
 

 We are looking forward to next 

week—Catholic Schools Week. The entire 

week is packed with opportunities to enjoy 

and celebrate our Catholic School! 

Beginning on Sunday with the SFA 

Breakfast following the 10:15 Mass through 

the Talent Show on Friday, there are 

various ways that our students are able to 

celebrate St. James School.  

 I wanted to share some thoughts on 

Catholic education with you—thoughts that 

come from The Religious Dimension of 

Education in a Catholic School by the 

Congregation for Catholic Education. These 

thoughts are universal, but they pertain in 

a special way to St. James School. 

 “From a first moment that a student 

sets foot in a Catholic school, he or she 

ought to have the impression of entering a 

new environment, one illumined by the light 

of faith, and having its own unique 

characteristics.” (25) 

 “In a Catholic school, everyone 

should be aware of the living presence of 

Jesus the “Master” who, today as always, is 

with us in our journey through life as the 

one genuine “Teacher,” the perfect Man in 

whom all human values find their fullest 

perfection.” (25) 

 “Partnership between a Catholic 

school and the families of the students 

must continue and be strengthened: not 

simply to be able to deal with academic 

problems that may arise, but rather so that 

the education goals of the school can be 

achieved.” (42) 

 “Concretely, the educational 

goals of the school include a concern for 

the life and the problems of the Church, 

both local and universal. Catholic 

students are helped to become active 

members of the parish and diocesan 

communities.” (44) 

 With this concern for the life and 

the problems of the Church, we keep in 

mind that today is designated as a day 

of Prayer & Penance by the Bishops of 

the United States for the Legal 

Protection of the Unborn. Our students 

are aware of the need to pray for those 

who are most vulnerable among us, 

including the unborn. We have taken 

the last nine days of school to look at 

the development of an unborn child, 

recognizing with gratitude the precious 

gift of life and the uniqueness of each 

human being. 

 We thank you for the reverence 

and gratitude that you give to the gift of 

life through your children. Find ways to 

celebrate the uniqueness that is theirs, 

especially during the upcoming Catholic 

Schools Week. Let them know the 

specific reasons why you have chosen 

St. James School for their Catholic 

education. Then celebrate with gratitude 

the gift of life and join us for the many 

celebrations during Catholic Schools 

week.  

 I hope to see you at the SFA 

meeting next Tuesday! 

Catholic Schools Week 

Upcoming Dates: 

January 26-31: Catholic 

Schools Week activities 
(more information was 
sent home on January 

15th—including all 
permission slips for the 

week.) 

January 28: 6:30 SFA 

meeting & potluck 

supper 

February 5: Midterm 

grades sent home 

February 7: Confessions 

for 5th & 6th grades 

February 14: Confessions 

for 3rd & 4th grades 

February 14: Valentine 

parties 

February 19: First 

Penance! 

February 20: 1:20 
Dismissal for Parent-
Teacher Conferences 

(2:00-5:00 & 6:00-8:00) 

February 21: No School 

February 25: Celebration 

of the Feast of St. James 

February 26: 

Kindergarten Preview @ 

5:15 

February 28: No School 

(Faculty In-Service) 

March 3-7: CTBS testing 

(this is a week earlier than 

originally scheduled, due to 

our Confirmation dates). 

Our mission as the St. James Catholic School Family is to provide a Christ-centered education that will 
form apostles who will assume their role in building up the Kingdom of God.  
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School! Thanks for your support! 

 

Fundraising Our main fundraising tool is 

$CRIP. Please consider using $CRIP for 

all your shopping needs. If you need 

something specific, stop in and see if we 

can order it for you. Almost everything is 

available—iTunes, Amazon.com, Super 

Saver! 
 

Scholastic Book Fair is coming! We will 

be having a Scholastic Book Fair during 

Catholic Schools Week, beginning Sunday 

morning following the 10:15 Mass, during 

the SFA-sponsored breakfast. 

For your planning purposes—we will have 

another Scholastic Book Fair during April 

(a 50% off everything book fair). 

The proceeds from these book fairs go 

towards the purchase of new books for the 

library. This year alone, we’ve added well 

over 100 new books to the library, thanks 

in part to the generosity of a few 

benefactors.  

Intentions of the Holy Father for 

January: 

Economic Development—That all 

may promote authentic economic 

development that respects the dignity 

of all peoples. 

Christian Unity—That Christians of 

diverse denominations may walk 

toward the unity desired by Christ. 

 

SchoolStore.com Earn money for our 

school by shopping at 

SchoolStore.com. A percentage of the 

profits are given to St. James School. 

We benefit greatly from this program.  

 

Other ways to help St. James 

School Using GoodSearch.com as 

your search engine on the internet, 

collecting BoxTops, saving the 

Campbell’s labels, and many other 

ways. Using these ways can bring 

much needed funds to St. James 

Additional Information from the Office 

Coming home today: 

$CRIP order form 

Tuition reminders 
 

Feel free to contact me: 

sr.mary-cecilia@cdolinc.net 

PRAYER TO SAINT JAMES St. 

James the Greater, patron of our 

school, enkindle in our hearts the 

same burning love you had for our 

Lord. May we answer His call, as 

you did, to be “fishers of men”. May 

we possess your zeal for Christ, a 

love that led you to be the first 

Apostle to die for the faith. Protect, 

direct and bless our school family. 

We ask this through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

Visit us on the web! 
www.st-james-crete.org 

As we enter into Catholic Schools 

Week on Sunday, I encourage you to 

find ways to join in the celebration. 

You are invited to join us for the SFA 

Breakfast on Sunday, the Religion 

Bowl on Monday, to assist with 

lunch & recess on Tuesday, the Cre-

ative Exchange on Wednesday, the 

Movie on Thursday, and the open 

house, lunch and the talent show on 

Friday. These activities are planned, 

not just because they are fun for the 

students, but because they also pro-

vide an opportunity for families to 

join in the celebrations! 

 

We also have posted throughout the 

school writing samples from the stu-

dents, expressing in their own words 

“What St. James School means to 

them” as well as the “top 40” reasons 

that each grade benefits from Catho-

lic Education. Some of the reasons 

are quite varied...from “We attend 

daily Mass” to “Everyone in our 

grade is in one homeroom—we love 

that!”. Take some time to read 

through their writing and their lists. 

I will guarantee that they are able to 

express things that we don’t normal-

ly hear them say! 

 

In addition to all of this we have our 

Scholastic Book Fair coming. Enjoy 

looking at the different selections 

and encourage your children to grow 

in their love of reading! 

 

But most of all, look for the joy and 

the enthusiasm in the faces and 

voices of your children as they come 

home each day ready to share the 

events of each day. They (and we!) 

truly enjoy each day. 

 

 

What to Look for Next Week… 

Catholic Schools Week Dress Days! 

 

During Catholic Schools Week your 

children have the opportunity for 

“out of uniform” dress days. If your 

child does not choose to come in the 

alternate dress, they are to come in 

their uniform. Listed below are the 

alternative dress days for each day 

of Catholic Schools Week. 
 

Monday—Dress as a Saint (a prop or a 

whole/partial costume) 

Tuesday—Career Day (dress as some-

thing you’d like to be when you grow 

up) 

Wednesday—Clash Day (wear some-

thing that clashes, but remember we do 

go to Mass first thing in the morning!) 

Thursday—Western Day (jeans permit-

ted) 

Friday—Sports Day (dress in a sport 

uniform or team shirt with jeans 


