
 

“Let us keep the flame of faith alive 

through prayer and the sacraments: let 

us make sure we do not forget God.”  

— Pope Francis 

 

Here we are towards the end of the 

Christmas Season and it wouldn’t 

surprise me that some of our families 

have already left Christmas behind and 

are actively searching for something 

else to fill the emptiness that is left 

after the wrapping paper has been 

thrown away and the games and toys 

have lost their “newness”.  

 

Our faith—a life of prayer and a life 

centered in the sacraments—is to be 

the driving force and inspiration behind 

living life in such a way that the 

loneliness and emptiness doesn’t take 

root in our lives. Pope Francis notes 

that in the quote above.  

 

I would be interested in hearing how 

you and your family keep the flame of 

faith alive. What do you do that keeps 

your family rooted and centered in 

Christ and not in the materialism and 

relativism that is so prevalent in our 

world?  

 

Now, I would never want to create more 

work for Father Major—however, if 

we have an increase in the number 

of families returning to the frequent 

reception of the sacraments, 

particularly Confession, I don’t think 

he’d mind one bit (he’ll let me know 

if I’m wrong on this, I’m sure!) If we 

have an increase in the number of 

families that take time to pray, even 

praying in the comfort of their own 

home, sitting in their favorite chair, 

drinking their favorite coffee from 

their favorite mug, but still taking 

time to pray—reflecting on God, 

talking with Him, listening to Him in 

the silence of their heart—then we 

have allowed Him access to our 

heart, where He can dwell with us.  

 

Living in such a way that we do not 

forget God isn’t always easy. We 

become set in a routine that we find 

comfortable and don’t necessarily 

want to change. God isn’t asking us 

to change those routines (unless 

they are leading us away from Him). 

He wants us to find ways of seeing 

Him, finding Him, encountering Him 

in the routines that we do have—

bringing Him with us as we journey 

through our day. Let us allow Christ 

to walk with us today—all day long. 

Keeping the Faith Alive 

Upcoming Dates: 

January 8: Report cards 

issued 

January 9 & 10: Talent 

Show Tryouts 

January 10: Confessions 

for 5th & 6th grades 

January 13-17: Jump 

Rope for Heart activities 

January 15: Parent 
Meeting for First Penance 
& First Holy Communion 
(MANDATORY for those 

who want to receive those 

sacraments!) 

January 17: Confessions 

for 3rd & 4th grades 

January 20: NO SCHOOL 

for Faculty In-Service  

January 26-31: Catholic 
Schools Week activities 

(more information will be 
send home on January 
15th—including all 
permission slips for the 

week.) 

January 28: 6:30 SFA 
meeting & potluck 

supper 

February 5: Midterm 

grades sent home 

February 7: Confessions 

for 5th & 6th grades 

February 14: Confessions 

for 3rd & 4th grades 

February 14: Valentine 

parties 

Our mission as the St. James Catholic School Family is to provide a Christ-centered education that will 
form apostles who will assume their role in building up the Kingdom of God.  
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School! Thanks for your support! 

 

Fundraising Our main fundraising tool is 

$CRIP. Please consider using $CRIP for 

all your shopping needs. If you need 

something specific, stop in and see if we 

can order it for you. Almost everything is 

available—iTunes, Amazon.com, Super 

Saver! 
 

JUMP ROPE FOR HEART! Saint James 

School will be participating in the 

American Heart Association’s Jump 

Rope for Heart. The students will be 

jumping rope during their PE classes 

the week of January 13-17 to support 

this cause.  

 

Thanks to those who have given to 

the St. James Christmas Wish List! 

We truly appreciate your generosity! 

Intentions of the Holy Father for 

December: 

Economic Development—That all 

may promote authentic economic 

development that respects the dignity 

of all peoples. 

Christian Unity—That Christians of 

diverse denominations may walk 

toward the unity desired by Christ. 

 

SchoolStore.com Earn money for our 

school by shopping at 

SchoolStore.com. A percentage of the 

profits are given to St. James School. 

We benefit greatly from this program.  

 

Other ways to help St. James 

School Using GoodSearch.com as 

your search engine on the internet, 

collecting BoxTops, saving the 

Campbell’s labels, and many other 

ways. Using these ways can bring 

much needed funds to St. James 

Additional Information from the Office 

Coming home today: 

$CRIP order form 

Tuition reminders 
Knights of Columbus Free Throw 

Championship Entry Form (ages 9-14) 

Spirit Catholic Radio flyer 

Feel free to contact me: 

sr.mary-cecilia@cdolinc.net 

PRAYER TO SAINT JAMES St. 

James the Greater, patron of our 

school, enkindle in our hearts the 

same burning love you had for our 

Lord. May we answer His call, as 

you did, to be “fishers of men”. May 

we possess your zeal for Christ, a 

love that led you to be the first 

Apostle to die for the faith. Protect, 

direct and bless our school family. 

We ask this through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

Visit us on the web! 
www.st-james-crete.org 

Each January we celebrate National 

Catholic Schools Week. This year we 

are celebrating the 40th anniversary 

of this festive week.  

 

The theme for this annual celebra-

tion is: Communities of Faith, 

Knowledge and Service. This will be 

the theme for at least the next 3 

years, so that we can really develop 

it and use it to promote our Catholic 

School 

 

Next Wednesday look for a packet of 

information coming home that will 

include a schedule of events, permis-

sion slips, requests for fees for some 

activities, reservations for the annual 

“lunch” where you can join your chil-

dren during their regular lunch 

times, and much more! 

 

 

We will need some volunteers to help 

with some of these activities—both 

on site as well as some “advance” 

preparation. There will be a short 

meeting on January 14th to discuss 

the week and enlist volunteer assis-

tance where needed. This meeting, 

beginning at 3:30 will not only give 

you a “sneak peek” into the Catholic 

Schools Week schedule, but will ena-

ble you to have some input in how 

the week will be carried out. While 

there have been plans already made 

and in process, there are still things 

that can change! 

 

Please join us for the planning meet-

ing if you can, and begin planning 

now to attend the celebrations that 

will take place during Catholic 

Schools Week—January 26-31, 

2014! 

What to Look for Next Week… 

Scholastic Book Fair is coming! 
We will be having a Scholastic Book 

Fair during Catholic Schools Week, 

beginning Sunday morning follow-

ing the 10:15 Mass, during the SFA-

sponsored breakfast. 

 

For your planning purposes—we 

will have another Scholastic Book 

Fair during April (a 50% off every-

thing book fair). 

 

The proceeds from these book fairs 

go towards the purchase of new 

books for the library. This year 

alone, we’ve added well over 100 

new books to the library, thanks in 

part to the generosity of a few bene-

factors.  


