
 

I received this “synopsis” of the homily that 
Pope Francis gave on Sunday. I think it 
reflects well on some of the things that we 
have heard recently, and yet may not know 
how to put into practice. It gives us 
something to think about! 
 
The Roman parish of St. Thomas the 
Apostle in Infernetto, in the south of the 
diocese, received a visit from Pope Francis 
Sunday afternoon. Upon arrival the Bishop 
of Rome met with the children who will 
receive Communion and Confirmation this 
year, and greeted the faithful in the parish 
square, along with recently baptized 
children and their parents, the elderly and 
sick of the parish and the Association of 
families with disabled children, and before 
the Holy Mass he confessed a number of 
penitents. 
“Once upon a time, Jesus' disciples ate 
wheat, because they were hungry; but it 
was the Sabbath and on the Sabbath it was 
not permitted to eat grain”, said the Pope in 
his homily. “The Pharisees said, 'Look at 
what they are doing! He who does this runs 
counter to the law and soils his soul, 
because he does not obey'. And Jesus 
answered, 'That which comes from outside 
does not soil the soul; it that which comes 
from inside, from your heart, that may soil 
the soul'. And I think it is good for us, 
nowadays, to think not of whether or not our 
souls are pure or unclean, but to ask what 
there is within our hearts; what do I have 
within, that I know I have, and which no-one 
else knows. What is in our heart? Is there 
love? Do I love my parents, my children, my 
wife, my husband, the people in my 
neighborhood, the sick? Do I love them? 
And is there hate in my heart? Do I hate 
anyone? Because often we find that there is 
also hate. 'I love everyone, apart from this 
one, that one, or the other ...'. This is hate, 
isn't it?” 

“What do I have in my heart?” he continued. 
“Is there forgiveness? Do I have an attitude 
of forgiveness towards those who have 
wronged me, or is there an attitude of 
revenge? … We must ask ourselves what 
we have inside, because what we have 
inside comes out and causes harm, if it is 
bad; if it is good, it comes out and does 
good. And it is beautiful to be truthful with 
ourselves, and to be ashamed of ourselves 
when we realize we are in a situation that is 
not as God would wish”. 
The Pope commented that in today's 
Gospel, Jesus says, “'You have heard that it 
was said to your ancestors, You shall not 
kill ... But I say to you, whoever is angry with 
his brother will be liable to judgment'. And 
whoever insults his brother, kills him in his 
heart; whoever gossips maliciously about his 
brother, kills him in his heart. Perhaps we 
are not aware of this … we gossip about this 
and that … and this is what is means to kill 
one's brother. To understand one's brother, 
to understand people, means to love, and to 
forgive: it is to understand, to forgive, and to 
be patient”. 
“We must ask the Lord for two graces”, 
concluded Pope Francis. “The first is to know 
what is in our hearts, so as not to be 
deceived. The second is to do the good that 
is in our hearts, and not the ill that lies 
therein. And speaking of 'killing', to 
remember that words may kill. Our ill-will 
towards others can also kill. … It often 
seems that the sins of slander and 
defamation have been removed from the 
Decalogue, and speaking ill of a person is a 
sin. … Let us always ask the Lord to help us 
to love our neighbors. And if we cannot love 
a person, why not? Then we must pray for 
that person, in order that the Lord might help 
me wish him well. And we must continue in 
this way, aware that our live is rendered 
impure by the ill-will that comes from our 
hearts”.  

From Pope Francis...on gossip 

Upcoming Dates: 

February 19: First 

Penance! 

February 20: 1:20 
Dismissal for Parent-

Teacher Conferences 

(2:00-5:00 & 6:00-8:00) 

February 21: No School 

February 25: Celebration 

of the Feast of St. James 

February 26: 
Kindergarten Preview @ 

5:15 

February 28: No School 

(Faculty In-Service) 

March 3-7: CTBS testing 
(this is a week earlier 

than originally 
scheduled, due to our 

Confirmation dates). 

March 5: Ash Wednesday 

March 7: Confirmation 
Retreat Day with 

Confessions. 

March 7: 2:40 Stations of 

the Cross 

March 10 & 11: 
Confirmation for 5th & 

6th graders! 

March 12: End of 3rd 

Quarter 

March 14: No School 

Our mission as the St. James Catholic School Family is to provide a Christ-centered education that will 
form apostles who will assume their role in building up the Kingdom of God.  
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ST. JAMES FEAST DAY will be 
celebrated on Feb. 25th. The actual Feast 
Day is July 25th. You are invited to attend 
the following: 8:15 a.m. Mass; 2:00 St. 
James the Greater play in the gym by 4th 

grade; St. James Bingo in classrooms 
following the play 
 
PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES: 
Thursday, Feb. 20 from 2:00-5:00 p.m. 
or 6:00-8:00 p.m. Your commitment to 
communication helps your child know how 
much you value his/ her education! Sign up 
sheets are in the office.  

 
CTB TESTING is the week of March 3rd 

for 3rd-6th grade. It is important that your 
child is in school for testing. Please do not 
schedule any appointments or trips during 
this week.  

Intentions of the Holy Father for 

February: 

Elders—That the Church and society 

may respect the wisdom and 

experience of older people. 

Collaboration in Evangelization—

That priests, religious, and lay people 

may work together with generosity. 

 

Fundraising Our main fundraising 

tool is $CRIP. Please consider using 

$CRIP for all your shopping needs. If 

you need something specific, stop in 

and see if we can order it for you. 

Almost everything is available—

iTunes, Amazon.com, Super Saver! 
 

Calendar Lottery—sell your 10 

calendars (or buy them yourself) for a 

chance to win one (or more) of 59 

cash prizes!  

 

 

Additional Information from the Office 

Coming home today: 

$CRIP order form 

Tuition reminders 
Crete Diamonds flier 

St. James Feast Day flier 

Feel free to contact me: 

sr.mary-cecilia@cdolinc.net 

PRAYER TO SAINT JAMES St. 

James the Greater, patron of our 

school, enkindle in our hearts the 

same burning love you had for our 

Lord. May we answer His call, as 

you did, to be “fishers of men”. May 

we possess your zeal for Christ, a 

love that led you to be the first 

Apostle to die for the faith. Protect, 

direct and bless our school family. 

We ask this through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

Visit us on the web! 
www.st-james-crete.org 

Kindergarten Preview will be held 

next Wednesday evening. If you, or 

someone you know, should be at-

tending, please call the school office 

for more information. We’d love to 

have a large Kindergarten class for 

next year! If the Kindergarten pre-

view time does not work for you, 

please contact the school office and 

set up a time to meet that does! 

Kindergarten Preview 

We currently have a supply of the “I 

Love My Catholic School” bags 

(shown below) in the office for your 

use. We ask for a “free will offer-

ing” to help defray the cost of the 

bags, but I’d much rather they be out 

and used by our families than sitting 

in the office! Let us know how many 

you’d like! 


