify. We are tired; we work hard; 
we have many demands placed upon us. 
How can we possibly give more? And some-
times the question should really be: Why 
should we possibly give more? Can’t some-
one else jump in and do this? The answer 
realistically is “yes, they can”. Think back to 
the last time that you volunteered your time 
for a project for God—not to gain any reward 
at work, to pay back any debt to a friend, to 
do something for your family, but just be-
cause you wanted to be generous with God. 
How long ago was that? This asks us to be 
consistently generous with God, seeking out 
opportunities to give of ourselves to Him 
through giving of ourselves to others. And 
that takes time. It isn’t easy—and it shouldn’t 
be easy! But it doesn’t have to take hours 
and hours—just a few minutes here and 
there, looking for those opportunities to be 

Third Sign of a Dynamic Catholic—Generosity Upcoming Dates: 

March 21: 3rd & 4th 

Confessions & 2:40 

Stations of the Cross 

March 28: 2:40 Stations 

of the Cross; SFA Lenten 

Dinner 

April 4: 2:40 Stations of 

the Cross 

April 4: First Holy 

Communion Retreat Day 

April 5: First Holy 

Communion 

April 6-11: Scholastic 

1/2 price book fair 

April 8: 3rd & 4th grade 

field trip 

April 8: SFA meeting @ 

6:30—Science night 

April 11: Midterm grades 
issued; 2:40 Stations of 

the Cross 

April 16: 2:00 Living 
Stations performed by 

the 6th graders 

April 17-22: No School—

Easter Break 

April 23: Classes resume; 

No bus service 

April 25: K-2 field trip 

April 30: PreK Open 

House 4:30-5:30 
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Intentions of the Holy Father for 

March: 

Respect for Women—That all 

cultures may respect the rights and 

dignity of women. 

Vocations—That many young people 

may accept the Lord’s invitation to 

consecrate their lives to proclaiming 

the Gospel 

 

Calendar Lottery—sell your 10 

calendars (or buy them yourself) for a 

chance to win one (or more) of 59 

cash prizes!  

 

SFA Lenten Dinner: The first of the 
2 SFA Lenten Dinners will be Friday, 
March 28th. Please contact Jonathan 
Lopez if you would like to help, or for 
more information: 402-418-1697 

Additional Information  

Coming home today: 

$CRIP order form 

Tuition reminders 

Report Cards for 3rd quarter 

Lent adult series flier 

Enrollment Projection Form 

 

Feel free to contact me: 

sr.mary-cecilia@cdolinc.net 

PRAYER TO SAINT JAMES  
St. James the Greater, patron of our 

school, enkindle in our hearts the 

same burning love you had for our 

Lord. May we answer His call, as 

you did, to be “fishers of men”. May 

we possess your zeal for Christ, a 

love that led you to be the first 

Apostle to die for the faith. Protect, 

direct and bless our school family. 

We ask this through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

Visit us on the web! 
www.st-james-crete.org 

generous with God through the gift of our 
time.  
   Our students are generous—but most 
of the time we need to ask them to see 
those opportunities that they can give of 
themselves to others. Most of our stu-
dents do not naturally see opportunities 
to give assistance to others at school; 
they need to be asked. There isn’t any-
thing wrong with that. So many of us 
need to be asked also! But what is 
amazing is their response when they are 
asked—they do so with joy! How many 
of us can say the same thing? When we 
are asked to help the Church or school in 
some way, do we respond with joy? Or 
with frustration and anger that “I’m being 
asked to do something again, and ___ 
hasn’t done anything. I’m always giving 
and giving. Can’t someone else do it this 
time?” If we say that we haven’t had this 
thought we are blind and in need of the 
healing grace of God in that area of our 
lives. 
   Each one of us has been given many 
talents—those gifts that God has given 
us that we can use to spread His king-
dom in the hearts of others. What talents 
do you have that you can give to Him 
through giving them to others? One of 
the talents that He has given me has 
been the gift of music. I began playing 
for Sunday Mass while in high school. I 
sang in the Youth Choir in our parish. I 
sang in a barbershop group, played in a 
hand-bell choir, was involved in every 
musical activity in high school. I continue 
giving my musical ability to God and oth-
ers through using it as a gift in our com-
munity. Does it take time to give this gift? 
Yes! Does it sometimes wear on me? 
Cause me to think, “why am I giving this 
gift one more time?” Yes! Are there oth-
ers who have an ability and are not giv-
ing it? Probably yes. But, I can’t judge 
them. I can only look at my own heart 
and go from there. Am I being generous 
with the gifts that God has given me?  
   What gifts or talents do you have? Re-
gardless of whether or not someone else 
has those same gifts, are you giving 
them to God through the generous gift of 
yourself to others? 
   The years that you have given us to 
assist in the development of your chil-
dren are years in which their gifts and 
talents are being developed. I urge you 
to assist them in learning how to place 
those gifts at the service of the Lord! 

Teach them how to be generous with 
their gifts—and to give them with joy! It 
isn’t easy, but it is so very vital. So 
much needed in our world!  
   Finally we come to the one that most 
people dread—the stewardship of our 
treasure. I once heard that “if you 
aren’t generous with your money you 
will never be generous with your 
heart.” What a statement for examina-
tion! I’m not saying that we all need to 
empty our wallets each day and give 
all we have without making prudent 
and necessary arrangements for the 
future of our families. We do! And we 
are called by God to do that.  
   What we need to examine is our 
generosity with the resources that God 
has given us. Do I guard those re-
sources jealously? Do I give freely 
when I am able? Do I only give from 
my surplus or do I give so that I “feel” 
it—the “widow’s mite” from the Gos-
pel—giving from what I live on? God 
will provide for our needs; He will not 
provide for our greed.  
   We are in the midst of a building 
campaign in the parish. This is one, 
and only one, way that we are called to 
be generous with our treasure. Some-
times it seems that there are so many 
needs and so little resources. That’s 
when we need to be creative: where 
can I give so that I’m able to be gener-
ous and yet take care of the needs of 
my family. What exactly are our needs 
and not just our wants? How much do I 
trust God to take care of me in this ar-
ea? 
   When we are asked to assist with 
things for school, for the School Family 
Association, for the parish, and for 
countless other organizations, how do 
we respond? Do we honestly look at 
our level of generosity or do we keep a 
tally of how often we’ve assisted and it 
seems that others do not?  
   I urge you to take some time this 
Lent to reflect on your generosity. Hon-
estly answer the following questions: 
how generous am I with my time? My 
talents? My treasure? With God? With 
my family? If there are areas where 
you feel the pinch of conscience, don’t 
brush over them. Stop and examine 
that area. Make a plan to take a small 
step in growing in generosity there. 
   I, too, will be examining this question 
right alongside you. I, too, need to 
grow in my generosity to others! 

Generosity (continued) 


